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T
he church today is called to “shine as 
lights in the world” (Philippians 2:15). 
We are to “do all things without mur-

murings and disputings” (Philippians 2:14) 
and to have it in our hearts and minds to 
keep “reaching forth unto those things which 
are before” us (Philippians 3:13) – promises 
that are assuredly ours. This is our “high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14) and, 
if we are to be effective servants, it requires that we 
approach life with enlightened eyes of understanding.

We have been called by God and are being utilized 
by having the vocation of being blessed with the gift 
of being God’s “workmanship” right now (Ephesians 
2:10), while still clothed in weak corrupt bodies.

The mature servant needs to understand what God 
is doing today. He needs to understand who all of 
the participants are, and where their destiny lies. The 
mature servant of the Lord needs to know the indi-
vidual roles of creation, and when their roles are to 
be played out. The mature servant needs to under-

Enlightened Eyes
Part 3 of 4

by — J. Blake Botner

… The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what 
is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance 
in the saints … (Ephesians 1:18).
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Key Points:

stand our promises; he needs to know why and 
how God is fulfilling His will by including 
and utilizing our predestined participation.

The reason we should seek after God to the 
end of better learning His will, is because 

we know that everything is in His control. 
I’ve heard it said that nothing has ever just oc-

curred to God. This is true, for He not only cre-
ated the physical matter, but He also has sovereignty 
over it all. He is in control of everything that has ever 
happened from the very onset. Everything. God nev-
er reacts in the moment, as if He has been caught 
unaware of what is happening. That is the trait of the 
creature, not The Creator. All things belong to God. 
All things are for God. History is indeed His story, 
and all things were created by Him precisely to be 
just as they are.

Creation is learning by experience as God progres-
sively edifies by way of the contrast of good and evil. 
Everything is from God; all things work to His pre-

(continued on page 8413)
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We take His greatest gifts for granted. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

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the devil, who are taken captive by him at his 
will (II Timothy 2:24-26).

I have never liked the thought of hurting others. 
Especially within the context of their current belief 
and level of understanding, that which is the basis 
of their resultant faith. Our influence, within the 
context of sharing God’s Word, is to be gentle and 
to be ministered by the wisdom of the Word of God, 
patiently encouraging a fuller understanding of our 
calling as the Heaven-bound ecclesia who are sealed 
by the Holy Spirit to that end.

Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edify-
ing, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. … 
And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, for-
giving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you (Ephesians 4:29, 32).

The church today is not a place. The church today is 
not an organization. The church today is not some-
thing to be joined. The church today is a called group 
of believers. The church today is a sealed, indwelt by 
Almighty God, new ecclesia that is bound for resi-
dency in the highest Heaven.

In whom ye also trusted after that ye heard the 
Word of Truth, the gospel of your salvation: in 
Whom [Christ] also after that ye believed, ye 
were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
which is the earnest of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, unto 
the praise of His glory (Ephesians 1:13-14).

But God, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love 



The richest landowner is but a tenant, for every inch of this planet belongs to the Lord. – J.C. O’Hair (1876-1958)

destined end. This is not a fatalistic outlook by any 
means, rather it is reverently acknowledging His 
authority. It is the basis for understanding what our 
true vocation is, as we now know what our predes-
tined fulfilling role is as members of the church that 
is destined to serve in Heaven.

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments, and His ways past finding out! For 
of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all 
things: to Whom be glory for ever. Amen. (Ro-
mans 11:33, 36).

Equipped with this God-given enlightenment, the ef-
fective servant of the Lord is able to press on with the 
correct finish-line goal in his heart and mind. The ser-
vant of the Lord now knows the: what, why, how, who, 
when and especially now the full extent of the where 
found in Scriptures’ edification process; these are the 
things that make up each predestined vocation.

We today enjoy the benefit of having the “fulfilled” 
(i.e., “completed”) Word of God available to us (Co-
lossians 1:25). Understanding and growing in Scrip-
ture matures the faithful servant of the Lord, and this 
maturity tempers the servant of the Lord.

As Paul had previously taught,

The servant of the Lord must not strive, but be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in 
meekness instructing those that oppose them-
selves; if God peradventure will give them repen-
tance to the acknowledging of the truth, and that 
they may recover themselves out of the snare of 
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The change from Creator to Father is the goal of the eons. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead 
in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, 
(by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come 
He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace 
in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus 
(Ephesians 2:4-7).

God is today using a new called-out body of believ-
ers as a witness to all of creation, and especially the 
celestial beings that make up the “spiritual wickedness 
in high places” (Ephesians 6:12) – a living organism of 
believers bearing witness of His power, wisdom and 
grace to overcome evil with good. He made a show of 
this victory of good over evil at Calvary, a far-reaching 
victory that has not only paved the way for the concili-
ation of the Earth, but also the Heavenly places.

