
pectation is from Him.1

Yet now there are many who would say, “My 
soul, wait thou upon my good disposition 
and feelings, or upon my righteous works, 
or upon my fervent prayers, or upon my 
earnest striving, for my expectation is from 

these.” To wait upon God only seems to them 
to be one of the most unsecure things they can 

do. They reach out on every side for something to 
depend on, and, not until everything else fails will 
they put their trust in God alone.

George Macdonald (1824-1905) says,

We look upon God as our last and feeblest re-
source. We only go to Him when we have nowhere 
else to go. And then we learn that the storms of 
life have driven us, not upon the rocks, but into 
the desired haven.

No soul can be really at rest until it has given up all 
dependence on everything else and has been forced 
1.	 Psalm 62:5.
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God Is Enough
My soul, wait thou only upon God: for my 
expectation is from Him (Psalm 62:5).

The last and greatest lesson that we will con-
sider is the fact that God, and God alone, is 
enough. This is the crowning lesson of life: 
God is enough!

If God is indeed the “God of all comfort,” as we have 
seen; if He is really and truly our Father; if, in short, 
all the many aspects we have been studying of His 
character and His ways are actually true, then we 
must come to the positive conviction that He is, in 
Himself alone, enough for us, and that we may safely 
rest in Him absolutely.

We have wanted a great many things besides God. 
We have wanted fervent feelings about Him, or real-
izations of His presence with us, or an interior rev-
elation of His love; or else we have demanded satis-
factory schemes of doctrine, or successful Christian 
work, or something of one sort or another, besides 
Himself.

The psalmist said in those old days,

My soul, wait thou only upon God: for my ex-
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Satan’s doctrine of “free will” in Genesis was and continues to be the downfall of man. – André Sneidar

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Christianity is firmly a performance-based religion. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

to depend on the Lord alone. As long as our expec-
tation is from other things, nothing but disappoint-
ment awaits us. Feelings may change, and will change 
with our changing circumstances; labors may come 
to naught; prayers may seem to lose their fervency; 
everything that we have believed in or depended 
upon may seem to be swept away, and only God is 
left, just God, the bare God, if I may be allowed the 
expression; simply and only God.

We say sometimes, “If I could only find a promise 
to fit my case, I could then be at rest.” But promises 
may be misunderstood or misapplied, and, at the 
moment when we are leaning all of our weight upon 
them, they may seem utterly to fail us. But the Prom-
iser, Who is behind His promises, and is infinitely 
more than His promises, can never fail.

The little child does not need to have any promises 
from its mother to make it content; it has its mother 
herself, and she is enough. Its mother is better than 
a thousand promises. In our highest ideal of love, 
promises do not enter. The person of the lover is 
better than all of their promises. And should every 
promise be wiped out of the Bible, we would still 
have God left, and God would be enough.

Again, I repeat it, only God is enough, He Himself, 
just as He is, without the addition of anything on our 
part, whether it be disposition or feelings, or experi-
ences, or good works, or any other thing either out-
ward or inward.

God only is my rock and my salvation; He is my 
defense: I shall not be moved.2

I do not mean by this that we are not to have feel-

2.	 Psalm 62:6.

ings, or experiences, but they can never be depended 
upon as being any indication of our spiritual condi-
tion. Feelings are things that come and go, and are 
often dependent on the state of our health, or the 
condition of our surroundings.

Faith holds us independent of all else, resting in only 
the grand, magnificent fact of God, that He is God, 
and that He is our Savior. It finds God, the fact of 
God, sufficient, whether we feel ourselves to be in a 
desert or in a fertile valley. Faith can say with Israel’s 
prophet,

Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines; the labor of the ol-
ive shall fail, and the field shall yield no meat, 
the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stall; yet I will rejoice in 
the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.3

We are made for this, and we can never find rest in 
anything short of it. All of God’s dealings with us, 
therefore, are shaped to this end; and He is often 
obliged to deprive us of all joy in everything else in 
order that He may lead us to find our joy only and 
altogether in Himself.

