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N
ow let us examine I Corinthians 12, 
and all that we have said will be 
verified.1

Now concerning spiritual gifts [pneuma-
tikon] brethren, I would not have you to 
be ignorant (:1).

As the chapter opens, the subject is stated plain-
ly. Paul does not say that he did not want them to be 
ignorant concerning “the ecclesia which is His body,” 
but, “concerning spiritual gifts.”

Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same 
spirit, and there are differences of administra-
tion, but the same Lord, and there are diversi-
ties of operations, but it is the same God which 
worketh all in all (:4-6).

By these words they are informed that no matter 
what their gift, operation or administration may 
be, whether great or small, they were to be neither 
puffed up, nor to be disappointed.

But the manifestation of the spirit is given to ev-
ery man to profit withal (:7).

Here they are informed as to the purpose of their 

1.	 [Editor:] Continued from Bible Student’s Notebook 971.

The “Body” in I Corinthians 12
Part 2 of 21

by — Otis Q. Sellers (1901-1992)

There was no equality among members of the Corinthian “Ec-
clesia of God.”...................................................................................... 8199

In “the Ecclesia which is His Body” (of Ephesians) every member 

has the same rights, privileges, and prerogatives................. 8199
In the present dispensation there is just “one body.” God does not 
recognize the many “bodies” that men have formed.............. 8200

Key Points:

gifts. They were not given for the purpose of 
self-gratification, neither were they given to 

satisfy the possessor’s pride in the exercise 
of them. They were “to profit withal.” This 
means that they were for the profit of oth-
ers, that is, the whole assembly.

For to one is given by the spirit the word 
of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge 

by the same spirit; to another faith by the same 
spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same 
spirit; to another the working of miracles; to an-
other prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; 
to another divers kind of tongues; to another the 
interpretation of tongues: but all these worketh 
that one and the selfsame spirit, dividing to ev-
ery man severally as he will (:8-11).

Here we have a list of the gifts that existed in Corinth. 
Let us examine each one.

“The word of wisdom”

To some had been given the gift of uttering wisdom. 
Wisdom is knowledge with the capacity to use it 
right. Some in the Corinthian assembly could utter 
wisdom when and as needed.

(continued on page 8195)
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Imagine how much more terrible and chaotic the world would be if we really had our own “free will.” – Mark D. Vogt

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The direction of God in our lives is absolute, and all-encompassing. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“The word of knowledge”

The Greek word which is here translated “knowledge” 
normally carries the meaning of knowledge acquired 
by effort, learning or experience. None of these Cor-
inthians were more than five years old in Christ, yet 
to some had been given the gift of mature knowl-
edge, and they possessed all that can now come as 
the result of long study, effort and experience. Their 
knowledge was given, ours is acquired. Inasmuch as 
the Greeks were known for their admiration of wis-
dom and eloquence, it is plain that these two gifts 
would be the cause of much pride on the part of some 
who possessed them, and much disappointment on 
the part of some who lacked them.

“To another faith”

This does not refer to “saving faith,” for in the next 
chapter, Paul makes reference to this gift by saying,

though I have all faith, so that I could remove 
mountains (13:2).

This gift of faith made it possible for them to do some 
very wonderful things. In Acts 6:8 we read,

And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great 
wonders and miracles among the people.

“The gifts of healing”

Note that the plural is used here. These gifts gave to 
some in Corinth the power to work immediate and 
complete cures in all cases of sickness and disease.

“The working of miracles”

The results of the exercise of this gift must have been 
spectacular indeed.

“Prophecy”

Prophecy did not refer wholly to the foretelling of 
future events, but those who possessed this gift could 
do that very thing. An example of this is seen in the 
case of Agabus (Acts 11:28), where he told of a com-
ing famine.

“Discerning of spirits”

This gift gave the one who possessed it the ability to 
authoritatively state whether a spirit was of God or 
not. This was a valuable gift, but it probably was not 
greatly appreciated either by the assembly or by the 
one who possessed it. It was entirely lacking in that 
outward show which so delighted the Corinthians.

