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I
n Genesis 1:1 the Bible states that GOD 
created the Heavens and the Earth. The 
Scriptures do not try to directly prove 

the existence of GOD. There is the assump-
tion that God exists and that HE does not 
try to “convince” anyone that HE is Who 
HE says HE is. What God does do is to dem-
onstrate to all of creation that HE is the “All 
in All” (I Corinthians 15:28). Over and over the 
Bible tells of God’s love, power, mercy, grace, fidelity, 
dependability and a number of other traits probably 
too numerous to list in this short lesson. We are His 
creation, and as such we are bound by the limitations 
He has placed upon us. Romans 9:14-24 gives us a 
clear picture of the reality that all is out of Him. Not 
some things or most things, but ALL things are out 
of Him.

God is the Placer and Subjector and nothing escapes 
His attention, for He created it all, and He created it 
for His purposes and for His pleasure (Isaiah 46:9-
10). We as the created have no say in what He has 
done or what He is doing or will do, but we can be 
assured that what God has done, is doing and will 
do will all be for His glory and our benefit.  He is 
not only the God of our performance, but also of His 
performance. It is what He does and not what we do 
or try to do. We are simply the actors on His great 
stage, and He is the Master Director placing every-
one where He wants them and directing them to ac-

Who Is God?
Bible Student’s Courses

Course 1: GOD / Unit 1 - An Introduction / Lesson 1 - Who Is GOD?
by — Mark D. Vogt

(see God, page 8132)
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We are to be God-centered, not man-centered....................... 8132
Key Points:

complish His purposes even as we think that we 
are the god of our own lives. Even our having 

faith, and how much faith we have, is deter-
mined by God (Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 
12:3).

In Romans 8 the Apostle Paul tells us that 
we are aware that God is working everything 

together for the good of all humanity, not just 
believers. It is just that very few know this fact. Those 
who are called know this fact. To clear up a common 
misconception, God does not call people to salvation 
(for all will be saved), but His callings are for service. 
In every era God has called out a small number of 
people to fulfill special roles in service to Him. In 
fact, God gives faith (Philippians 1:29) to those He 
chooses, and He blinds, yes blinds, the rest of hu-
manity and locks them in stubbornness and in being 
unable to be persuaded about Him as well as locking 
them under sin (Romans 11:32; Galatians 3:22). All 
will have faith in due time, but this time is not that 
time. 
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It is, I am convinced, impossible for anyone really to know God and not to trust Him. – Hannah Whitall Smith (1832–1911)

God Is Love
Bible Student’s Courses

Course 1: GOD / Unit 1 - An Introduction / Lesson 2 - God Is Love
by — Mark D. Vogt

Sadly, there are some who would teach of a god who somehow does 
not know all things, is not all powerful, is not sovereign, and is always 
changing his mind. This may be a god of religion, but it is not the God 
of Scripture. This work goes back to the basics, back to a scriptural 
foundation of the True and Living God.

God 101: Back to Basics
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

70 pages See order form under “Clyde Pilkington.”

W
hen talking about GOD and thinking 
about GOD, one has to separate and un-
derstand the difference between what 

His essence is and what His attributes are. There is 
a difference. 

The attributes of GOD are many and will be dis-
cussed at some length in other lessons. In short, 
God’s attributes describe what He is like and how He 
uses these attributes to manifest His essence. His es-
sence, on the other hand, at His core, is Who He is. 
We can describe GOD as being just or omnipotent or 
merciful, and He is that, and He is a lot more. These 
are some of His attributes, but these are not what He 
is at His core. What He is at His core is LOVE. Love is 
God’s essence. It is Who He is in His being. I John 4:8 
says that “God IS love” and this assertion is repeated 
in :16. 

To repeat this important truth, Love is the essence 
of GOD. It is Who He is. GOD is merciful and He 
is omnipotent, but that is not Who He is at His core 
being. His essence, or His love, is the guiding prin-
ciple in everything that He does. Not some of the 
time or most of the time, but all of the time. Malachi 

3:6 (KJV) says that the LORD changes not. This does 
not mean that He does not have different goals or 
different ways of dealing with humanity at different 
times. Those things change during different eons (or 
ages) or different dispensations (or administrations). 
What does not change is GOD’S love, demonstrated 
through the manifestation of His attributes and His 
son the Lord Jesus Christ, as He is dealing with man-
kind. This is consistently manifested throughout His 
plans concerning mankind and is the main reason 
that the almighty GOD can be trusted.

