
Mirriam-Webster defines “pardon” as,

the excusing of an offense without exacting a 
penalty. A release from the legal penalties of 
an offense. An official warrant of remission 
of penalty.

On the other hand, Mirriam-Webster defines 
“forgive” as

to cease to feel resentment against an offender.

​Before I argue why I believe “pardoned” to be the cor-
rect verb, there is another issue in this passage as it 
pertains to translation. In the KJV, it states that this 
blasphemy will not be forgiven “… neither in this 
world, neither in the world to come.” The CLT states 
that this blasphemy will not be pardoned, “… neither 
in this eon nor in that which is impending.”

​There is a Greek word, kosmos (G2889), which means 
“world,” but that is not the word found in this pas-
sage. The word used in this passage is the Greek 
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T
he unpardonable sin is almost never 
taught scripturally and accurately. 
This isn’t surprising. It is rare in-

deed when scriptural doctrine is handled 
scripturally. In fact, when it comes to the 
“unpardonable sin,” if you ask 10 people 
what it is, you are likely to get 10 different 
opinions. This need not be the case, as simply 
reading Matthew 12 in context defines it with 
no ambiguity. However, with sermons taught in a 
bullet-point fashion and Scripture cited as though 
one were picking from a cafeteria, confusion on this 
topic abounds.

​First, we need to settle on what the passage actual-
ly says. As you can see, there are two very different 
translation renderings offered above. The KJV ren-
dering says that this sin against the holy spirit will 
not be “forgiven.”

​Are we speaking of pardon, or forgiveness; and is 
there a difference?

The Unpardonable Sin:
Truth vs. Myth

by — Phillip Garrison
Wherefore I say unto you, “All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven 
unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven 
unto men. And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall 
be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not 
be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come” (Matthew 
12:31-32, KJV).
Therefore I am saying to you, “Every sin and blasphemy shall be pardoned 
men, yet the blasphemy of the spirit shall not be pardoned. And whosoever 
may be saying a word against the Son of Mankind, it will be pardoned him, yet 
whoever may be saying aught against the holy spirit, it shall not be pardoned 
him, neither in this eon nor in that which is impending” (Matthew 12:31-32, CLT).

►
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word aion (G165), and is the word from which the 
English “eon”1 is transliterated. An eon is a period of 
time, often a long period of time. In many instances 
in the KJV, the word aion is mistranslated2 as “world.” 
This mistranslation (when “eon” would be accurate) 
has led to contradictions being made due to dubi-
ous translating. Notice the contradiction created by 
translating aion into “world”:

So shall it be at the end of the world: the an-
gels shall come forth, and sever the wicked from 
among the just (Matthew 13:49, KJV).

​In the above verse, we have Jesus Christ talking 
about the end of the “age” (aion), not of the “world” 
(kosmos). However, the translators chose to render it 
“world,” creating a contradiction when looking at the 
verse below:

Unto Him be glory in the church3 by Christ Jesus 

1.	 [Editor:] There are a total of five ages (or eons) in God’s revealed 
plan. We currently live in the third “evil age” which began with 
the flood of Noah and continues until the Second Coming of 
Christ. For a further look at God’s plan of the Ages (or Eons), see:
–	A “Handy” Chart of the Eons, E. Lynwood Crystal, Bible Stu-

dent’s Notebook #518;
–	The Eons of the Bible (with Concordance), Joseph E. Kirk, Bible 

Student’s Notebook #433;
–	The Divine Calendar, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook 

#434, #435, or see the order form for the book edition, same 
title;

–	The Eons of the Ages (a chart) Bible Student’s Notebook #353;
–	The Purpose of the Eons (a chart) Bible Student’s Notebook 

#352;
–	The Ages: God’s Time Periods, Edward Henry Clayton, Part 1: 

Bible Student’s Notebook #371, Part 2: Bible Student’s Note-
book #372.

–	Eons and Worlds: A Preliminary Overview, Frank Neil Pohorlak, 
Bible Student’s Notebook #446;

–	“Ages” or “Eternity” and the English Versions, John Dokas, Bible 
Student’s Notebook #309;

–	Definition of Bible Terms: Æon and Kosmos, Arthur P. Adams, 
Bible Student’s Notebook #517;

–	Definition of Bible Terms: Eternity, Arthur P. Adams, Bible Stu-
dent’s Notebook #518;

–	Forever, Eternal and Everlasting, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. Bible 
Student’s Notebook #83.

2.	 [Editor:] For more information on KJV translation errors, see:
–	The KJV: 400 Years of Bondage, by Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. (see 

order form). Also available in three parts in Bible Student’s 
Notebooks #276, #279, #281;

–	The Plowboy’s Bible: God’s Word for Common Man, by Clyde L. 
Pilkington, Jr. (see order form) ;

–	Contradicting Contradictions, Stephen Hill, Bible Student’s 
Notebook #381;

–	Translation Corrections, A.P. Adams, Bible Student’s Notebook 
#415;

–	Translation Confusion: Aion in the KJV, Clarence Larkin, Bible 
Student’s Notebook #656.

3.	 [Editor:] The Greek word often translated as “church” in most 

throughout all ages, world without end (Ephe-
sians 3:21; KJV).

Above, we have the Greek word aion again, and the 
KJV turns this into a nearly incomprehensible and 
grammatically incorrect phrase. In fact, when you 
look at this verse in Greek, you notice that the KJV 
translators decided to replace the Greek word that 
means “generations” with a word that means “ages,” 
then deleted the singular “eon,” took out the genitive 
preposition “of ” (which shows possession) and trad-
ed it for the preposition “without,” deleted the plural 
“eons” (which showed what the first “eon” belonged 
to), and finally added an “end” for good measure. Be-
low is how Ephesians 3:21 should be rendered:

To Him, be the glory, in the ecclesia, and in 
Christ Jesus – for all the generations of the eon 
of the eons.

​When we think of the word “world,” we often think of 
our world (Earth), and that actually bears some com-
monality with the Greek word kosmos, from which 
we get the transliterated word “cosmos.”