It is all very well, perhaps, to rejoice in His promises, 
or in the experiences we may have realized; but to 
rejoice in the Promiser Himself – Himself alone –
without promises, or experiences, this is the crown-
ing place of faith; and this is the only place where we 
can know the peace which passes all understanding, 
and which nothing can disturb.

Yet sometimes we cannot think that the Lord can be 
anything to us, unless we find in ourselves something 

3.	 Habakkuk 3:17-18.
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“Second causes” are powerless to act, except by God’s arranging. – Hannah Whitall Smith (1832-1911)
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to assure us of His love and His care. If, for instance, 
we feel a glow of love toward Him, then we can say 
heartily that He is enough; but when this glow fails, 
as sooner or later it is almost sure to do, then we no 
longer feel that we have found our all in Him. The 
truth is that what satisfies us is not the Lord, but our 
own feelings about the Lord. Yet we are not con-
scious of this; and consequently, when our feelings 
fail, we think it is the Lord Who has failed, and we 
are plunged into darkness.

The only really vital thing in our relationship with 
God is, not what are our feelings toward Him, but 
what are His feelings toward us. Our sufficiency can-
not possibly be of ourselves, but of God.

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think 
any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is 
of God.4

This, then, is what I mean by God being enough. It 
is that we find in Him, in the fact of His existence, 
and of His character, all that we can possibly want 
for everything. God is, must be our answer to every 
question and every cry. If there is any lack in the One 
Who has undertaken to save us, nothing supplemen-
tary we can do will avail to make it up; and if there is 
no lack in Him, then He, of Himself and in Himself, 
is enough.

This is the secret of freedom from all of the discom-
fort and unrest of life. Discomfort and unrest arise 
from our strenuous but useless efforts to generate 
some satisfactory basis of confidence within our-
selves; such, for instance, as what we consider to be 

4.	 II Corinthians 3:5.

the proper feelings, or the right amount of fervor or 
earnestness, or at least, if nothing else, a sufficient 
degree of interest in spiritual matters. Yet because 
none of these things are ever satisfactory (and, I may 
tell you, never will be!), it is impossible for our life to 
be anything but uncomfortable.

However, if we see that all of our salvation, from 
beginning to end, depends on the Lord alone; and 
if we learn that He is able and willing to do for us 
“exceeding abundantly above all we can ask or think,”5 
then peace and comfort cannot fail to reign supreme. 
Everything depends upon whether the Lord, in and 
of Himself, is enough for our salvation, or whether 
other things must be added on our part to make Him 
sufficient.

Some years ago, I was passing through a great deal of 
questioning and perplexity, and I felt that no one had 
ever had such peculiar difficulties as mine before. 
There happened to be staying near me just then for 
a few weeks a lady who was considered to be deeply 
spiritual, and to whom I had been advised to consult 
for spiritual help. I summoned up my courage, there-
fore, one afternoon and went to see her, pouring out 
my troubles; I expected of course that she would take 
a deep interest in me, and would be at great pains to 
do all she could to help me.

She listened patiently enough, and did not inter-
rupt me; but when I had finished my story, and had 
paused, expecting sympathy and consideration, she 
simply said, “Yes, all you say may be very true, but 
then, in spite of it all, there is God.” I waited a few 
minutes for something more, but nothing came, and 

5.	 Ephesians 3:20.
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Be not afraid of saying too much in the praises of God; all of the danger is of saying too little. – Matthew Henry (1662-1714).


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she had the air of having said all that was necessary.

“But,” I continued, “surely you did not understand 
how very serious and perplexing my difficulties are.”

“Oh, yes, I did,” replied my friend, “but then, as I tell 
you, there is God.”

I could not induce her to make any other answer. It 
seemed to me most disappointing and unsatisfac-
tory. I felt that my peculiar and really harrowing ex-
periences could not be met by anything so simple as 
merely the statement, “Yes, but there is God.” I knew 
God was there, of course, but I felt I needed some-
thing more than just God; and I came to the conclu-
sion that she, for all her great reputation as being a 
spiritual teacher, was at any rate not able to grapple 
with a peculiar case such as mine.