“Divers kinds of tongues”

This was the ability to speak in any language wholly 
apart from any previous knowledge or study. In the 
time that Corinthians was written a man could travel 
just a few miles and find a different language. This 
diversity of language greatly hindered all commerce, 
travel and government. It would have greatly hin-
dered the progress of the gospel, but God gave some 
the power to speak in any language that the hearers 
could understand.

See order form under 
“Compilations.”
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While we are looking at ourselves, we simply cannot “behold God.” – Hannah Whitall Smith (1832–1911)




“The interpretation of tongues”

This was the companion gift of speaking in tongues. 
Those who possessed this could interpret any lan-
guage a speaker might use.

There seemed to be in Corinth a childish delight in 
these last two gifts; probably because the possessors 
could use them to make a great show of wisdom. It is 
not hard to imagine the confusion that was caused in 
Corinth by the presence of these diversified gifts in 
the hands of a carnal people.

Having listed the gifts, it was then the apostle’s task 
to show the place, the purpose and the proper use 
of these gifts. This he does in a plain and simple, yet 
exceedingly powerful way by presenting the smooth 
workings of the human body with its many diversi-
fied members as an illustration.

For just as the body is one, and hath many 
members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body: so also is the Christ 
(:12).

The body in this verse is the human body and the 
statements made concerning it are for the purpose of 
setting it forth as an illustration. The human body is 
a unit; even though it has many members, all of these 
members form one body. Even as the human body, 
so also is the anointed (the Christ). The Greek word 
for anointed and the word for Christ are the same. 
The reference here is to the anointed ecclesia of that 
period (see I John 2:27).2

2.	 “But the anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you, 
and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anoint-

In order to make his illustration valid, Paul must 
now demonstrate that their local assembly also is a 
body, and this he does in the next verse.

For in one spirit are we all baptized into one 
body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or 
free; and were all made to drink of one spirit 
(:13, RV).

This verse is commonly removed from its setting and 
made to teach many things which were never intend-
ed. Baptism in the spirit began on the day of Pente-
cost, and this experience was shared in common by 
all of the out-called of the Acts period. It was true of 
Jews, and it was true of Greeks; it was true of free-
men, and true of slaves. This common experience 
made a vital link which formed them into one body.

The Usage of “Body” in Scripture

Certain men, hard pressed to support their theories, 
have deliberately created the impression that when-
ever you find the word “body” it is a reference to the 
present out-calling, “the Ecclesia which is His Body.” 
This is not true, but since this erroneous impression 
is common, it will be necessary for us to be estab-
lished in the usage of the word “body” in the Scrip-
tures. The clearest reference to the usage of the word 
“body” is found in I Corinthians 6:16.

What? know ye not he which is joined to a har-
lot is one body?

The usage here is exceptionally clear. From this pas-

ing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even 
as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.”

24 pages
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morbidly imagined that they had committed this sin and spoiled their whole 
career! To the contrary, since Christ died for all that all might live, and all 
who will be saved will be saved by grace, it follows that eventually all will be 
saved, that God may be All in all. Two studies in one booklet.

http://www.studyshelf.com/knoch.htm#4002
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf


8197Bible Student’s Notebook™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963Issue 972

We are justified in our judicial standing, for there is no charge against us. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




sage we learn that two or more things brought into 
vital union are considered “one body.”

The nation of Israel in the Old Testament was a body. 
In fact, Israel is called a body in Luke 17:37.

Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles 
be gathered together.

The reference here is to Israel in the great tribulation. 
The nations of that day will come together in an at-
tempt to exterminate the body of Israel, just as the 
vultures gather about a dead body. This fact stands 
out: the word “body” is used here of those who cer-
tainly are not included in “the Ecclesia which is His 
Body.”

If we call Israel a body, the priesthood a body, each 
tribe a body, the twelve disciples a body, a man and 
his wife a body, a man and a harlot a body, the church 
of God a body, the present out-calling a body, we 
will not be violating in the least the scriptural use of 
the word “body.” All of these are two or more things 
which have been brought into vital union or rela-
tionship. It is not right to play tricks with the word 
“body,” as if it were never used of anything except the 
present out-calling.

Paul, having set forth the human body as an illus-
tration, then sets forth the out-called of Corinth as 
a body because they had all been baptized into one 
spirit. They were not baptized into one body, but into 
one spirit, and this vital link formed them into one 
body. There is not a line in Scripture to prove that the 
spirit ever baptizes, neither is there a line to prove 
that believers are baptized into the body by the spirit. 