​So, when it comes to “this world” and “the world to 
come,” how are we to understand that? It is much 
easier to understand it as “this age/eon” and “the age/
eon to come.”

For example, in Galatians 1:4, Paul speaks of this 
“present evil eon.” In Ephesians 2:7, he speaks of the 
“eons to come,” and, in Colossians 1:26, he makes ref-
erence to preceding “eons.”

​To make sure that we understand the context of what 
Jesus Christ had to say about the “unpardonable sin,” 
it is very important (as with everything that we read 
and hope to understand) to note: who is speaking, 
to whom it is being spoken, when it was spoken, to 
what effect it was spoken, what precedes the passage, 
and what follows the passage. In other words, we 

English versions is ἐκκλησία (ekklēsia, or ecclesia). The word 
is a compound word meaning “called-out” (ek = “out”; kaleō̄ = 
“called”). The ecclesia is God’s “called-out” ones. The ecclesia 
is not a building or denomination; not a meeting, or doctrinal 
creed; it is not somewhere we go, or something we do, it is who 
we as believers are. For more information see:
–	The Outsiders, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. (see order form);
–	The “Ecclesias” (Churches) of the Scriptures, Adlai Loudy (see 

order form).
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The “dressing” of our dominion is one thing; the “keeping” of it is another. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.




need the context.

Then He is saying to the man, “Stretch out your 
hand.” And he stretches it out and it was restored, 
sound as the other. Now, coming, the Pharisees 
held a consultation against Him, so that they 
should be destroying Him. Now Jesus, knowing 
it, retires thence. And many follow Him, and He 
cures them all. And He warns them that they 
should not be making Him manifest, that ful-
filled may be that which is declared through Isa-
iah the prophet, saying, “Lo, My Boy Whom I 
prefer! My Beloved, in Whom My soul delights! I 
shall be placing My spirit on Him, and He shall 
be reporting judging to the nations. He will not 
be brawling, nor clamoring, Nor will anyone be 
hearing His voice in the squares. A reed that is 
bruised He will not be fracturing. And flax that 
is smoldering He will not be extinguishing … till 
He should ever be casting out judging for victo-
ry. And on His name the nations will be relying.” 
Then was brought to Him a demoniac, blind 
and mute, and He cures him, so that the mute 
man is speaking and observing. And amazed are 
all the throngs, and they said, “Is not this the 
Son of David?” Now the Pharisees, hearing it, 
said, “This man is not casting out the demons 
except by Beezeboul, the chief of the demons.” 
Now, having perceived their sentiments, He said 
to them, “Every kingdom parted against itself is 
being desolated, and every city or house parted 
against itself shall not stand. And if the Satan is 
casting out the Satan, he is parted against him-
self. How, then, shall his kingdom stand? And 
if I, by Beezeboul, am casting out demons, by 
whom are your sons casting them out? Therefore 
they shall be your judges. Now if, by the spirit 
of God, I am casting out demons, consequently 
the kingdom of God outstrips in time to you. Or 
how can anyone be entering into the house of 
the strong one, and plunder his gear, if ever he 
should not first be binding the strong one? And 
then he will be plundering his house. He who is 
not with Me is against Me, and he who is not 
gathering with Me is scattering. Therefore I am 
saying to you, every sin and blasphemy shall be 
pardoned men, yet the blasphemy of the spirit 
shall not be pardoned. And whosoever may be 
saying a word against the Son of Mankind, it 

will be pardoned him, yet whoever may be say-
ing aught against the holy spirit, it shall not be 
pardoned him, neither in this eon nor in that 
which is impending. Either make the tree ideal 
and its fruit ideal, or make the tree rotten and 
its fruit rotten, for by its fruit the tree is known. 
Progeny of vipers! How can you be speaking 
what is good, being wicked? For out of the su-
perabundance of the heart the mouth is speak-
ing. The good man out of his good treasure is ex-
tracting good things; and the wicked man out of 
his wicked treasure is extracting wicked things” 
(Matthew 12:13-35).

​Before getting into the immediate context of the 
above passage, we have to consider to whom Jesus 
Christ was preaching His Gospel of the Kingdom4 
and consider why that is important.

During the Lord’s earthly ministry,5 the ministry 
of His forerunner (John the Baptist), and the min-
istry of the Twelve after His resurrection, the focus 
was the “Kingdom of the Heavens” and to whom this 
Kingdom was promised.

​The call to repent (by John) because the Kingdom 
was at hand was heralded only to those of the House 
of Judah and any of Israel. Jesus Christ told His dis-
ciples, specifically, not to go “unto the road of the 
Gentiles.”6 At Pentecost,7 Peter addressed those 
4.	 [Editor:] For more information on the “Kingdom of Heaven” see:

–	The Kingdom of Heaven and its Relationship with the Kingdom 
of God, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook 290;

–	The Coming Kingdom: Some Facts Concerning It, W.T. Broad, 
Bible Student’s Notebook 634;

–	God’s Holy Nation: Israel and Her Earthly Purpose, by Clyde L. 
Pilkington, Jr., specifically chapter 3 (Israel’s Earthly Destiny), 
chapter 13 (Israel’s Prophetic Program), Appendix 20 (The King-
dom of Heaven and its Relationship to the Kingdom of God), 
Appendix 2: Basic Distinctions Between Prophecy and Mystery 
(see order form);

–	God’s Eonian Purpose, by Adlai Loudy, specifically chapter 5 
(The Kingdom of the Scriptures) and chapter 17 (The Millennial 
Kingdom – Israel’s Hope) (see order form);

–	The King and the Kingdom in History and Prophecy, William B. 
Hallman (see order form).