However, my need was so great that I did not give up 
with my first trial, but went to her again and again, 
always with the hope that she would sometime begin 
to understand the importance of my difficulties and 
would give me adequate help. It was of no avail. I was 
never able to draw forth any other answer. Always to 
everything would come the simple reply, with an air 
of entirely dismissing the subject, “Yes, I know; but 
there is God.”

At last, by her continual repetition I became con-
vinced that she really and truly believed that the 
mere fact of the existence of God, as the Creator and 
Redeemer of mankind, and of me as a member of the 
race, was an all-sufficient answer to every possible 
need of His creatures. At last, because she said it so 
often and seemed so sure, I began dimly to wonder 

whether after all God might not be enough, even for 
my need, overwhelming as I felt it to be. From won-
dering I came gradually to seeing that, being my Cre-
ator and Redeemer, He must be enough; and at last, a 
conviction burst upon me that He really was enough, 
and my eyes were opened to the fact of the absolute 
and utter all-sufficiency of God. He was enough and 
my soul was at rest.

The all-sufficiency of God is enough for the child of 
God. We all know the utter rest of the little child in 
the mother’s presence and the mother’s love. That its 
mother is there is enough to make all fears and all 
troubles disappear. It does not need the mother to 
make any promises; she herself, just as she is, with-
out promises and without explanations, is all that the 
child needs. My own experience as a child taught me 
this, beyond any possibility of question.

Now, when any troubled soul fails to see that God is 
enough, I feel like saying, not with scorn, but with 
infinite pity, “Ah, dear friend, you do not know God! 
Did you know Him, you could not help seeing that 
He is the remedy for every need of your soul, and 
that He is an all-sufficient remedy. God is enough, 
even though no promise may seem to fit your case, 
nor any inward assurance give you confidence. The 
Promiser is more than His promises; and His exis-
tence is a surer ground of confidence than the most 
fervent inward feelings.”

Someone may say, “All of this is no doubt true, and I 
could easily believe it if I could only be sure it applied 
to me. But I am so good-for-nothing, and so full of 
sin, that I do not feel as if I had any claim to such 
riches of grace.”

bsn
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 Blessed is he who sees God in history and in nature, as well as in revelation. – William S. Plumer (1802-1880)
All the more, if you are good-for-nothing, and full of 
sin, have you a claim on the all-sufficiency of God. 
Your very good-for-nothingness and sinfulness are 
your loudest claims. Paul, the apostle, declares that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners;6 not 
to save the righteous, not to save the fervent, not to 
save the earnest workers, but simply and only to save 
sinners, among whom he was chief.

As long as our attention is turned upon ourselves and 
our own experiences, just so long is it turned away 
from the Lord. This is plain common sense. As I have 
said elsewhere, we can see only the thing we look at, 
and while we are looking at ourselves, we simply can-
not “behold God.”

Heretofore, it may be, our eyes have been so fixed 
upon ourselves that all of our interior question-
ing has been simply and only as regarded our own 
condition. Is my love for God warm enough? Am I 
earnest enough? Are my feelings toward Him what 
they ought to be? Have I enough zeal? Have I enough 
faith? Do I feel my need as I ought? We have been 
miserable because we have never been able to answer 
these questions satisfactorily. Although we do not 
know it, it has been a mercy that we never could an-
swer them satisfactorily; for, if we had, the self in us 
would have been exalted, and we should have been 
filled with self-congratulation and pride.

Paul, the apostle, declares,

All things are yours, whether … the world, or 
life, or death, or things present, or things to 
come; all are yours; and ye are Christ’s; and 
Christ is God’s.7

It would be impossible for any statement to be more 
all-embracing. And “all things are yours” because you 
belong to Christ – not because you are so good and 
so worthy, but simply and only because you belong 
to Christ. Let our needs and difficulties be as great as 
they may, yet “all things” are part of our inheritance 
in Him.

Neglect, indifference, forgetfulness, ignorance are all 
impossible to God. He knows everything, He cares 

6.	 I Timothy 1:15.
7.	 I Corinthians 3:21-23.

about everything, He manages everything, and He 
loves us. What more could we ask?

God’s saints through the ages came to know this, and 
realized that God was enough for them.