Christ was the baptizer, and He was to baptize in the 
spirit. This being true of the out-called at Corinth, 
in the Pentecostal Dispensation, it made them one 
body. But even without this they still would have 
been one body,

for we being many are one bread and one body; 
for we are all partakers of that one bread (I Cor-
inthians 10:17).

Thus, we have recorded two separate things that made 
them “one body.” They all partook of “one bread,” and 
they had all been baptized in “one spirit.”

Having demonstrated that the Corinthians are a 
body, the apostle resumes the illustration by again 
setting forth the human body. From :14-26 every 
statement Paul makes is concerning the human 
body, but they are made in such a way that the hear-
ers would immediately see that they are also true of 
the body of which they are members. His statements 
could be paraphrased as follows.

The human body does not consist of one mem-
ber, but many. If the foot were to say, “Because I 
am not a hand I am not a part of the body,” that 
would not make it any less a part of the body. Or 
if the ear were to say, “Because I am not an eye, I 
am not a part of the body,” that would not make 
it any less a part of the body. If the whole body 
were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the 
whole body were an ear, where would the smell-
ing be? The truth is that God has arranged ev-
ery member of the human body as it has pleased 
Him. If they were all one member, where would 
the body be? As a matter of fact there are many 

 

The 1611 King James Version Original 
Margin Notes

Despite King James’ efforts to control the translators who worked on the 
version that bears his name, they incorporated marginal notes that in some 
instances were quite telling, stating in their preface:

… Doth not a margin do well to admonish the reader to seek further, and 
not to conclude or dogmatize upon this or that peremptorily? … They 
that are wise, had rather have their judgments at libery in differences of 
readings, then to be captivated to one, when it may be the other.
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 God is not subject to those things to which creation is subject. – Mark D. Vogt
parts but only one body. The eye cannot say to 
the hand, “I do not need you;” nor can the head 
say to the feet, “I do not need you.” Those parts of 
the body which seem somewhat feeble are indis-
pensable. Without them the body cannot func-
tion properly.

It is not difficult to apply each of these statements 
to the local “ecclesia of God” of the Acts period. The 
very gifts of some gave them an importance that we 
usually attach to the eyes, and the gifts of another 

relegated them to the position of the feet. Yet, one 
needed and was dependent upon the other.

We will do well to note that, in this chapter, the “head” 
is composed of those who were thus appointed, such 
as eyes, ears and nose.3

3.	 “If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the 
whole were hearing, where were the smelling?” (I Corinthians 
12:17).

StudyShelf PO Box 265
Windber, PA 15963 www.StudyShelf.com

Bibles 

The Companion Bible
(Notes and Appendices by E.W. Bullinger)
An in-depth study Bible for those who seek 
to know and understand God’s Word. Ex-
tensive marginal notes with appropriate 
Hebrew and Greek analysis provide alter-
nate translations of critical passages and 
call attention to other relevant texts. De-

tailed outlines focus on the context and significance of each 
book while emphasizing how each part fits into the whole. 
Helps include: Nearly 200 appendixes of Hebrew words 
and their use, charts, parallel passages, maps, lists of proper 
names, calendars, and timelines. Keyed to the marginal notes, 
provide additional information on genealogies, synonyms, 
historical and a wide range of other important topics.
#7591 - Burgundy Hardback $54.95
#7830 - Enlarged Type Hardback Edition $64.95
#7634 - Black Bonded Leather $82.95
#7768 - Black Genuine Leather $89.95

Concordant Literal
New Testament
with Keyword Concordance
A helpful reference tool, making you aware 
of distinct Greek words, the Concordant 
Version is a literal translation, seeking to 
carry over the original text through a con-
sistent – concordant – English vocabulary. 

The hardcover version is bound together with the Keyword 
Concordance, in which the English words used in the text are 
arranged alphabetically.
#2966 (Hardback) $29.95

Young’s Literal Translation of the 
Bible
This is Robert Young’s 3rd and last edition 
of his translation (1898). Being a strictly 
literal translation makes it the perfect study 
tool. Text is done in 9 point print, which is 
larger and easier to read than the print sizes 
used in the past by other publishers.

