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God’s Out-Calling

In Genesis 12 it is recorded that God made 
the choice of Abraham and his seed after 
him, and began to deal with them according 
to His election. Faith and works filled a dom-
inant place in their lives, but God’s purpose 
for them according to election had to stand.

From the call of Abraham to Christ’s sacrifice at 
Calvary, the nation of Israel was God’s out-calling 
(i.e., ecclesia).1 In Matthew 16:17 the Lord Jesus an-
nounced His purpose to build a new out-calling upon 
a certain rock or foundation.

Peter had just confessed Jesus to be the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God. This was the foundation upon 
which the new out-calling was to be built. The Lord 
warned them that they should tell no man that He 
was Jesus the Messiah, for the time of beginning this 
new out-calling had not yet arrived.

From the day of Pentecost, all who confessed that the 
despised and crucified Jesus was the long-expected 
Messiah, the Son of the living God, became members 
of the out-calling that the Lord said He would build. 

1.	 [Editor:] English translations of the Greek word ecclesia (such as 
“church”) fall far short of expressing the truth of the word. Out-
called, or out-calling, is more descriptive of the true meaning.

The “Body” in I Corinthians 12
Part 1 of 2

by — Otis Q. Sellers (1901-1992)
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Key Points:

This was the out-calling of God, or “the Eccle-
sia of God”2 (usually rendered “the Church of 

God” in most English translations).

This out-calling was in existence before 
Paul’s conversion, for he persecuted “the 

Ecclesia of God” (I Corinthians 15:9; Gala-
tians 1:13); and we have no trouble in iden-

tifying this out-calling throughout the entire 
period covered by the book of Acts. It was God’s out-
calling during that period, and there was no other 
out-calling, or ecclesia, during that time.

This out-calling dominates the scene from Pentecost 
until Acts 28:28, when it was superseded by another 
out-calling, “the Ecclesia which is His Body” (Ephe-
sians 1:23).

A People from the Gentiles

Then the tenth chapter of Acts marks the beginning 
of the work among the Gentiles, even though at that 
time it concerned only one household. In Acts 13 
Paul comes upon the scene as a laborer, and by his 
ministry the work among the Gentiles was carried 

2.	 [Editor:] There are eight uses of the phrase “the Ecclesia of God” 
found in Scripture: Acts 20:28; I Corinthians 1:2; 10:32; 11:22; 
15:9; II Corinthians 1:1; Galatians 1:13; I Timothy 3:5.

(see Body, page 8187)
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When once you know God, He is absolutely irresistible. – Hannah Whitall Smith (1832–1911)

on with such vigor that many Gentiles were brought 
to Christ. These Gentiles were added to “the Ecclesia 
of God,” and the position they held is clearly stated in 
the Word of God.

We are commanded in the Word to discern the 
things that differ. In many things this is not easy to 
do, but in the case of “the Ecclesia of God” and “the 
Ecclesia which is His Body” it is not difficult. In many 
points they are the same, and many similarities can 
be pointed out. Yet in many vital points there is such 
a wide difference that it is utterly impossible to say 
that they are the same.

When the pseudo-scientist desires to demonstrate 
man’s identity with the ape, he can point out hun-
dreds of striking similarities. These, to him, demon-
strate man’s relationship to the simian; but we look at 
the differences, and in view of these we can honestly 
insist that man and the ape are not the same.

Even so it is when we make an honest comparison of 
“the Ecclesia of God” and “the Ecclesia which is His 
Body.” Many have set forth their similarities and have 
pronounced that they are one and the same. We rec-
ognize these, but the points of difference are enough to 
prove that they are two distinct ecclesias, or out-callings.

There are those who contend that “the Ecclesia which 
is His Body” began on the day of Pentecost. These see 
no difference between “the Ecclesia of God” and “the 
Ecclesia which is His Body.” Others insist that “the 
Ecclesia which is His Body” began at Acts 13 with the 
ministry of Paul among the Gentiles. A third group 
insists that no one was called as a member of “the 

Ecclesia which is His Body” until after Acts 28:28. 
This writer takes his stand with the third group, and 
stands ready to defend it with the Word of God. To 
him it is the only position that is defensible.

A Question of Position

No matter what stand one may take as to when the 
present out-calling began, it must be admitted that 
the question is not one regarding salvation but posi-
tion. In other words, the matter can be put in three 
questions. What was the position of the out-called at 
Pentecost? What was the position of the out-called 
after Acts 13? What was the position of the out-called 
after Acts 28:28?