5.	 [Editor:] For a look at Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry, see:
–	The Earthly Ministry of Jesus Christ, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. Bible 

Student’s Notebook #6, or see the online article at Study Shelf;
–	Our Lord’s Earthly Ministry, W.T. Broad, Bible Student’s Note-

book #607.
6.	 [Editor:] For more information on the Messiah’s ministry to Gen-

tiles (the Nations), see:
–	The Place of the Nations Under the Ministries of Christ and 

Paul, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook #505.
7.	 [Editor:] For more information on Pentecost, see:

►
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I have known the troubles I was born to know. Daily & Vincent, Arkansas (Damon Black)
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who needed to repent and be baptized as “ye men of 
Judaea” and “ye men of Israel.”

​In identifying what “the unpardonable sin” is, we 
have to keep in mind the gospel preached and mira-
cles performed which were to lead Israel8 to national 
repentance and usher in the Kingdom.

​In Matthew 12 we have Jesus Christ performing vari-
ous miracles of healing upon the people; in :10-13 He 
heals a man with a “withered” hand; in :15 He heals 
all of the people from within the great multitude of 
people; and in :22 He heals a man possessed and who 
was both blind and mute. These ailments are all pic-
tures of national Israel and the healing that will make 
them whole and fit for the Kingdom.

​However, what do we have the Pharisees doing as 
they observe the things Jesus was doing? They were 
attributing His miracles9 (which were to lead Israel 
to repentance for the Kingdom) to devils. He rebuts 
their accusations and makes the point that a devil 
isn’t going to cast out devils. He then goes on to de-
scribe our topic at hand:

–	Did the Body of Christ Begin at Pentecost? Clyde L. Pilkington, 
Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook #1;

–	[14 Reasons Why] Pentecost Was Not the Beginning of the 
Body of Christ, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Daily Goodies [book], Au-
gust 28 (see order form).

–	Pentecost, H.W. Fry, Bible Student’s Notebook #666;
–	A Study on Pentecost & The Gift of Tongues, Tom Ballinger (see 

order form under “Ballinger”).
8.	 [Editor:] For an in-depth look at Israel and her place in God’s plan, 

read:
–	God’s Holy Nation: Israel and Her Earthly Purpose (Contrasted 

with the Body of Christ and Its Heavenly Purpose), Clyde L. Pilk-
ington, Jr. (see order form).

9.	 [Editor:] For more information on sign gifts, see:
–	The Present Truth Concerning Sign Gifts: A Comprehensive 

Compilation (see order form under Compilations).

Therefore I am saying to you, Every sin and 
blasphemy shall be pardoned men, yet the blas-
phemy of the spirit shall not be pardoned. And 
whosoever may be saying a word against the 
Son of Mankind, it will be pardoned him, yet 
whoever may be saying aught against the holy 
spirit, it shall not be pardoned him, neither in 
this eon nor in that which is impending (:31-32, 
CLT).

​Here we have what the sin is, defined by the Lord. 
No, “the unpardonable sin” is not: not believing in 
Jesus Christ, committing suicide, not believing in the 
Trinity, etc. The unpardonable sin is not passive; it is 
active.

​Christ Jesus Himself said that what men said against 
Him would be pardoned, but against the holy spirit it 
would not be pardoned. This is crucial and it is a very 
telling statement, as the Doctrine of “the Trinity”10 

10.	[Editor:] For a clear, concise study of these truths, see:
–	34 Reasons Why “the holy spirit” Is Not a “Person” (compila-

tion), Christian Educational Services, Bible Student’s Notebook 
#228;

–	46 Reasons Why Our Heavenly Father Has NO Equals or Co-
Equals (compilation), Christian Educational Services, Bible Stu-
dent’s Notebook #235;

–	God’s Unique Son: The Man Christ Jesus, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., 
Bible Student’s Notebook #255;

–	The Doctrine of the Double Nature of Christ, Don Snedeker, 
Bible Student’s Notebook, part 1, #298; part 2, #299;

–	Jesus Christ the Son of God, A.P. Adams,
–	“There Are Many Gods” – “There Is One God,” A.E. Knoch, Bible 

Student’s Notebook #324;
–	Are Yahweh and Jesus the Same? Andre Piet, Bible Student’s 

Notebook #338;
–	The Deity of God, part 1: “The Only True God,” John H. Essex, 

Bible Student’s Notebook #347;
–	The Image of God, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Student’s Note-

book #362;
–	The Father and the Son, John H. Essex, Bible Student’s Note-

book #408;

The Curse of Coniah and Christ’s 
Genealogy (A Compilation)

The virgin birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, was an absolute necessity, judg-
ing from the genealogies. At first glance the opposite seems to be the logical 
deduction. Why should His descent be traced back to David and Abraham 
unless He was their natural Heir? Why go back to Adam unless He had a 
perfect pedigree? Authors include: John Cale, Joseph Hartill, A.E. Knoch 
and Fred Meldau.

76 pp., PB See order form.
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 The Body of Christ no longer belongs to the race of which Adam is the head. – Edward H. Clayton (1887-1972)
makes Jesus Christ and the holy spirit to be two per-
sons who are “co-equal” in a “triune” “godhead.” If 
that were the case, what is said against Jesus Christ 
would and should carry the same weight as what is 
said against the holy spirit. This article is not a study 
on the doctrine of the Trinity, but for the purposes 
of this article we must take Jesus Christ at His word, 
that attributing the acts of the holy spirit to devils 
was a far more serious offense than attributing the 
same to the works of Lord Jesus.

The Pharisees hated Christ without a cause, but they 
blasphemed the holy spirit when they attributed the 
source of His works to devils. See Matthew 12:24 
again, below:

Now the Pharisees, hearing it, said, “This man is 
not casting out the demons except by Beezeboul, 
the chief of the demons.”

​It was only during Christ’s ministry and the continu-
ing ministry of His disciples to Israel, heralding the 
Kingdom, that it was possible to commit this sin. As 
we will see, the Twelve openly attributed their mi-
raculous works to the holy spirit.