There are many examples in Scripture of supernat-
ural good overcoming supernatural evil within the 
context of seemingly insurmountable odds:

•	 David and Goliath (I Samuel 17:1-58);
•	 The Red Sea crossing (Exodus 14:1-31);
•	 Daniel and the den of lions (Daniel 6:1-28);
•	 Elisha prayed for his servant to see the spiritual 

protection that God sent (II Kings 6:14-17).

These expressed-within-the-Word-of-God examples 
of good overcoming evil showcase His intervention 
and absolute authority over each situation. They also 
imprint the lesson upon the called saint of how He 

alone is accomplishing His will. For the ecclesia des-
tined to reign as joint-heirs with Christ in the Heav-
enly places it is especially true.

It really is beyond our grasp to fully understand the 
nature or magnitude of the principalities, powers, 
mights and dominions that occupy the Heavenly 
places. These celestial beings are obscured from our 
visible daily experience as we live out our current 
existence within the confines of the physics of our 
three-dimensional comprehension. We rely upon the 
brief glimpses in Scripture of the duties, capabilities, 
strengths and limitations of the immortal celestial be-
ings. What is sure is that they exist and are superior 
to, and much more powerful than, mortal humanity.

For example, we read in Scripture that in one night 
one angel defeated 185,000 Assyrian solders:

“For I will defend this city, to save it, for Mine 
own sake, and for My servant David’s sake.” And 
it came to pass that night, that the angel of the 
Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the As-
syrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: 
and when they arose early in the morning, behold, 
they were all dead corpses (II Kings 19:34-35).

Here are a few more examples of the existence and 
strength of celestial beings:

•	 Balaam sees the celestial entity (Numbers 22:31);
•	 Cherubim guard the tree of life (Genesis 3:23-24);
•	 Daniel is visited by Gabriel (Daniel 9:21-22).
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The Mosaic Law is not the basis of how we live today. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.




The reason that a consideration of the celestial beings 
is especially important for the saints today is that our 
vocation, as joint-heirs with Christ, literally has to do 
with the oversight of the heavenly places.

The eyes of your understanding being enlight-
ened; that ye may know what is the hope of His 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, and what is the ex-
ceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working of His mighty 
power, Which He wrought in Christ, when He 
raised Him from the dead, and set Him at His 
own right hand in the heavenly places, far above 
all principality, and power, and might, and do-
minion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but also in that which is to come: 
and hath put all things under His feet, and gave 
Him to be the Head over all things to the church, 
which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth 
all in all (Ephesians 1:18-23).

Stop and let that sink into the vision you have of your 
future. Consider Paul’s words within the vocational 
context of God having chosen you, having predes-
tined you, having made you a joint-heir with Christ 
to dwell and reign with Him far above all of these 
immortal, celestial beings. You, in all of your cur-
rent mortal weakness, are the chosen to be seated 
with Christ far above all authorities in the heavenly 
places. I pray that our loving heavenly Father will 
give, unto each who reads this, enlightened eyes of 
understanding with which to grasp a glimpse of the 

glory that awaits the called, spotless, blameless and 
Heaven-bound saints. Today our called vocation is to 
comprise the church that is the fulfilling-body of our 
Head, the Lord Jesus Christ, to be seated there with 
Him in the glory of the conciliated heavenly places.

Charles Baker wrote a book in 1937 entitled “God’s 
Clock of the Ages.” The work was a defense of creation 
in light of the imposition that science and evolution 
were making at the time on Scripture’s testimony of 
God’s handiwork of creation. It was based on the 
twelve hours on a typical clock. Mr. Baker correctly 
identifies a significant amount of time that elapsed 
between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2, understanding that this 
gap serves as better support for creation and the ab-
solute authority of God.

The original creation in Genesis 1:1 has to do with 
the heavenly places and those celestial beings that 
were created to occupy them. The extensive lapse 
of time that separates the original cosmos from the 
habitat for humanity established in Eden’s garden (:3-
31) simply further testifies to the sovereignty of the 
great “I Am” of Scripture. It is in total support of the 
understanding and belief of creation by the hand of 
our sovereign God. It also aligns with the references 
in Scripture to the interference of the “sons of God” 
(ancient celestials) prior to the judgement of Noah’s 
time (Genesis 6:1-4), those who gathered (celestial 
heavenly powers) to give an account to God when He 
used the man Job as a witness of faithfulness against 
them (Job 1:6; 2:1), and the demonic activity (spiri-
tual wickedness as an evil contrast) in Scripture.