Some will answer that all three positions were the 
same. Others will say that the out-called from Pente-
cost to Acts 13 had one position, and the out-called 
after that had another position. This writer is con-
tending that the out-called from Pentecost to Acts 
28:28 were given a position in “the Ecclesia of God,” 
and that out-called after that time have been given a 
position “the Ecclesia which is His Body.”

In view of this, it is evident that if we can find any-
thing in the book of Acts, or in the epistles of Paul 
written during the Acts period,3 that tells us that the 

3.	 [Editor:] The term “Acts period” is a reference to the time-period 
covered by the events of the book of Acts. It begins at Pentecost 
and ends with Paul at Rome. This period is the “blade” and “ear” 
stage of the Kingdom of God (Mark 4:26-29). For more informa-
tion on the stages of the Kingdom of God, see: 
–	“The Five Stages of the Kingdom of God,” Otis Q. Sellers, Bible 

Student’s Notebook 907;
–	“The Parable of the Kingdom’s Growing Grain,” Andrew Brown, 

Bible Student’s Notebook 909.

58 pages

See order form under 
“Compilations.”

Paul’s Priestly Ministry (A Compilation)
Prior to the revelation of the present Secret Administration found in Ephesians and 
Colossians, Paul’s ministry was a prophetic light “to the Gentiles” (Acts 13:47) under 
the auspices of Israel (Isaiah 49:6), Paul himself “acting as a priest” (Romans 15:15-
16, CV). During his earlier ministry, by his own admission, his teaching was limited to 
what “the prophets and Moses did say should come” (Acts 26:22), proclaiming “the 
hope of Israel” (Acts 28:20). This vital key is crucial to the proper understanding of 
the epistles which Paul wrote prior to Ephesians, letters which were “out of an install-
ment” (I Corinthians 13:9-10, 12, CV).

This is a collection of eight important articles, by four authors: Vladimir Gelesnoff 
(1877-1921), A.E. Knoch (1874-1965), Adlai Loudy (1893-1984), and Clyde L. Pilk-
ington, Jr.
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The heavenly hosts are learning of God’s limitless resources of wisdom through us. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




Jews or Gentiles who were out-called during the Acts 
period were members of “the Ecclesia which is His 
Body,” then we must retract and admit that the present 
out-calling did begin somewhere in the Acts period.

The proper way to do this is to go to the Acts and 
to the epistles written in that period and examine 
every statement that has any bearing upon the po-
sition of those who were out-called in that period. 
This should settle the matter for all who permit the 
Word to settle things – and since it is specifically the 
position of the saved Gentiles that we have in mind, 
we will concentrate upon those passages that speak 
concerning their position.

Gentile Position in the Acts Period

The only statement in the book of Acts that has any 
positive bearing on Gentile position during that pe-
riod is found in Acts 26:17-18.

Delivering thee from the people, and from the 
Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, to open 
their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and in-

For more information of this time-period covered by the book 
of Acts, see:
–	“Gentiles During the Acts Period,” David Tavender, Bible Stu-

dent’s Notebook 733;
–	“The Acts Period and the Acts Period Epistles,” Tom L. Ballinger, 

Bible Student’s Notebook 604;
–	“The Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s Acts Epistles Considered 

Historically and Dispensationally,”  J.J.B. Coles, Bible Student’s 
Notebook 613;

–	“Before and After Acts 28,” Oscar Baker, Bible Student’s Note-
book 595;

–	  “Different Conditions Before and After Acts 28,” David Taven-
der, Bible Student’s Notebook 747; 
Also see the book,

–	The Acts Dispensation, Otis Q. Sellers, Bible Student’s Press (on 
the order form under “Sellers.”)

A study of the unique dispensation that covered the Acts Pe-
riod.

The Acts Dispensation
by — Otis Q. Sellers (1901-1992)

62 pages See order form under “Sellers.”

heritance among them which are sanctified 
by faith that is in me.

In :18 the words up to the word “sins” have to do with 
Gentile salvation, and the words following have to 
do with Gentile position. The last statement could be 
better translated,

an allotment among those who have been sepa-
rated by faith that is in me.

Here we are told that the out-called Gentiles were al-
lotted a place among the Israelites. As Israel’s blessings 
were not transferable, these Gentiles were partakers 
of that which belonged to Israel. Therefore, in the one 
and only statement concerning Gentile position in 
the book of Acts we find no word telling us that they 
were members of “the Ecclesia which is His Body.”