7250 – Paperback $39.95 7775 – Hardback $54.95

Books
Concordant Commentary on the New Testament 
by – A.E. Knoch. First published more than 60 years ago, 
this is an outstanding one-volume commentary of the Greek 
Scriptures. (#4683) 407 pp., HB $19.95

Critical Lexicon & Concordance to the English & 
Greek New Testament
by – E.W. Bullinger. English words appear in alphabetical or-
der along with the equivalent Greek words, their literal and 
derivative meanings, and a list of passages in which they ap-
pear. Includes a comprehensive Greek-English index. (#4319) 
1040 pp., HB $49.95

Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
by – James Strong. A valuable reference work containing the 

location of every word in the KJV, as well as noting the Greek 
and Hebrew words underlying the translation. (#5703) 1552 
pp., HB $24.95 

Figures of Speech Used in the Bible
by – E.W. Bullinger. Bible students have made serious blunders 
through the inattention to figures of speech, clouding the real 
meaning of many important passages of Scripture. Bullinger’s 
work, first published in 1898, clarifies 217 distinct figures of 
speech used in the Bible. In systematic order, this classic gives 
the proper pronunciation of each figure of speech, its etymology 
or origin, and a number of Scripture passages where the figure 
of speech is used, giving full explanation of its use in each con-
text. It cites nearly eight thousand Bible passages and includes 
five appendices and seven indexes, making it even more valu-
able as a reference tool. No other work approaches the scope 
and detail of this field of study. (#5169) 1104 pp., HB $49.95



8199Bible Student’s Notebook™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963Issue 972

The will and plan of God are simply undeterrable. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.




In the present out-calling, Christ alone is the Head.

The human body can be used very effectively as an 
illustration of the kingdom “Ecclesia of God.” Howev-
er, the human body cannot genuinely illustrate “the 
Ecclesia which is His Body,” for the outstanding truth 
of Ephesians is that this ecclesia is a joint-body. In a 
joint-body absolute equality prevails. Each member 
is the peer of every other member. No member can 
claim to be the “eyes” or the “ears” of God’s present 
out-calling.

There is no equality of members in the human body. 
The eyes are more valuable than the fingers. There 
was no equality among members of the Corinthian 
“Ecclesia of God.” Some were apostles, some were 
prophets, some were teachers, and same were heal-
ers.

In “the Ecclesia which is His Body” every member has 
the same rights, privileges, and prerogatives. This 
was not true in “the Ecclesia of God.” If a man was an 
apostle, it was because God had set him in the eccle-
sia as an apostle, and only these could be apostles.

Those who use the human body as an illustration of 
“the Ecclesia which is His Body” are ignorant of the 
character of God’s present out-calling. They speak as 
if some today were the “eyes” and “ears” of the body, 
but they will never go so far as to name just one that 
God has appointed to do the seeing and hearing for 
the one body revealed in Ephesians.

Now we are a body of Christ (I Corinthians 
12:27).

These words were spoken to the Corinthian ecclesia. 
A review of the context will show that the message 
was narrowed down to this one assembly. The defi-
nite article (“the”) that appears in most English 
translations before the word “body” is not found 
in any Greek text. There is no indefinite article (“a”) 
in the Greek language, so where the definite article is 
omitted, it has to be considered indefinite, unless the 
definite character of the noun is clearly indicated by 
the context.

The insertion of the definite article here would make 
the passage untrue. The Corinthians were not THE 

body of Christ. They were a body, or one body of 
Christ, but not the body. This would have excluded 
other assemblies such as Rome and Thessalonica. 
The Corinthians themselves were one body, and they 
belonged to Christ. The Romans were their own one-
body assembly that belonged to Christ. Thessalonica 
was another.4

In :28-31 Paul gives a list of eight things ranging from 
“apostles” to “diversities of tongues” which he says God 
has “set in the ecclesia.” This statement prompts us 
to ask immediately, “Which ecclesia? – The Ecclesia 
which is His Body?” If so, then the things listed here 
should be found today among the members of God’s 
present out-calling. Yet, they are not to be found, and 
these final words of Paul settle the question of the 
witness of I Corinthians 12. It is not a treatise con-
cerning God’s present out-calling. Instead, it was a 
treatise on the place and proper use of the many gifts 
given to the kingdom “ecclesia of God.”