GOD has embedded within each human being the 
need to love and to be loved. By design GOD has 
marred, to one degree or another, the complete abil-
ity to love others and, by the same token, the com-
plete ability to fully receive love. The heart yearns for 
this unmarred condition. In Job 14:15 Job longs for 
his resurrection because GOD will make Job com-
plete – because GOD longs for the work of His hands. 
Even though most human beings (those whom GOD 
has enlightened being the exception) do not com-
prehend this love, nevertheless they sense this love 
somewhere deep in their heart. 

God’s love is the guiding principle in everything that he 
does............................................................................................8131

God’s love is unconditional - unlike religion............................. 8132
Nothing will prevent God from saving everyone..................... 8132

Key Points:

http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm#2510
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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The usual first reaction to new information is to reject it in favor of what we think we already know. – André Sneidar




In the movie Love and Mercy Brian Wilson of the 
Beach Boys goes through an emotional rollercoaster 
for decades, unable to deal with the pain and pres-
sure of trying to be what others expected him to be, 
when all he wanted was for somebody just to love 
him for simply being who he was – a flawed human 
being needing that unconditional love. This is what 
our great GOD does: loves us and all humanity un-
conditionally. 

GOD is love and His love is unconditional, unlike 
religion which puts conditions on people so that they 
might receive GOD’S love (by conforming to their 
religious requirements). GOD is not bound by man’s 
religion or its expectations. Any love that we have to-
ward and for GOD is because He first loved us (I John 
4:19). GOD’S love is so powerful it is like a burning 
passion that can’t be quenched. He will do everything 

in His power (and He is powerful) to claim every hu-
man being for His own. He will not let one person be 
lost but will seek and save everyone because of this 
passionate love that He has for us. There is not one 
being, celestial or terrestrial, that can prevent Him 
from completing His mission to save everyone.

Now, is this the kind of GOD that you would want 
to trust and worship? To lay your heart bare to Him, 
to let Him take all of your troubles and burdens and 
place them upon Himself? This is the kind of love 
that can’t be measured and can’t be fathomed. It is 
the truest and deepest kind of love that is possible, 
for it is the love of GOD and it can’t be surpassed (I 
John 4:9, 16).

Topics:
Major: God; Love
Minor: Sovereignty

bsn

God has no beginning and will have no end. Nothing 
existed before God, and whatever does exist now ex-
ists because God called if forth from within Himself. 
He is the first cause and the only cause, and nothing 
came about without Him. He did not create out of 
nothing but all that He created came out of Himself. 
Romans 11:36 states, “out of Him and through Him 
and for Him is all” (CV).

If we are going to understand God and His Word, 
we must start out with GOD first and understand as 
much as we can about God and His ways, and then 
proceed to man and what God has for humanity. 
This is being GOD centered. Religion has it back-
wards. Religion starts with man and then proceeds 
to God. In religion, man is centered on what he can 

do for God and how he can perform for his deity in 
hopes that his deity will reward him. The emphasis is 
on man’s performance and on man himself, as if God 
was dependent on man for anything. This leads to 
a man-centered universe where God is not needed. 
Eventually man becomes his own god, the arbitrator 
of what is right and wrong, and begins to believe that 
he can solve his own problems and hence, there is no 
need of the God of the universe. Yet it is GOD alone 
Who is “operating all in accord with the counsel of His 
will” (Ephesians 1:11). GOD said it and it is so.

Topics:
Major: God; Sovereignty
Minor: Calling; Faith; Religion; Salvation of All

bsn

An in-depth study of the constellations and principle stars as they pertain to 
prophetic truth. More than forty charts and diagrams are included.

The Witness of the Stars
by — E.W. Bullinger

See order form under “Bullinger.”205 pages

God (continued from front page)

http://www.studyshelf.com/BullingerBooks.htm#4570
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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The Mystery [of Ephesians] was not merely unknown but unknowable. It was positively withheld. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




W
ith GOD’s essence being Love, we must 
consider another verse in I John which 
declares that GOD is something else, 

and that it is His essence also. As you study and pon-
der this declaration from GOD you will realize that 
it is just the other side of the same coin. I John 1:5 
declares that GOD is Light, and there is no darkness 
in Him.