The Position of the Out-Called in 
Paul’s Early Epistles

We will now look at the position of the out-called as 
found in Paul’s epistles written during the Acts period.4

We will consider a few examples of their position 
from these epistles, in the order in which they were 
written.

In I Thessalonians we find a passage that has to do 
with the Gentile position of those spoken to. In 2:12 
we are told that God had called them to “His kingdom 
and His glory.”

It seems that if these Thessalonians were members of 
some new and glorious out-calling, Paul would have 
4.	 For more on this theme, see:

–	Paul’s Early Epistles, F.H. Robison, Bible Student’s Press (see the 
order form under “Robison”).
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God’s sovereignty is absolute and without any real challenge in the universe. – Mark D. Vogt




made some mention of it to them.

Galatians actually gives a few passages concerning 
Gentile position during the Acts period. Let us look 
at these.

Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, 
the same are the children of Abraham (3:7).

So then they which be of faith are blessed with 
faithful Abraham (3:9).

That the blessing of Abraham might come on 
the Gentiles through Jesus Christ (3:14).

And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s 
seed and heirs according to the promise (3:29).

Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the 
mother of us all (4:26).

Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the chil-
dren of promise (4:28).

So then, brethren, we are not children of the 
bondwoman, but of the free [Sarah] (4:31).

These passages tell us that the Gentiles of the Acts 

period were children of Abraham, blessed with faith-
ful Abraham, that the blessing of Abraham had come 
upon them, that they were Abraham’s seed, that they 
were heirs according to the promise that God made to 
Abraham, and that they were children of the promise.

In all of this there is no hint or suggestion that they 
were members of a new out-calling, “the Ecclesia 
which is His Body.”

When God made promises to Abraham and his seed, 
He included the Gentiles in those promises. They 
were to be blessed through the seed of Abraham. 
These passages from Galatians demonstrate that 
both Gentile salvation and position during the Acts 
period were in complete harmony with the words 
spoken to Abraham. Their blessings were not made 
known by the revelation of a secret, for they were the 
subject of Old Testament promise and prophecy.

1 Corinthians 12 deals with the position of the Gen-
tiles in the Acts period, but since this chapter is the 
subject of this study, we will reserve its treatment un-
til the last.

We now turn to the book of Romans, where we find 
more about Gentile position during the Acts period 
than in any other book. The question is dealt with 

 
In the Pentecost Administration, during the Acts period, there were many eccle-
sias, in the plural – “all the ecclesias” (Romans 16:4, 16; I Corinthians 7:17; 14:33; 
II Corinthians 8:18; 11:28, CV). Each of these ecclesias were, in and of them-
selves “the body of Christ” – an integrated “one body,” while today in the Secret 
Administration there is but one single ecclesia, in the singular – “the Ecclesia 

49 pages
See order form under 

“Compilations.”

“The Body of Christ” or “The Church 
Which Is His Body”?

A Compilation on the “One Body” of the Current 
Administration

which is His Body” (Ephesians 2:22-23, CV). This ecclesia is universal and not local. This ecclesia of the 
Secret Administration has no bearing whatsoever on locality, and is of necessity, the only “One Body” uni-
versal (Ephesians 4:4).

This “One Body” of Ephesians and Colossians (Ephesians 2:16; 4:4; Colossians 3:15) is the Post-Acts 
“church,” of which Christ alone is Head (Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:15; 5:23; Colossians 1:24; 2:19). This is the 
only Ecclesia of the Secret Administration.

This short compilation has works from three authors: Tom L. Ballinger, G.J. Pauptit (1889-1962), and 
Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

http://www.studyshelf.com/compilations.htm#5276
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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 What a good father ought to do, God, Who is our Father, is absolutely sure to do. – Hannah Whitall Smith (1832–1911)
in detail in Romans 11. The statements found in this 
chapter are so emphatic that it would settle the whole 
matter if men would only cease trying to read their own 
ideas into the epistles of the Acts period. Those who 
try to place “the Ecclesia which is His Body” in the Acts 
period usually ignore the plain statements given here.

In Romans 11:13 Paul addresses the Gentiles specifi-
cally, and tells them of their position and standing. 
In order to make plain the truth he uses the olive 
tree as an illustration. This tree had been planted in 
very rich soil. Into this soil God had put every good 
thing that the tree needed for growth and fruit bear-
ing. This olive tree is identified for us in :24 as being 
“their own olive tree.” It was Israel’s olive tree, and this 
cannot mean “the Ecclesia which is His Body.” This ol-
ive tree represented all of Israel’s covenant blessings 
and privileges. To them God had given the sonship, 
the glory, the covenants, the law, the divine service, 
the promises and the Messiah. No other nation was 
given any of these things.