Job said out of the depths of sorrows and trials, which 
few can equal, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in 
Him.”8

David could say in the moment of his keenest an-
guish, “yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death,” yet “I will fear no evil, for Thou art 
with me.”9

Paul could say triumphantly in the midst of many 
and grievous trials,

For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.10

After such a declaration as this, where every contin-
gency is provided for, how can any of us dare to ques-
tion or doubt God’s love? We do not need to beg Him 
to love us, He simply cannot help it.

Therefore, oh doubting and sorrowful hearts, in the 
face of all we have learned concerning “the God of all 
comfort,” realize with Job, and David, and Paul, that 
nothing else is needed to quiet all of your fears, but 
just this: that God is. His simple existence is all the 
warrant your need requires for its certain relieving. 
Nothing can separate you from His love, absolutely 
nothing.

God is enough!

For a short biographical sketch of Hannah Whitall Smith, see:
–	Editor’s Desk, Bible Student’s Notebook #921.

Topics:
Major: Comfort; Faith; God
Minor: Sovereignty

8.	 Job 13:15.
9.	 Psalm 23:4.
10.	Romans 8:38-39.
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Suffering and trials are the framework through which we enter into God’s sufficient grace. – André Sneidar
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I just wanted to thank you for the Daily Email Goodies! 
I read them every morning. – MI

This is yet another wonderful BSN [933] … so encour-
aging. It clears up a lot of questions about how to con-
sider the dates and timelines we have always consid-
ered to be sound teaching. Thank you for your love of 
truth above all else. – IN

My wife and I have been watching The Greatest Truth 
I Know videos and they have been helpful in resting in 
what our Father has for us. – PA

I don’t usually comment on books I read unless they 
are extremely bad or extremely good and A.E. Knoch’s 
The Problem of Evil1 was the latter. I was hesitant to 
get the book because it is such a difficult subject and 
I thought there wasn’t anyone that could do it justice. 
A.E. Knoch did a masterful job in laying out the prob-
lem and its origin and taking it all the way to the Con-
summation. … [It] opened my eyes to many things I 
was not aware of, or that I saw from a different light. 
My yellow highlighter ran out of ink as I found my-
self rereading passages over and over until they were 
worked into my spirit. When I finished, I immediately 
1.	 We consider this one of the best books in print. It can be found on 

the order form under “A.E. Knoch.”

turned to page one and started reading again just to 
make sure I did not miss anything. Thank you also for 
your Study Shelf bookstore as I have been able to read 
some books that are hard to find and locate authors 
you don’t find in many modern bookstores. – KS

The books I treasure the most are those that exhort 
me to think on a higher plane, e.g. I Choose, Being OK 
with Not Being OK, and now the one I’ve started read-
ing, We Call Him Father.2 These are the ones that chal-
lenge me and elevate me out of the habitual pattern of 
worldly thinking to think about our loving Father and 
His so much larger perspective on life and things to 
come. – South Africa

I’m up first, usually before five. My job is to turn on 
all the heat, plug in the coffee, and get the Daily Email 
Goodie ready for my husband. – ID

By far the best stuff you are putting online is related to 
the universal reconciliation of all men to God (Colos-
sians 1:20; Romans 5:12-21; 11:32; Ephesians 1:9-10; 
etc.), especially from the older writers who are so ar-
ticulate.

This so much needs to be heard, especially by so-called 
“Evangelicals” who have corrupted the Gospel by in-
jecting a “Good News” with the poisonous and horrific 
doctrine of endless hell torments for the vaster part of 
humanity.

“Turn or burn forever.” This is the “Good News”? That 
is their message? Good News? No person in his right 

2.	 All three books can be found on the order form under “Clyde Pilk-
ington.”
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(1875). She was influential in the “higher life” and “holiness” movements. 
Remarkably, she would come to see and embrace the salvation of all. She 
included a description of this journey and understanding in this autobiog-
raphy published in 1903.