We are surrounded on all four corners with the stark 
reality that there is not only physical darkness in the 
nighttime, but there is crushing spiritual darkness 
around us all the time as well. While we certainly can 
appreciate things about the physical darkness (stars, 
shooting stars, comets and the planets and more), 
nevertheless, much evil occurs under the cover of 
physical darkness.

In Acts 17:16 while the Apostle Paul was waiting in 
Athens his spirit was stirred within him as he saw 
that the city was “wholly given to idolatry.” Idolatry 
is the worst form of spiritual darkness, for it is that 
form of spiritual darkness in which people knowing-
ly and enthusiastically give to some entity that which 
rightfully belongs to GOD. That which they give is 

their worship. John 3:19-21 tells us that the light has 
come into the world, and that light is His Christ. It 
further states that men love darkness rather than the 
light. The light shines into the darkness and exposes 
the things of evil.

Light illuminates or makes known what was previ-
ously hidden. The Greek-English Keyword Concor-
dance of the Concordant New Testament defines light 
as,

that band of radiant energy which affects the reti-
na of the eye, and renders visible the objects from 
which it proceeds or is reflected. Figuratively, that 
which enables spiritual sight.

GOD possesses these two types of light. More cor-
rectly, He is these two types of light. The physical 
glory of GOD would blind if not kill mortal human 
beings if they were in the presence of GOD. This light 
or glory will be on full display long into the future 
when GOD tabernacles with man during the fifth 
eon as the city, the New Jerusalem, the holy city, 
descends out of Heaven and having the glory from 

bsn

God Is Light
Bible Student’s Courses

Course 1: GOD / Unit 1 - An Introduction / Lesson 3 - God Is Light
by — Mark D. Vogt

This quintessential book victoriously celebrates and convincingly proclaims 
the absolute sovereignty of God. Sadly, religion has veiled the truth of the God 
of the Bible, making Him either an aloof deity, indifferent to the condition of 
the creation, or one who is at the worst cruel or at the least unloving and un-
caring. Yet the loving Deity of Sacred Scripture always has had and will have 
sole and complete control over His entire creation. This ultimate collection of 
100 works by 34 authors spans nearly 175 years. It is an extensive reference 
work that is essential for every library.

478 pages
See order form under 

“Compilations.”

The Absolute Sovereignty of God
(A Comprehensive Compilation)

GOD is the one Who gives spiritual light.................................... 8136 God illuminates our mind to comprehend His love................ 8136
Key Points:

(see Light, last page)

http://www.studyshelf.com/sovereignty.htm#2435
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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 Our love and grace are but mere, faint expressions of God. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Q: My understanding is that you hold the posi-
tion that the gifts in Ephesians 4:11 are not rel-

evant to the Body today? If so, what is the rationale 
for this since it is included in an epistle for the current 
“secret administration?”

I could see that if one was interpreting “apostle” and 
“prophet” in a narrow sense (i.e., an apostle of Christ 
or one who prophesied about Paul’s ministry.) But it 
seems to me that evangelism and shepherding and 
teaching are still necessary. Otherwise, how will the 
Body continue to be adjusted and grow as described 
in that passage? For example, without the evangelistic 
and teaching ministry you operate, I would not have 
learned the truth about the Body (at least speaking 
from a relative human perspective).

A follow up question/objection when you have the 
chance: In 4:7-8 it says, “to each one of us was given 
grace … ascending on high … [Christ] gives gifts to 
mankind” (CV). Then it goes on to say, “And the same 
One gives these, indeed, as apostles, prophets,” etc. (:11). 
It translates the verb as “gives” both times (an inter-
esting choice since the Greek is in the aorist tense).

So would not “each one of us” simply mean a univer-
sal bestowing of gifts, with some having gifts suited 
for the “adjusting of the saints”? Or is there a case to 
be made to assume there are no longer such gifts giv-
en? – L.S.