And, being foregathered, He charges them not to 
be departing from Jerusalem, but to be remain-
ing about for the promise of the Father, “Which 
you hear of Me, seeing that John, indeed, bap-
tizes in water, yet you shall be baptized in holy 
spirit after not many of these days.” Those, in-
deed, then, who are coming together, asked Him, 
saying, “Lord, art Thou at this time restoring the 
kingdom to Israel?” Yet He said to them, “Not 
yours is it to know times or eras which the Father 
placed in His own jurisdiction. But you shall be 
obtaining power at the coming of the holy spirit 
on you, and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem and in entire Judea and Samaria, as 
far as the limits of the Earth” (Acts 1:4-8).

​Before the Lord was arrested, knowing that He would 
soon die, look at what He promised the disciples:

–	The Spirit of God, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook, part 1, 
#465; part 2, #466;

–	No Equals! Reasons Why Our Heavenly Father has No Equals 
or Co-Equals & Why “the holy spirit” Is Not a “Person” Sepa-
rate from the Only True God, the Father (Bible Student’s Press), 
available through Study Shelf, or see order form under “Other 
Authors.”

“Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Fa-
ther in Me; yet if not, believe Me because of the 
works themselves. Verily, verily, I am saying to 
you, he who is believing in Me, the works which 
I am doing he also will be doing, and greater 
than these will he be doing, for I am going to the 
Father. And whatever you should be requesting 
in My name, this I will be doing, that the Father 
should be glorified in the Son. If you should ever 
be requesting anything of Me in My name, this I 
will be doing” (John 14:11-14).

​There are some important details here.

First, Jesus Christ points out to His disciples that the 
great works are done by God, the Father, Who lives 
in Him (Jesus Christ).

Secondly, He points out that, if they don’t believe 
that the Father is in Him and He in the Father, they 
should believe for “the works’ sake” (the works that 
the Pharisees attributed to devils).

Thirdly, He pointed out that they would be doing 
these same works and greater, because they would be 
sent the holy spirit (God’s spirit).

Lastly, He points out that they would be sent the holy 
spirit to do these works in His absence (see Acts 1).

​All the way up through the end of the book of 
Acts, the apostles were empowered by God’s Spirit 
to do the works which were for Israel’s repentance. 
They would preach that Israel had crucified their 
Messiah,11 Whom God sent. They preached repen-
tance for that and to be baptized12 for the Kingdom 
was at hand. These things they preached so that “… 
The Father would be glorified in the Son” (John 14:13).

11.	[Editor:] For a comprehensive study of Messiah, see:
–	Messiah in Both Testaments, Dr. Fred John Meldau (see order 

form under Other Authors).
12.	[Editor:] For a closer look at Israel’s water baptisms, see the fol-

lowing titles on our order form:
–	Water Baptism, A Compilation (listed under Compilations)
–	On Baptism, A.E. Knoch (listed under Knoch);
–	The Glory of the One Baptism, Otis Q. Sellers (listed under Sell-

ers);
–	Real Baptism: Religious Ritual or Spiritual Reality, Charles F. 

Baker (listed under Baker);
–	Baptism And the Bible, C.R. Stam (listed under Stam);
–	Bible and Baptism, Harry Bultema (listed under Bultema).

►
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Justification must be apprehended in order to grasp the superiorities of Paul’s evangel. – Donald G. Hayter (1911-1988)




Being, then, to the right hand of God exalted, 
besides obtaining the promise of the holy spirit 
from the Father, He pours out this which you are 
observing and hearing (Acts 2:33).

Now Peter is averring to them, “Repent and be 
baptized each of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the pardon of your sins, and you shall be ob-
taining the gratuity of the holy spirit” (Acts 2:38).

​Here we have it. Throughout the book of Acts, Peter 
and the other disciples would preach that the holy 
spirit was empowering their works. Those who heard 
them, and attributed their miraculous works and 
empowerment to demonic powers, committed “the 
unpardonable sin.”

​What is the ultimate fate of those who have commit-
ted this sin? They will not be “pardoned,” meaning 
that they will not be released early from the sanction 
for this blasphemy. They will be dead for this age and 
for the age to come. After the next age (the conclu-
sion of the millennial reign of Christ) their sentence 
will be over.

​I realize that, if you are unacquainted with the scrip-
tural words that this article has discussed (aion and 
its adjective forms), this may be very new and con-
fusing to you. In mainstream Christianity, judgment 
is almost always described as being permanent in 
duration. This simply isn’t the case. It contradicts the 
limited view and purpose of judgment13 described in 
the Scripture’s original languages.

​You may be wondering how many ages or eons of 
time we are told about. I believe there are at least 5 
eons of time. Galatians 1:4 speaks of this present, evil 
eon. As mentioned earlier, Ephesians 2:7 speaks of 
the “eons to come,” and Colossians 1:26 makes refer-
ence to preceding “eons.”

13.	[Editor:] The word translated “judgment” is a very rich word, 
translated by 31 different words in the AV. It means to bring jus-
tice, law, order, salvation, truth, and righteousness to mankind. 
For a look into the subject of judgment, see:
–	Judgment: Its Nature and Purpose, A.P. Adams, Bible Student’s 

Notebook #388;
–	Father’s Judgments Are Remedial (Kolasis: A Word Study), 

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook #308;
–	Future Punishment: What God Says About It, William B. Screws, 

Bible Student’s Notebook #628;
–	God’s Wrath Is the Operation of His Love, Gustavus Hiller, Bible 

Student’s Notebook #692.

​The ancient Greek word aion was believed to be an 
indefinite period of time which had a beginning and 
an end. Often, the end of an age was noticeable due 
to a calamity. It seems that we can identify 5 eons of 
time in the Scriptures.

➢ Eon 1: (“In the beginning,” Genesis 1:1), ending 
with the “disruption”14 and the Earth becoming a va-
cant chaos (Genesis 1:2; II Peter 3:5-6).

➢ Eon 2: (“Let there be light,” Genesis 1:3), ending 
with the Flood (II Peter 2:5).

➢ Eon 3: (“And God remembered Noah” Genesis 8:1), 
will conclude with the Great Tribulation (Matthew 
24:29-31).