The “Body” in Romans 12

In Romans 12 we have the same teaching as in I Cor-
inthians 12, only in Romans the message is greatly 
condensed. There the illustration is also the human 
body, and likewise it is used to set forth the prop-
er function of gifts in the ecclesia. Paul’s statement, 
“having then gifts differing,” is enough to show that it 
is not a reference to the joint-body revealed in Ephe-
sians.

The “One Body” of Ephesians

There is one body, and one spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
Who is above all, and through all, and in you all 
(Ephesians 4:4-6).

Paul’s statement concerning the “one body” here 
in :4 does not say that there has always been, and 

4.	 [Editor:] Here are translations that accurately render the phrase 
of I Corinthians 12:27:

“you but are a body of Anointed” (ED);
“you are a body of Christ” (FAA);
“a body which is Anointed” (JMNT);
“ye yet are body of-anointed” (CS);
“you are a body for Christ” (FF);
“you, yet, are a body of Anointed” (DT).
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always will be, just “one body.” Yet, in the present 
dispensation there is just “one body.” God does not 
recognize the many “bodies” that men have formed, 
and Paul exhorts us to keep the unity of this “one 
body” (:3).

Theologians of past generations believed and taught 
that the “church” began with Adam and included all 
of the redeemed up to the New Heavens and Earth. 
This error superimposed upon the Word of God has 
kept most in ignorance for centuries.

It was a glorious day when some made their first at-
tempts at right division and began to make a clear 
distinction between Israel’s Kingdom and God’s 
present secret out-calling. But, after a good begin-
ning it seems that there was an attempt on the part of 
most expositors to see how many places they could 
find the ecclesia, or a revelation of the ecclesia, in 
the Word of God. They supposedly “saw” it in Eve 
in Genesis 2, in Rebecca in Genesis 24, in the wife of 
Joseph in Genesis 41, in the tabernacle of Exodus 24, 
in the Song of Solomon, in the kingdom parables of 
Matthew 13, in prophecy in Matthew 16, in the in-
structions given in Matthew 18, and in the five wise 
virgins of Matthew 25.

In the events of Pentecost they supposedly “find” its 
birth; in the book of James, addressed to the Twelve 

Tribes scattered abroad, they claim to “find” its walk.

They force its history into Revelation 2 and 3; they 
purport to “see” it in the twenty-four elders of Rev-
elation 5; they make it the bride of Revelation 19, and 
put it in the Jerusalem of Revelation 21.

Therefore, we must not be surprised when they as-
sume that they “discover” a great revelation concern-
ing it in a passage which from beginning to end is a 
treatise on gifts (I Corinthians 12).

We are the out-called members of “the Ecclesia which 
is His Body.” Our calling has its own unique purpose 
sphere, truth, walk, blessings, hope and destiny. Let 
us determine to discover what these are by a faithful, 
prayerful, careful study of the Ephesian and Colos-
sian epistles.

(abridged & edited)

—	The Word of Truth
January-February, 1940
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There are many myths in Christendom. They have managed to master their own form of 
mythology. Easter is an example of such a religious fable.

If Easter is the celebration of the historical fact of our Lord Jesus Christ’s resurrection, then 
why does its date change every year? Historical dates do not fluctuate; but Easter Sunday 
can fall anywhere between March 22 and April 25. Have you ever wondered why?

It is one of the glaring clues that something is seriously wrong with Christendom. The 
Western Christian religion can’t seem to get anything right when it comes to even the 
simplest of Scriptural truths. 
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Have you ever really considered if there is any scriptural basis of Good Friday or Easter Sunrise Services that are so com-
monly observed by the religious community? Additionally, have you ever considered what Easter Rabbits and Easter Eggs 
have to do with the resurrection of Christ or teachings of God’s Word?

Although millions of people are of the opinion that Easter and all of its customs are Christian and originated as a result of 
Christ’s resurrection, it is a historical fact that the observance of Easter long antedates Christianity by centuries.
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