(see Books, nextg page)

A: The short answer is, “Yes, there is a case to be 
made that these gifts are no longer given to-

day.” Let’s first deal with the “aorist” tense of the Greek 
verb “give.” Collins Dictionary defines it thus:

a past tense of Greek verbs, denoting an action 
without indicating whether completed, continued, 
or repeated.

The problem in accurately, or literally, translating aor-
ist tenses of Greek verbs is that there is no such verb 
tense in the English language.

Most of the Bible versions to which I have access give 
the past tense rendering of the word “give” as “gave,” 
“has given,” etc.

This difficulty in translation is apparent when we look 
at Strong’s and Thayer’s definitions for the Greek word 
didōmi (G1325), and see the many ways it has been 
rendered:

Strong

A prolonged form of a primary verb (which is used 
as an alternate in most of the tenses); to give (used in 
a very wide application, properly or by implication, 
literally or figuratively; greatly modified by the con-
nection): - adventure, bestow, bring forth, commit, 
deliver (up), give, grant, hinder, make, minister, num-
ber, offer, have power, put, receive, set, shew, smite (+ 

“He Gave Gifts”

Reader’s Question Box #74
by — André Sneidar

 

In the Heavenlies: Studies in Ephesians
by — William B. Hallman (1903-1973)

The key to this book of Ephesians is the phrase which occurs five times, 
namely, “in the Heavenlies” (en tois epouraniois). It is found in 1:3; 1:20; 
2:6; 3:10 and 6:12. It is the dative plural, and in this grammatical construc-
tion always means a locality. It is correctly rendered in 1:20, “in the heav-
enly places” or “in the heavenlies,” and should so have been translated in 
all five occurrences. This phrase is found nowhere else in the Scriptures.

70 pages See order form under “Hallman.”

http://www.studyshelf.com/biblecommentaries.htm#3135
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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Our discomfort arises from anxiety as to our relationship to God, and doubts as to His love. – Hannah Whitall Smith (1832–1911)




with the hand), strike (+ with the palm of the hand), 
suffer, take, utter, yield.

Thayer

1) to give
2) to give something to someone

2a) of one’s own accord to give one something, to 
his advantage
2a1) to bestow a gift

2b) to grant, give to one asking, let have
2c) to supply, furnish, necessary things
2d) to give over, deliver

2d1) to reach out, extend, present
2d2) of a writing
2d3) to give over to one’s care, intrust, commit
2d3a) something to be administered
2d3b) to give or commit to some one some-

thing to be religiously observed
2e) to give what is due or obligatory, to pay: wages 

or reward
2f) to furnish, endue

3) to give
3a) to cause, profuse, give forth from one’s self

3a1) to give, hand out lots
3b) to appoint to an office
3c) to cause to come forth, i.e., as the sea, death 

and Hell are said to give up the dead who have 
been engulfed or received by them

3c) to give one to someone as his own
3c1) as an object of his saving care
3c2) to give one to someone, to follow him as a 

leader and master
3c3) to give one to someone to care for his in-

terests
3c4) to give one to someone to whom he al-

ready belonged, to return
4) to grant or permit one

4a) to commission

Clyde Pilkington points out the obvious problem with 
rendering the aorist tense as present or infinitive tense 
in the following verses (CV):

For thus God LOVES the world, so that He 
GIVES His only-begotten Son (John 3:16);

Surely, He Who SPARES not His own Son, but 
GIVES Him up for us all” (Romans 8:32);

Who GIVES Himself for our sins (Galatians 1:4);

the patriarch Abraham GIVES a tithe (Hebrew 
7:4:).

It is consistent with the Greek, but a poor Eng-
lish translation. Abraham, for example, is still not 
GIVING tithes.

I find these renderings interesting:

Christ chose some of us to be apostles, prophets, 
missionaries, pastors, and teachers (Contempo-
rary English Version).

And He Himself appointed some to be Apostles, 
some to be Prophets, some to be evangelists, some 
to be pastors and teachers (Weymouth).

The key is the past tense “gave”: it was those gifts giv-
en during the Acts (Pentecostal) time to bring about 
the purpose of the following verses – the edification 
(building up) of the believers.