➢ Eon 4: Begins with the inauguration of the Millen-
nial Kingdom (Daniel 12:12); ends with The Great 
White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11).

➢ Eon 5: The creation of the New Heavens and New 
Earth15 (Isaiah 65:17; II Peter 3:13), ending with the 
consummation of the ages/eons when “God will be 
all in all” (I Corinthians 15:28).

So, when Jesus Christ spoke to the Pharisees, He 
warned them that blasphemy against the holy spirit 
will not be pardoned in this age (Eon 3), “neither in 
the eon impending” (Eon 4). This pronouncement 
makes perfect sense and is in harmony with the 
Scriptures. The Pharisees, being sons of Abraham, 
fully expected to be welcomed into the Kingdom of 
the Heavens … promised to the Patriarchs of Israel 
and described in the writings of the Old Testament 
prophets. This is why Jesus Christ gave so many 
parables describing those who would not enter the 
Kingdom. This Kingdom is not “Heaven,” but the 
“Kingdom of Heaven,” meaning its jurisdiction and 
power come from Heaven.

14.	[Editor:] For more information about the disruption, see:
–	The New Heaven and the New Earth, A.E. Knoch, Bible Stu-

dent’s Notebook #502
–	The Disruption, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook #522;
–	Blessings Among the Celestials, John H. Essex: part 1, Bible Stu-

dent’s Notebook #611; Bible Student’s Notebook #612.
15.	[Editor:] For more information on the new Heaven and new 

Earth, see:
–	The Third Heaven - Our Celestial Destiny Subtitle: A Comprehen-

sive Compilation (see order form under Compilations).
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Let us follow our Lord in His denunciation of tradition that makes void the Word of God. – Charles J. Peart (1896-1989)




The Pharisees who committed this sin will, in all 
likelihood, be resurrected after the millennial reign, 
to appear at the Great White Throne judgment and 
realize that they missed the Kingdom they longed to 
see and be a part of when they were alive.

​For centuries, people in organized Christianity have 
been threatened with “the unpardonable sin” as if it 
means eternal torment in a Pagan hell,16 that it could 
be committed by not believing certain things that the 
organized “church” and/or denominations state must 
be believed, and that it could be committed after the 
era of the miraculous signs for Israel ended.

​Take comfort in a few things. First, when Israel 
nationally rejected the offer of the Kingdom and 
their Messiah, the signs wrought by the holy spirit 
(tongues, healings, miracles, etc.) waned and eventu-
ally receded away. Running in tandem with the Gos-
pel of the Kingdom to Israel was the proclamation 
of the Gospel of the Grace of God to any Jews who 
would believe and to the Gentiles. This began in Acts 
9 with the calling of Paul the Apostle.

​God is not counting the world’s sins against them 
now. Can you believe that?! It’s true. It’s the gospel:

Yet all is of God, Who conciliates us to Himself 
through Christ, and is giving us the dispensation 
of the conciliation, how that God was in Christ, 
conciliating the world to Himself, not reckon-
ing their offenses to them, and placing in us the 

16.	[Editor:] I.e., the Greek word ᾅδης (hadēs), “un-perceived” (Con-
cordant Keyword Concordance, page 315). For more information 
on “Hell,” see:
–	A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s: The Exact Truth Regarding and Eternal 

Hell, by A.E. Knoch (see order form, or visit Study Shelf).

Word of the conciliation (II Corinthians 5:18-
19).

​Pay close attention to the language of “us” and “their” 
in the above passage. Who is the “us” who have been 
entrusted with letting who know that “their” sins are 
not being counted against them? The “us” is believ-
ers, and God is not reckoning the world’s (“their”) 
offenses against them!

Have you ever heard your preacher tell your congre-
gation that great, truly good news? I doubt it. For 
most pastors, the “us” is believers and the “world” 
and “their” … must also be believers because God 
isn’t at peace with unbelievers … right?!

​God is at peace with unbelievers now. Not because of 
anything we have done but because of what His Son 
has done (the undoing of Adam17 – see Romans 5:12-
18; I Corinthians 15:21-28).

​We live in a dispensation of transcendent grace18 
which is lavished upon us for no reason, just as 
Christ Jesus’ enemies hated Him for no cause. This is 
the definition of grace. We did or do nothing to merit 
it, otherwise, it is no longer grace.19

17.	[Editor:] For a further look at this, see:
–	The Undoing of Adam – and “Much More,” Clyde L. Pilkington, 

Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook #541;
–	The Undoing of Adam – Supplementary Notes, Clyde L. Pilking-

ton, Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook #542;
–	Christ, Greater than Adam, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Stu-

dent’s Notebook #631.
18.	[Editor:] For more information about “the Mystery” and it’s “Se-

cret Administration,” see:
–	The Administration of the Secret: A Comprehensive Compilation 

(see order form under Compilations).
19.	[Editor:] For more information on works vs.grace, see:

–	God’s Will: His Grace Does it All, Steve McVey, Bible Student’s 
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The proclamation of the evangel is God’s responsibility. – Mark Vogt

​In the future, even those who committed the unpar-
donable sin will be welcomed and reconciled back to 
the Father, through the work of His Son (Colossians 
1:20).20

Earlier in this article, I mentioned that “pardoned” 
is the correct English word to be used in connection 
with “the unpardonable sin,” rather than “forgiven.” 
As demonstrated earlier by the definitions of “par-
don” and “forgiveness,” the former carries the mean-
ing of “excusing of an offense without exacting a pen-
alty,” and being “let off ” of sanction for a crime. As a 
matter of fact, the elements of the Greek word com-
monly translated as “forgiven” in the KJV, and many 
other translations of the Bible, really mean “pardon.” 
The elements of the Greek word are “from let.” Most 
instances in which the King James Version and others 
speak of “forgiveness,” the word really means “par-
don.”

“Forgiveness,” while similar, means “to cease to feel 
Notebook #107;

–	The Difference Between Our Grace and Israel’s, M. Jaegle, Bible 
Student’s Notebook #641.