The Administration of the Secret
A Comprehensive Compilation

The Secret Administration, revealed through Ephesians and Colossians, 
is characterized and empowered by the dispensing of transcendent grace 
(Ephesians 1:7; 2:7; 3:2). Now, believing Gentiles are “no longer guests and 
sojourners,” as they were in the Pentecostal and Readjustment Adminis-
trations, but are “fellow-citizens of the saints and members of God’s family” 

(Ephesians 2:19). This outstanding work includes 45 chapters, by 17 authors, spanning 
nearly 200 years. Author’s include: Oscar M. Baker, Tom L. Ballinger, J. R. Caldwell, E. H. Clayton, J.J.B. 
Coles, John Essex, J.H. Evans, H.W. Fry, Vladimir Gelesnoff, William B. Hallman, Richard Holden, John 
H. Kessler, A.E. Knoch, Adlai Loudy, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., and Charles H. Welch.

308 pages See order form under “Compilations.”
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These celestial beings are fearfully powerful in con-
trast to the weakness of humanity. Our promise as 
joint-heirs with Christ, and possessing a body fash-
ioned like unto His, is to be far above them when we 
literally dwell in heavenly places at the appearing of 
Christ in glory. Understand that this assured future 
glory is a witness that we are living out right now in 
mortal weakness. This is our ministry as those who are 
sealed by God and destined for the highest Heaven.

Are you beginning to better understand why God 
has promised you a new body? Are you beginning 
to understand what it means to say, “I’m going to 
heaven when resurrected in Christ”? Can you now 
see how Paul could say, “For me to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain”? A more accurate translation of Philip-
pians 1:21 states “For me to be living is Christ, and to 
be dying, is gain” and better reveals the true intention 
in Paul’s heart. The thought in this passage comes 
from the Apostle’s goal to do everything in service to 
Christ. If he lived, he was actively serving Christ, but 
he also knew, in dying as a martyr,1 his death would 
further the gospel. Therefore, he concludes that re-
maining in service here was more profitable for 
those to whom he ministered, although he preferred 
neither evangelizing or a martyr’s death. Rather, he 
preferred to be together with Christ knowing that at 
His appearing (when we as Christ’s Body appear with 
Him) things will be far better for all. Paul lived from 
a heart that understood how brief our current life is, 
and how glorious our assured future is.

Are you starting to catch a vision of how we have only 
just begun to fulfill our destiny when we live out our 
brief existence down here on earth? I hope that you 

1.	 [Editor:] Tradition says that Paul was martyred, but we have no 
witness from Scripture.


 Belief in a cruel God makes a cruel man. – Thomas Paine (1737-1809)

Will We Escape Death?
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

The plight of humanity is mortality and death. In every age the believer’s hope has 
always been resurrection from the dead and the glory which lays beyond. It was 
Satan who first introduced the idea, “Thou shalt not surely die.” So, what makes 
anyone think that Satan was right – that we are actually not going to die? What makes 
someone expect that, of all of the people who have ever lived before them, they will 
somehow be the ones who will escape death? The answer, in one word: tradition.

See order form under “Clyde Pilkington.”62 pages

are, because even now we are commissioned to think 
in terms of already possessing this standing in Christ 
while pressing on as living testimonies of our new 
identity and hope.

Consider these insightful passages in light of the 
understanding of the ancient cosmos, the original 
creation that the ancient celestial beings continue to 
inhabit; our future position will be far above them in 
the highest heaven:

•	 Paul was caught up into paradise (II Corinthians 
12:1-5);

•	 For our citizenship is in Heaven (Philippians 3:20);
•	 Set your affection on things above (Colossians 3:2).

Think of the ancient example and experience of Job 
as his destiny was on full display to the celestial be-
ings that had congregated in council with God.

Now there was a day when the sons of God came 
to present themselves before the Lord, and Sa-
tan came also among them. And the Lord said 
unto Satan, “Whence comest thou?” Then Sa-
tan answered the Lord, and said, “From going 
to and fro in the earth and from walking up 
and down in it.” And the Lord said unto Sa-
tan, “Hast thou considered my servant Job, that 
there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and 
an upright man, one that feareth God, and es-
cheweth evil?” (Job 1:6-8).

In a similar way, our brief lives are being lived out as 
examples of the power, wisdom and grace of God to 
utilize us within the context of His victory over evil; 
victory that reaches the entirety of creation. We have 
only just begun as we complete our brief mortal expe-
rience in this current life. We will all find ourselves, 

http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm#5016
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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Cruel men believe in a cruel God and use their belief to excuse their cruelty. – Bertrand Russell (1872-1970)




at some point in this current life, coming face to face 
with our mortality. Death is assured to all of human-
ity; if you are facing it now whether by age, or sick-
ness, or accident, or maybe its impending grip has al-
ready taken a loved one from your current presence, 
remember that death is the destiny of all men by de-
sign. Dear friend, you are by no means facing it alone.