A major consideration in “rightly diving the Word of 
Truth” is that we must remember that this includes 
Paul’s epistles as well. Paul’s Acts ministry was dealing 
with Israel and their program. “Signs” and “gifts” were 
part of those things that were active during the Acts 
time while the law was still in effect, while Israel was 
still God’s nation/people, because “the Jews require 
a sign” (I Corinthians 1:22, cf. Hebrews 2:4) – they 
were the confirmation of God’s promise to redeem/
reconcile them; but these were terminated after Israel 
rejected God, His Son, and the ministry of the spirit 
at Acts 28, and they have no place in the Mystery Dis-
pensation.

A glaring question comes to mind: If these divine gifts 
were still in effect today, why is there so much differ-
ence in doctrines? Clyde Pilkington makes a salient 
point about this:

Paul’s Five Ministries

by — Adlai Loudy (1893-1984)

84 pages.

(See order form Under 
“Loudy.”)

http://www.studyshelf.com/dispensational.htm#1247
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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Truth is not invalidated by anyone’s acting contrary to it. – André Sneidar

bsn

GOD. Revelation 21:11 describes this glory as Her 
luminosity being like a stone most precious. Revela-
tion 21:22-23 says that the city has no need of the sun 
or moon because the glory of GOD illuminates it.

Likewise, GOD is the one Who gives spiritual light 
for He illuminates the heart of man. Not all people 
receive the same measure of faith (Romans 12:3). 
Some receive illumination to a varying degree while 
on Earth, while all will receive the full impact in res-
urrection. Romans 1:19-21 pointedly drives home 
the reality that all mankind has implanted within 
them a GOD consciousness put there by GOD.

As GOD gives physical light and it will be demon-
strated to humanity in the 5th eon (age), so does GOD 
give us spiritual light in the form of His son the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He gave this light to GOD’S people, Is-

rael. This light walked among His people revealing 
GOD to them. John 14:9 tells us that, if you have seen 
Jesus Christ, then you have seen the Father. We were 
not alive at that time, but GOD has not left us without 
a witness. That witness is in the Scriptures, and those 
Scriptures tell us of the love that GOD has toward all 
mankind as well as His Logos or His plan. The Scrip-
tures tell us what GOD has done in the past, what He 
is doing now and what He will be doing in the future. 
The apostle Paul tells us in Colossians 1:25 that God 
commissioned him to complete the Word of GOD. 
We have everything that GOD wants us to have so 
that we not only get to know things about GOD but 
that we would be able to get to KNOW GOD. GOD is 
light, and GOD is love, and GOD is so very good. He 
illuminates our mind to comprehend His love.

Topics:
Major: Christ; God; Light
Minor: Illumination; Love

“Pastors” – The Ascension Gifts, the Higher Powers 
of Romans 13, and the Secret Administration

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

See order form under 
“Clyde Pilkington.” no flesh-and-blood rulers. We are to be submissive only to our Head: the Lord 

Jesus Christ. To Him alone do we owe our allegiance.

The modern role of “pastor” is not founded on Scripture, but instead is an 
institutional fabrication of Protestantism. The Ascension Gifts of Ephesians 
4 were prophetically a part of Israel’s Old Testament promises. The “higher 
powers” of Romans 13 were not a reference to civil authorities, but rather the 
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If the gifts of Ephesians 4 are still being given, all 
of them are, including Apostles and Prophets. 
How is it that we can have “prophets” in the Secret 
Administration?

During the Acts period these supernatural gifts were 
essential. Without the completed written revelation 
“gifts” were needed to evangelize, teach and adjust. 
Now with the completed Word (Colossians 1:25), 
no one needs such supernatural “gifts,” but a dili-
gence and dedication to the Scriptures themselves.

It becomes clear, then, that “correctly cutting” (CV) the 

Word of Truth is the key to knowing what God is do-
ing, and when He is doing it. Since God is not dealing 
with Israel during the current Mystery Dispensation, 
then none of Israel’s things have any place in either 
our teaching or our walk.

[Note:] For more on this, see:
–	“Pastors” – The Ascension Gifts, the Higher Powers of Ro-

mans 13, and the Secret Administration, Clyde L. Pilking-
ton, Jr. (see order form under “Pilkington”)
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Minor: Apostles; Right Division; Translation
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