20.	[Editor:] For a comprehensive study of the many inner-connected 
doctrines in this topic, see:
–	The Salvation of All, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. (see order form un-

der Clyde Pilkington),
–	Divine Reconciliation of the Universe: A Comprehensive Compi-

lation (see order form under Compilations).

resentment against an offender.” God is at peace with 
mankind now. This peace was made through the 
blood of Christ’s cross.21 However, there is a special 
penalty in the special case of “the unpardonable sin” 
which will not be pardoned. After the conclusion of 
the eon to come, the offenders will have fulfilled the 
duration of the penalty.

Again, don’t be made to fear this. You have not com-
mitted “the unpardonable sin.” God is at peace with 
you, not reckoning your offenses against you. Even 
the small number who had committed this blasphe-
my will ultimately be resurrected, recognize Who Je-
sus Christ was, repent (have a change of mind for the 
better), bow the knee and confess Him as Lord, and 
be reconciled to God.

That’s good news.

Topics:
Major: Right Division; Unpardonable Sin
Minor: Aion; Sin

21.	[Editor:] I.e., “An upright stake or pale, without any crosspiece.” 
– A.E. Knoch (Concordant Keyword Concordance, page 63). For 
more information, read:
–	The “Cross”: Was Christ Nailed to a “Cross” or a “Stake”?, Clyde 

L. Pilkington, Jr. Bible Student’s Notebook #330;
–	The “Cross” – An Explanation of its Use in the Concordant Ver-

sion, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook #302.
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___Grace Tabernacle Studies (w/E.L. 
Crystal) (fc)  $4

___The Promises to the Fathers (fc) $4
___Short Works of George L. Rogers (fc) $5
___Studies in Romans – Vol. 1, Chapters 

1-8 (fc) $25
___Studies in Romans – V2, Chapters 9-10 

(fc) $12
A.E. Saxby

___God in Creation, Redemption, Judg-
ment, & Consummation $11

___God’s Ultimate (fc) $20
___The Second Death: An Enquiry (fc) $4

C.I. Scofield
___Epistle to the Galatians (fc) $7
___Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth $11

Otis Q. Sellers
___Christian Individualism (fc) $1
___The Dispensation of the Grace of 

God & Acts 28:28 – A Dispensational 
Boundary Line (fc) $7

___The Glory of the One Baptism (fc) $5
___The Rich Rich Man and Lazarus (fc) $8
___The Sabbath and the Sunday Question 

(fc) $5
___This Do In Remembrance (fc) $8

Cornelius R. Stam
___Acts Dispensationally Considered $45
___Baptism and the Bible $13
___The Dispensational Position of the 

Writings of John $5
___The Early Ministry of Paul $5
___Moses and Paul $10
___Our Great Commission: What Is It? 

$13
___Paul, His Apostleship and Message $15
___The Sermon on the Mount and The 

Gospel of the Grace of God $15
Things That Differ: The Fundamentals 

of Dispensationalism
___PB $13
___PB (Spanish) $13
___HC $17

___The Two-Fold Purpose of God $11
W. Leon Tucker

___Studies in Romans (fc) $11
___“With Him,” or Studies in Ephesians 

(fc) $12
Charles H. Welch

___An Alphabetical Analysis (Welch) $180
___The Apostle of the Reconciliation $20
___Biblical Study Charts $30
___Charles H. Welch: An Autobiography $20
___Dispensational Frontier of Acts 28 $8
___Dispensational Truth $23

___Ephesians via Romans $5
___Hell, or “Free From the Blood of All 

Men” $25
___In Heavenly Places $25
___Hymns of Praise (fc) $13

Thomas Whittemore
___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for 

Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) 
$10

___Commentary on Revelation (fc) $23
___The Doctrine of the Torments of Hell 

Overthrown (fc) $15
The Life of Rev. Hosea Ballou (fc) (See 

listing under Biographies)
Memoir of Thomas Whittemore (Adams) 

(fc) (See listing under Biographies)
___Modern History of Universalism – 

1860, Vol. 1 (fc) $24
___The Plain Guide to Universalism (fc) $24

Martin Zender
___Clanging Gong News: The Complete 

Issues Collector’s Edition $45
___The First Idiot in Heaven  $19
___Flawed By Design $11
___How to Be Free From Sin While 

Smoking a Cigarette … $11
___How to Quit Church Without Quitting 

God … $17
___Martin Zender Goes To Hell $11
___Martin Zender’s Guide to Intelligent 

Prayer … $11
___The Really Bad Thing About Free Will 

$11
Other Authors

___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___Are We Brainwashed? (Romine) (fc) $4
___The Art of Conversation (Baker) (fc) $5
___At the End of the Ages (Evely) $5
___Be Likeminded (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible and the Cross (Morgan) (fc) 

$13
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bone of His Bone  (Huegel)(fc) $12
___Check Your Panoply (Rocke) $10
Christ Triumphant (Allin) (See Univer-
salism Asserted)

___Christ Victorious Over All (Johnston) 
(fc) $20

Christian Individualism (Sellers) (See 
listing under Tracts)

___The Church’s Heavenly Character 
(Mackintosh) $2

___Claims of Rome (Smith) (fc) $10
___Collected Works of Earl M. Brown (fc) 

$13 
___Collected Works of Marvin Rice (fc) $20

(continued on next page)



___Comfort and Vision (Davis) (fc) $13
___A Defense of the Christian Revelation 

(Lyttleton/West) $20
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names 

(Jackson) $10
___The Dispensations (Brown) (fc) $6
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___Elijah’s Coming … (McClain) (fc) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Eonian: Everlasting or Age-Lasting? 