And it is appointed unto men once to die … 
(Hebrews 9:27).

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord 
(Romans 6:23).

If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are 
of all men most miserable (I Corinthians 15:19).

We have been programmed to think in terms of es-
caping death by way of the rapture instead of resting 
in the assurance of resurrection from sure death. This 
is sad, for the surety of hope, for all who are presently 
in Christ, is a clear understanding of our heavenly 
destiny and duty as joint-heirs with Him. The best 
way to overcome this roll-of-the-dice thinking that 
we are going to be a generation that will not have to 
face literal death, an assurance that no one to date 
has been able to claim as a literally experienced prom-
ise, is to have your understanding enlightened to our 
glorious calling. The fulfilling of Scripture with the 
revelation of the far reach of Calvary throughout the 
heavenly places, and our joint-heirship with Christ 
there in those heavenly places, is your certain prom-
ise.

God has placed His seal within the called today and 
given us the sure promise that we can think and live 
as those who are already resurrected in Christ. Death 

is a prerequisite to our putting off the corruption of 
our current bodies as we rest in the assurance of re-
ceiving a glorified body fashioned just like Christ’s 
body. It is after this life’s brief experience and resur-
rection that we assume our literal glorious calling as 
the Sons of God in Christ Jesus when we all appear 
with our Lord and Savior. We have the promise from 
God, Who cannot lie, that He will finish what He has 
begun in us (Philippians 1:6). Therefore, Paul’s ex-
ample to us is that our life is to be lived out resting in 
Christ, and that death is to be considered just a step in 
our brief experience as we press on in Him.

When Christ, Who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with Him in glory (Colos-
sians 3:4).

I thank my God upon every remembrance of 
you, always in every prayer of mine for you all 
making request with joy, for your fellowship in 
the gospel from the first day util now; being con-
fident of this very thing, that He which hath be-
gun a good work in you will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ (Philippians 1:3-6).

We will be clothed in a new body that is immortal, 
fashioned just like that of Christ our Head – a body 
that will not die, not grow old, nor grow weary with 
physical or emotional sickness and pain; a body that 
is suited to exist in any place or dimension of cre-
ation. We will have the ability to go anywhere in-
stantly. I remind you that the resurrected Lord Jesus 
Christ was able to pass right through an unopened 
door/wall (John 20:19, 26). He also ascended up into 
the presence of the Father, way up in the third Heav-
en, and returned to Earth in a short period of time 
(cf. John 20:17 with 20:19).
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With a full view of our eternal destiny understood, 
we now know that death for us is a necessary step of 
shedding the burden of the corrupt bodies that we 
are currently clothed in; “for this corruptible must put 
on incorruption.” Christ Jesus is our assuring example 
of resurrection power.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality. So 
when this corruptible shall have put on incor-
ruption, and this mortal shall have put on im-
mortality, then shall be brought to pass the say-
ing that is written, Death is swallowed up in vic-
tory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where 
is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the 
strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Je-
sus Christ (I Corinthians 15:53-57).

For our conversation is in Heaven; from whence 
also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto His glorious body, according 
to the working whereby He is able even to sub-
due all things unto Himself (Philippians 3:20-
21).

Until our glorious appearing with Christ, and the 
literal experience of these promises, we rest in the 
surety of Scripture knowing that we have the seal of 
the Holy Spirit within us as a witness of God’s in-
dwelling promise to bring us to the fulfillment of our 
destined future. Understanding all that we have in 
Christ, all that is ours to look forward to, is the basis 
of peace in our lives – peace that goes beyond the 
understanding of those who have not been given the 

ability to set their eyes on the prize of the high calling 
that we have in Christ. Please carefully reread these 
few short paragraphs and consider the magnitude of 
our high calling.

As the old hymn states, “… the things of this Earth 
grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace 
…” to us.

You are now in Christ and free and encouraged to 
pour your heart out boldly to God. Our current life 
is so often wonderful and full of pleasure. However, it 
is, by God’s design, also filled with burden that drives 
us back to Him. In our current state we would most 
often not keep God first in our hearts and minds 
without the fearful challenges we now face. He knows 
just how we are, and He created us thus to the end of 
teaching by way of experience. God delights in assur-
ing us of His love by providing supernatural peace – 
peace that is available right now for the called whose 
eyes have been enlightened, a precious current gift 
of solace from the fear brought on by our temporary 
mortal weakness.

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your request be made known unto God. And the 
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, 
shall keep you hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus (Philippians 4:6-7).
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