When Paul wrote the Roman epistle, some of the 
branches had already been cut off. It may have been 
that the Jerusalem branch was cut off at the stoning 
of Stephen, the Antioch branch at Acts 13:46, and the 
Corinthian branch at Acts 18:6.

The Gentiles of the Acts period are described as 
being branches out of a wild olive tree. These were 
grafted in among the natural branches and with the 
natural branches they partook of “the root and the 
fatness of the olive tree.”

And if some of the branches be broken off, and 
thou, being a wild olive tree, wert grafted in 
among them, and with them partakest of the 
root and fatness of the olive tree (11:17).

Paul warns these Gentile believers not to boast over 
the natural branches, and if they do, to remember 
that they do not bear the root, for the root is bearing 
them. He tells them that they stand by faith.

In Old Testament times there was a door open to the 
Gentiles by which they could enter into Israel’s bless-
ings. In Acts 14:27 Paul announced that a door of 
faith had been opened to the Gentiles. These had en-
tered into blessing with believing Israel by faith. Paul 

warns them that their position in the good olive tree 
makes them subject to the same treatment as the nat-
ural branches. He then climaxes the truth by saying,

And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, 
shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft them 
in again. For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree 
which is wild by nature, and wert grafted con-
trary to nature into a good olive tree: how much 
more shall these, which be the natural branches, 
be grafted into their own olive tree?

This is plain. Why should we reject this testimony 
as to the position of out-called Gentiles in the Acts 
period? Paul tells where these Gentiles came from: 
they were out of a wild olive tree; and He tells of their 
position: they were grafted into a good olive tree. He 
then identifies the good olive tree: it is Israel’s own ol-
ive tree. Therefore, these Gentiles had their position 
in something that the unbelieving Jews had been cut 
out of. This cannot be “the Ecclesia which is His Body.”

The “Body” in I Corinthians 12

Those who appeal to this chapter for a new out-call-
ing and position do not seem to care at all that the 
Lord has spoken in it. Their chief delight is found in 
:13, 27.

For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond or free; and have been all made to 
drink into one Spirit … Now ye are the body of 
Christ,5 and members in particular.

These passages are wrested from their divine setting 
and forced to teach a doctrine that is not found when 
the chapter is considered as a whole.

To come to a true understanding of these verses we 
must give due consideration to their place in the 
chapter, and to the place of the chapter in the epistle. 
Therefore, we will consider the epistle and then the 
chapter as a whole.

The occasion of this epistle was a letter of inquiry 
from Corinth asking advice on certain questions, but 

5.	 [Editor:] The Emphatic Diaglott renders this, “You but are a body 
of Anointed.”
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God uses “all” to accomplish His will. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.




making no reference to the sad divisions that exist-
ed among them (I Corinthians 7:1). Paul wrote this 
epistle in order to deal with the problems that were 
vexing and disturbing the Corinthian assembly. One 
of the major problems was the matter of spiritual 
gifts. The Corinthian assembly had its existence, and 
this epistle was written in that period of time which, 
for the purpose of designation, is commonly called 
the Acts Dispensation,6 or the Pentecostal Dispensa-
tion. This was a kingdom dispensation that had its 
beginning on the day of Pentecost and continued for 
about thirty-three years. It ended when Israel was set 
aside by the pronouncement, “the salvation of God is 
sent to the Gentiles” (Acts 28:28).

This kingdom dispensation was characterized by 
“signs following,” and its unique constitution was giv-
en by the Lord in Mark 16:15-20.

And He said unto them, “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned. And 
these signs shall follow them that believe; in My 
name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay hand on the sick, and 
they shall recover.” So then after the Lord had 
spoken unto them, He was received up unto 
Heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And 
they went forth, and preached everywhere, the 
Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following.”

6.	  [Editor:] See the author’s book:
–	The Acts Dispensation, Otis Q. Sellers, Bible Student’s Press (on 

the order form under “Sellers”).

That this confirmation of the word by signs, wonders 
and miracles was taking place in Corinth is clearly 
indicated I Corinthians 1:6-7.

Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed 
in you so that ye come behind in no gift.

These gifts are listed as being the word of wisdom, the 
word of knowledge, faith, gifts of healing, working 
of miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, different 
kinds of tongues, interpretation of tongues. Every 
one of these gifts were being manifested in Corinth, 
and they were possessed by one or more members of 
the Corinthian assembly.