(Todd) $4
___Evangel of the Circumcision & Uncir-

cumcision (Cooper) (fc) $7
___Examination … Eternal Punishment 

(Williamson) $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___Fellowship of Faith-Philemon (Lan-

genberg) (fc) $8
___The Fellowship of the Mystery (Side-

bottom) $5
___God’s Big Secret (Post) (fc) $7
___God’s Rules for Scriptural 

Interpretation (Peart) (fc) $18
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $22
___The Gospel (Bauman) (fc) $6
___The Gospel of God’s Reconciliation … 

(Stroeter) (fc) $15
___The Great Revelation (Paton) (fc) $10
___Growing in the Realization of God 

(McMahon) $5
___How Eternity Slipped In … (Thomson) $8
___How to Study the Bible (Wasson) (fc) $10
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline 

(Purdy) $15
___An Identity Test (Lord) (See listing un-

der Tracts)
___An Introductory Essay to Jeremiah 

White’s The Restoration of All Things 
(Thom) (fc) $12

___Is Hell Eternal? (Pridgeon) (fc) $22
___The Last Twelve Verses of … Mark 

(Burgon) (fc) $20
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___Life and Epistles of St. Paul (Coney-

beare & Howson) (fc) 2-Vol. set $40
___The Life and Times of Noah (fc) (Walk-

er) $5
___The Lord’s Table (Giles) (fc) $12
___A Manual of Doctrinal Truths (Bynoe) 

(fc) $7
___Messiah in Both Testaments (Meldau) $10
___Moments of Meditation in Colossians 

(Rueweler) (fc) $5
___The Mystery of Evil (Williams) (fc) $5
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Notes on Romans (Poole) (fc) $13
___Origin & History of Doctrine of 

Endless Punishment (Thayer) (fc) $21
___Paul: The Man & His Gospel (Hutton) 

(fc) $11

___The Priest, the Woman and the Confes-
sional (Chiniquy) (fc) $15

___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth 
(Pontis) $15

___The Restoration of All Things (White) 
(fc) $20

___The Restitution of All Things (Hawtin) 
(fc) $7

___Restitution of All Things (fc) (Jukes) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___The Sabbath in Scripture (Butler) (fc) $4
___Salvation & Judgment in Matthew 

(Hough) $2
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Scripture Class Studies (Lamb) (fc) $7
___Simple Story of the Universe (Bentley) 

(fc) $10
___The Sin of Sectarianism (Langford) 

(fc) $10
___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Standing and State: Ephesians (Root) $13
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus 

(Burgener) $11
___Studies in Acts (Martin) (fc) $25
___Studies in the Scriptures (fc) $15
___Testimony Through the Ages (Suerig) 

(fc) $15
___Thoughts by the Way (Hayter) (fc) $4
___Time and Eternity (Stevenson) (fc) $10
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Rel-

ly) $19
___Universal Restoration (Winchester) (fc) 

$20
___Universalism Asserted (fc) (Allin) $15
___Universalist’s Book of Reference 

(Guild) (fc) $23
Universalist’s Miscellany  (Vidler) (fc) 
For individual volumes, see listing under 
Periodicals.

___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery 
(Hurnard/Smith) $5

___What is Sectism? Is it a Sin? or a Vir-
tue? (Larsen) (fc) $5

___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Who Is Jesus? (Buzzard) $7
___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29
___The Words of Jesus … (Hallett) (fc) $13
___The Works of William Mealand (fc) 

HC: $35, PB: $25
___The Writings of Alan Burns (fc) $20
___The Writings of M. Jaegle (fc) $24

Biographies
___Adlai Loudy: A Brief History … (fc) $11
___Biography of Rev. Hosea Ballou (fc) $24
___Charles H. Welch: An Autobiography $20
___E.W. Bullinger Biography $20

___Fifty Years in the Church of Rome 
(Chiniquy) (fc) 2-Vol. set $35

___Hosea Ballou (Safford) (fc) $22
___John Nelson Darby (Turner) (fc) $12
___Life of Edwin H. Chapin, D.D. (Ellis) 

(fc) $22
___The Life of Rev Hosea Ballou (Whitte-

more) (fc) $90
___The Life of Rev. John Murray (Murray) 

(fc) $24
___The Life of Sir Robert Anderson (fc) $20
___The Lighter Side of My Official Life 

(Anderson) (fc) $22
___Memoir of Thomas Whittemore 

(Adams) (fc) $23
___Presenting the Truth in Love (Knoch) 

(fc) $5
___The Steps I Have Taken (Pilkington) $5
___Though I Spoke With Tongues (Roddy) 

(fc) $9
Histories

___The Ancient History of Universalism 
(Ballou) $22

___Foxe’s Book of Martyrs (Foxe) (fc) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural 

Doctrine of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Josephus & the Bible (Pollock) (fc) $5
___Modern History of Universalism – 

1860, Vol. 1 (Whittemore) (fc) $24
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___The Two Babylons (Hislop) (fc) $20
___Universalism – First 500 Years 

(Hanson) (fc) $23
•	 The Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul 

(Smith) (fc)
___PB $23
___HC $33

___Works of Flavius Josephus (fc) $70
Periodicals

Bible Student’s Notebook
___Master Index (1-725) $6

Bound Volumes
(Note: We recommend ordering the 

latest volumes first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 29 (701-725)	___Vol. 28 (676-700)
___Vol. 27 (651-675)	___Vol. 26 (626-650)
___Vol. 25 (601-625)	 ___Vol. 24 (576-600)
___Vol. 23 (551-575)	___Vol. 22 (526-550)
___Vol. 21 (501-525)	___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol. 19 (451-475)	___Vol. 18 (426-450)
___Vol. 17 (401-425)	___Vol. 16 (376-400)
___Vol. 15 (351-375)	___Vol. 14 (326-350)
___Vol. 13 (301-325)	___Vol. 12 (276-300)
___Vol. 11 (251-275)	___Vol. 10 (226-250)
___Vol. 9 (201-225)	 ___Vol. 8 (176-200)
___Vol. 7 (151-175)	 ___Vol. 6 (126-150)
___Vol. 5 (101-125)	 ___Vol. 4 (76-100)
___Vol. 3 (51-75)	 ___Vol. 2 (26-50)



___Vol 1. (1-25)	
___Order the current complete 29-volume 

set, plus the Master Index included 
free! Retail: $585 now $463 (a $122 
savings! – that’s $4 off per volume!)