Not surprisingly, her autobiography would subsequently be republished, 
but with her accounts of coming to the conviction of the salvation of all 
having been removed. This publication is the complete and unabridged fac-
simile of the original edition.
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Israel has currently lost their dispensational distinction, standing and advantage. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

mind would want to draw near to someone pointing a 
blowtorch at him. – VT

The BSN publication gets better and better. – PA

Once again Hannah Whitall Smith3 hit a Homerun! 
[BSN 947] One of the best articles on depression I’ve 
ever read! It’s almost like our spirits operate on the 
same frequency – imagine that! :) “There is … one Spir-
it” (Ephesians 4:4). – SD

Thanks for making that book [The Salvation of All]4 
– it’s great! … I’ve watched a bunch of your YouTube 
videos … – WA

Your daily posts are a real boost for me every morning. 
I’m very thankful for your faithfulness. – OH

Excellent issue [BSN 939]. I loved André’s article Con-
cerning God’s Sovereignty! Outstanding truth.

Also, Clyde’s continuing series on Things I Misunder-
stood5 is wonderful. I so wish that, 16 years ago when I 
came into the knowledge of truth, I had access to such 
great information. Took me years to understand what 
Clyde is summarizing now. – TN

3.	 We have received much positive feedback from this series, The 
God of All Comfort. It is being prepared as an upcoming book by 
the same title. This special abridged edition will be a great tool to 
give to others as a way of introducing comfort and hope. Watch 
the BSN for an announcement of its availability.

4.	 The Salvation of ALL: Creation’s Final Destination (A Biblical Look 
at Universal Reconciliation), on the order form under “Pilkington.”

5.	 This series is being prepared as an upcoming book by the same 
title. Watch the BSN for an announcement of its availability.

See order form under 
“Clyde Pilkington.”

See order form.
490 pages 392 pages

Daily Goodies, & More Daily 
Goodies – 365 Thoughts on Scriptural 
Truths 	 by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

This is a great resource for personal and family study, as well as a 
valuable reference volume covering many varied biblical themes. 
This is a collection of choice selections from the author’s Daily E-
mail Goodies. These free daily e-mails began being issued in 2003 and 

“Great insights.” – Canada
“Mind boggling truths.” – PA
“So easy to understand.” – CO
“Provides plenty of food for 

thought.” – IL

“A breath of fresh air.” –  Australia
“A wealth of knowledge”  – The 

Netherlands
“A source of education and 

assurance.” – TN

“Uplifting, convicting, and 
encouraging!”  – ID

“Very constructive for spiritual life.” 
– Belgium

contain studies on scriptural themes. In addition to personal use, it 
is great for teaching material, or family reading times.

What others are saying about Daily Goodies:

I just finished reading Being Ok, with not being Ok6 
today. It was so needful, as my wife and I are badly 
scarred from religion … and your book was a welcome 
relief to see that it is ok to be content in not being ok, 
and that we will all reach our perfection at the resur-
rection. After I talked to my wife and told her about 
the book, now she wants to read it. – KS

Once again stellar work [BSN 945]. I so appreciate your 
consistent effort, coming from a pure heart, to simply 
call upon the Lord to understand the truth. Of course, 
it is a shifting landscape as we mature; only carnality 
would assume full knowledge before its time. Thank 
you for being faithful to this end; genuine humility is 
its own badge today, and without the benefit of divine 
immediate fulfillment of understanding today we must 
keep a keen awareness of our limited and progressive 
maturing process. It’s supposed to be, and is, a process 
today, and you guys have remained faithful to mature 
in the Word, and not just in years.

The clarifying article on death in this issue of the BSN 
is wonderful encouragement. I cannot say enough 
about how important it is to grasp the new resurrec-
tion hope made known through Paul’s completing rev-
elation. At the heart of the mystery is the revelation of 
the new and glorious resurrection hope that belongs 
to us … now in assurance, and then in reality when 
we appear with Him. It is the answer to life’s endless 
quagmire. – IN

6.	 This book can be found on the order form under “Clyde Pilking-
ton.”

bsn

https://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn947.pdf
https://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn939.pdf
http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm#7001
http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm#7001
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm#1747
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm#1985
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn945.pdf
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf

	OLE_LINK1
	OLE_LINK2
	OLE_LINK5
	OLE_LINK3
	OLE_LINK4
	_Hlk123147414