Under circumstances so extraordinary, it was un-
avoidable that many disorders should arise. Some 
men who were deluded or imposters would claim 
to be voices of the Spirit; some would be dissatisfied 
with the gifts which they had received and envy those 
whom they regarded as more highly favored; others 
would be inflated and make an ostentatious display 
of their extraordinary powers; and in the assembly it 
seems that great confusion arose from so many per-
sons desiring to exercise their gifts at the same time. 
These serious problems were included in the letter 
sent to Paul, or else they were reported to him by the 
house of Chloe (I Corinthians 1:11).

The advice and counsel of Paul concerning these 
problems gives us some additional light on the exact 
nature of the difficulties. They were acting like chil-
dren about these sign gifts. Instead of using them as 
signs to those who did not believe (14:22), they were 
using them to minister to their own pride in the pos-
session of them. For example, there may have been a 
man who possessed a spectacular gift like “working of 
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miracles,” who was filled with pride and looked with 
something like contempt upon the one who pos-
sessed a gift totally lacking in outward show, like that 
of “discerning spirits.” Then again, the man who had 
the lesser gift was torn with jealousy and disappoint-
ment because his gift was not great and spectacular.

Among a carnal people (3:1) this situation caused 
many problems, and instead of these gifts being a 
blessing, they were becoming a curse; instead of 
building up, they were tearing down; instead of cre-
ating unity, they were causing division. Paul’s burden 
is to get these gifts functioning, each in their proper 
place, so that they will be used for the glory of the 
Giver, and not for the personal glory of the possessor.

This is the situation that caused I Corinthians 12 to 
be written. From beginning to end it is a treatise on 
spiritual gifts and their proper use. It begins with the 
words, “Now concerning spiritual gifts,” and it ends 
with the words, “covet earnestly the best gifts.” Its one 
subject is gifts, and every verse in the chapter deals 
with the matter under consideration. It does not deal 
with the formation or character of a new out-calling, 
“the Ecclesia which is His Body.”

(abridged & edited)

(to be continued)

—	The Word of Truth
January-February, 1940

[Editor:] Terms such as “Acts Period” (or “Pentecostal Period”) 

and “Acts Dispensation” (or “Pentecostal Dispensation”) should 
be viewed simply as efforts to identify God’s operations con-
tained within the time covered by the book of Acts. However, it 
is important to recognize that these actions were nonetheless a 
subset of the “Kingdom of the Heavens.” This kingdom was first 
proclaimed by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:2-3) and Jesus Christ 
(4:14), and later by the 12 Apostles (10:7) and the Apostle Paul 
(i.e., “none other things,” Acts 26:22) in his early epistles. This offer 
was at first only for the nation of Israel (Matthew 10:5-6; 15:24), 
yet later in the book of Acts it was expanded to include Gentiles 
(Acts 10; Romans 11:17). Spiritual gifts were used throughout 
the book of Acts to confirm the genuineness of this offer, and 
were given to the multiple local bodies of Christ (I Corinthi-
ans chapters 12-14) without Jewish/Gentile ethnic distinctions 
(Galatians 3:28). These gifts were withdrawn when God ended 
the offer of the “Kingdom of the Heavens” in Acts 28:28, prior 
to the revelation of the Secret Administration in Ephesians. 
It is essential to recognize that the pre-millennial “Kingdom 
of the Heavens” was continually being offered from John the 
Baptist (Matthew 3:23) to the end of the book of Acts (28:28).

The idea of a so-called “transition period” within the time 
covered by the book of Acts is simply a misnomer, suggesting a 
progressive revelation of “the Mystery” given to Paul. However, 
the doctrine of the “Acts period” is nothing less than the 
“Kingdom of the Heavens,” or in other words, “none other things 
than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come” 
(Acts 26:22). It was not until after Acts 28 that it is given to Paul 
to write Ephesians and Colossians which reveal the absolute 
secrets of our Celestial allotment, the universal One Body, the 
Secret Administration, and the Pleromas of God (Colossians 
2:9) and of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23), which are NOT revealed 
in any of Paul’s earlier epistles (i.e., those epistles written PRIOR 
to Acts 28:28).

Topics:
Major: I Corinthians 12; Acts Period; Ecclesia: One Body; 
Paul’s Early Epistles

Minor: Acts 28:28; Colossians; Ephesians; Gifts; Israel; Mys-
tery; Paul; Signs
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