Questions and Answers (Morgan) (fc)
___Volumes 1&2 (1942-1944) $20
___Volumes 3&4 (1944-1946) $20
___Volumes 5&6 (1946-1948) $20
___Volumes 7&8 (1948-1950) $20
___Volumes 9&10 (1950-1953) $20
___Complete set $80 ($20 savings)

Reconciliation (Kirk/Bunce) (fc)
___Issues 1942-1943 $10

Things To Come (fc) (Bullinger’s Month-
ly Periodical, 
Bound in Yearly Volumes – $20 each)
___Vol 1 (1894-5)	 ___Vol 2 (1895-6) 
___Vol 3 (1896-7)	 ___Vol 4 (1897-8) 
___Vol 5 (1898-9)	 ___Vol 6 (1899-1900) 
___Vol 7 (1900-1)	 ___Vol 8 (1901-2) 
___Vol 9 (1902-3)	 ___Vol 10 (1903-4) 
___Vol 11 (1905)	 ___Vol 12 (1906)
___Vol 13 (1907)	 ___Vol 14 (1908)
___Vol 15 (1909)	 ___Vol 16 (1910) 
___Vol 17 (1911)	 ___Vol 18 (1912) 
___Vol 19 (1913)	 ___Vol. 20 (1914) 
___Vol. 21 (1915)
___Master Index (Subject & Scripture) $10
___Complete 21 Set plus Index $279 

($150 savings)
•	 Treasures of Truth (Blay/Johnson) (fc)

___Vol. 1, Installments 1-12 (1971-
1974) $20

•	 Universalist’s Miscellany  (Vidler) (fc)
___Vol 1 (fc) $27
___Vol 2 (fc) $27
___Vol 3 (fc) $27
___Vol 4 (fc) $27
___4 Volume Set $100

Reference Works
___An Alphabetical Analysis (10 Vol.) 

(Welch) $180
•	 Appendixes to the Companion Bible

(See listing under Bibles)
___Biblical Study Charts (Welch) $30
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $55
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance $25
___The Words of Jesus (Hallett) (fc) $13

___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25

Bibles
•	 Bullinger’s Companion Bible

___OT/NT Burgundy Hardcover $55
___OT/NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___OT/NT Black or Burgundy Bonded 

Leather $83
___Black Genuine Leather $90
___NT Paperback w/o Appendix (fc) $28

•	 Appendixes to the Companion Bible
___PB $20
___Spiral, $30

Concordant Literal
•	 NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)

___Blue $30
___White $30
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40

Dabhar Translation
•	 New Testament (fc)

___PB $30
___HC $45
___Spiral $40

Rotherham Emphasized Bible (fc)
___PB, enlarged type $20
___SB, enlarged type $27
___HC, NT only enlarged type $30
___HC, OT/NT $55

Emphatic Diaglott
___Acts & Paul’s Epistles (Enlarged 

Type) (fc) $20
Ferrar Fenton (The Holy Bible in Modern 

English (1909) (fc))
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___NT Hardcover $27
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
___NT Large Print Paperback $20
___NT Spiral Boud $30

Parallel Literal
___NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
___NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
___NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Twentieth Century New Testament
___Paperback $30
___Spiral Bound $40
___Hardcover $45

Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35

Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts & Leaflets
___Christian Individualism (Sellers) Sin-

gle copy. $2
Paul’s Gospel (Newell)

___Single Copy 50¢
___25-pack $8
___50-pack $14
___100-pack $20
___250-pack $32

___Which Is Better? (250 personalized 
tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line.) $8

Line 1:___________________________

________________________________

Line 2:___________________________

________________________________

Line 3:___________________________

________________________________

Subtotal	 __________

Sales Tax (6% PA) 	 __________

S&H  ***	 __________

TOTAL	 __________

*** Free Media Mail (up to 2 weeks 
or more for delivery). 
Priority Mail: 25% ($7.99 minimum 
postage – usually 2-4 days).

See next page to provide 
payment information.



Name:  __________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________

City________________ State ______  Zip______________ 

Phone (_____) ______  _________________    

E-mail __________________________________________ 

(⁪ Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

METHOD OF PAYMENT ⁪ Check   ⁪ Money Order
⁪ Visa  ⁪ Mastercard   ⁪ Discover    ⁪ AmEx
Credit or Debit Card Number:

 ____________   _____________   _____________   ____________   

Expiration ______ / ______   3-Digit Security Code __________             

Study Shelf is your source for rare and hard-to-
find Bible study materials for the serious-minded, 
hungry-hearted students of Scripture  since 1980.



Abbreviation Key

Scripture Version

AV: Authorized Version
BSV: Bible Student’s Version
CV: Concordant Literal Version
DAR: Darby Translation
DT: Dabhar Translation
ED: Emphatic Diaglott
FF: Ferrar Fenton Bible
KJV: King James Version
NAS: New American Standard Version
NET: New English Translation
RE: Rotherham’s Emphasized Bible 
WT: Weymouth Translation
YLT: Young’s Literal Translation

Reference Sources

AA: Analytical Analysis (Welch)
BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon
CB: Companion Bible Notes & Appendixes 

(Bullinger)
CC: Concordant Commentary (Knoch)
CKC: Concordant Keyword Concordance (Knoch)
CL:  A Critical Lexicon and Concordance 

(Bullinger)
CWS: Complete Word Study Dictionary (Zodhiates)
FoS: Figures of Speech (Bullinger)
SEC: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance

TGL: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon
UR: Unsearchable Riches
VED: Vine’s Expository Dictionary
YAC: Young’s Analytical Concordance

Reference Notations

cf. – compare
e.g. – for example
et al. – and others
etc. – et cetera (and so on)
ff. – and the following
i.e., – that is


	_GoBack

