
sessed by the believer in Christ Jesus.

After gaining a good degree of familiarity 
with the New Testament and experiencing 
great frustration because of inability to find 
answers to questions, to solve problems and 
to resolve the apparent contradictions that 

increased in number with every reading, I 
came upon one great idea that did more to make 

the Bible a living and relevant book than anything 
I had ever discovered before. This was the recogni-
tion of the true character of the Acts period, and of 
the distinct program and purpose of God during that 
time.

Related to this and in collocation with it is the great 
truth that Paul’s declaration in Acts 28:282 marks a 
definite change in God’s method of dealing with men 
and that his words there mark an administrational 
(dispensational) boundary line.

Failure to recognize this great truth makes it im-
possible to properly understand many portions of 
the New Testament. This is especially true of the six 
epistles written by Paul during this period. These are 
First and Second Thessalonians, First and Second 
Corinthians, Galatians, and Romans.3 All of these 

2.	 [Editor:] For more information on Acts 28, see:
–	Acts 28: The Dispensational Boundary, Charles H. Welch, Bible 

Student’s Notebook #550;
–	Before and After Acts 28, Oscar Baker, Bible Student’s Notebook 

#595;
–	Acts 28: The Dispensational Crisis, Charles H. Welch, Bible Stu-

dent’s Notebook #642;
–	The Dispensation of the Grace of God, and Acts 28:28 – A Dis-

pensational Boundary Line, Otis Q. Sellers (see order form).
3.	 [Editor:] For more information on Paul’s early epistles (letters), 
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t is my conviction that ninety percent of all 
confusion and contradictions that exist in 
Christendom are the result of ignoring 

the true character of that thirty-three year 
period of which the book of Acts1 is the his-
tory.

Those who never make a penetrating study of 
the Word of God will never have any problems, 
questions or difficulties in regard to it. They can exist 
for a lifetime on the few things they learned before 
they were ten years of age, and they do not want to 
add anything to the very little they already know.

However, the constant reader and diligent student of 
the Bible who takes to heart what he finds there will 
discover that he is faced with numerous problems, 
questions, difficulties and apparent contradictions. 
He then will yearn and even pray for the discovery of 
some major truth that will resolve all of these.

Familiarity with the Bible, a working knowledge of 
its pages, the ability to turn to any verse that comes 
to mind, is one of the greatest assets that can be pos-

1.	 [Editor:] For more on the period covered by the Book of Acts, see:
–	The Acts Transition and the Pentecostal Dispensation, Sir Rob-

ert Anderson, Bible Student’s Notebook #507;
–	The Acts of the Apostles And Paul’s Epistles: Considered Histori-

cally and Dispensationally,  J.J.B. Coles, Bible Student’s Note-
book #613;

–	The Earlier and Later Chapters of the Book of Acts, Sir Robert 
Anderson, Bible Student’s Notebook #526;

–	The Acts Period and the Acts Period Epistles, Tom Ballinger, 
Bible Student’s Notebook #604;

–	The Dispensational Frontier of Acts 28:23-31, Charles H. Welch, 
parts 1-3: Bible Student’s Notebook #639, #640, #641;

–	The Dispensation of the Grace of God, and Acts 28:28 – A Dis-
pensational Boundary Line, Otis Q. Sellers (see order form).

The Acts Dispensation
Part 1 of 3

by — Otis Q. Sellers  (1901-1992)

►
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The glory of the last Adam and His humanity far transcends that of the first man. – George L. Rogers (1869-1947)

take on the character of the time in which they were 
written. They contain many timeless truths which 
are not subject to change, and every word in them 
is beneficial for teaching, for reproof, for correction 
and for instruction in righteousness (II Timothy 
3:16), but they also contain dispensational truths 
which changed4 when that dispensation came to an 
end.5

The foundation of the Acts dispensation was laid 
down by the Lord Jesus in Mark 16:15-18.

He said unto them, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized6 shall be saved; but he 

see:
–	The Chronological Order of Paul’s Epistles (Their Dispensational 

Significance), Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook 
#319;

–	Paul’s Earlier Epistles, F. H. Robison, Part 1, Bible Student’s 
Notebook #669; Part 2, Bible Student’s Notebook #670;

–	The Letters of Paul, Danny Russino, Bible Student’s Notebook 
#502;

–	The Nature of Paul’s Early Epistles, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible 
Student’s Notebook #505;

–	The Lord’s Coming in the Early Epistles, Charles H. Welch, Bible 
Student’s Notebook #486;

–	Paul’s Previous Epistles Need Minor Modifications, A.E. Knoch, 
Bible Student’s Notebook #490;

–	Right Division Includes Paul, Stephen Hill, Bible Student’s Note-
book #487;

–	Organically the Same: Constitutionally Different – The Distinc-
tion Between the Pre-Prison and Prison Epistles, Vladimir Gele-
snoff, Bible Student’s Notebook #509;

–	The Acts Period and the Acts Period Epistles, Tom Ballinger, 
Bible Student’s Notebook #604;

–	The Acts of the Apostles and Paul’s Epistles: Considered Histori-
cally and Dispensationally,  J.J.B. Coles, Bible Student’s Note-
book #613.

4.	 [Editor:] For a look at Paul’s Perfection Epistles, see:
–	Paul’s Perfection Epistles, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook 

#310;
–	Paul’s Previous Epistles Need Minor Modifications, A.E. Knoch, 

Bible Student’s Notebook #490;
–	Present Truth Is Found in Paul’s Latest Epistles, A.E. Knoch,  Bi-

ble Student’s Notebook #515;
–	Organically the Same: Constitutionally Different – The Distinc-

tion Between the Pre-Prison and Prison Epistles, Vladimir Gele-
snoff, Bible Student’s Notebook #509;

–	The Ranking Revelation of the Prison Epistles, A.E. Knoch, Bible 
Student’s Notebook #524.

5.	 For example, see I Corinthians 1:7; 5:5, 8; 6:4; 7:8, 27; Romans 
1:16 (last clause); 3:1-2; 15:27.

6.	 [Editor:] For a closer look at Israel’s water baptisms, see the fol-
lowing titles on our order form: 
–	Water Baptism, A Compilation (listed under Compilations)
–	On Baptism, A.E. Knoch (listed under Knoch);
–	The Glory of the One Baptism, Otis Q. Sellers (listed under Sell-

ers);
–	Real Baptism: Religious Ritual or Spiritual Reality, Charles F. 

Baker (listed under Baker); 
–	Baptism And the Bible, C.R. Stam (listed under Stam);

that believeth not shall be damned. And these 
signs7 shall follow them that believe: In My 
name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and 
they shall recover.”

These are the words that set the character for the 
Acts period. They were fulfilled to the letter during 
that time, and they describe the normal, daily experi-
ences of those who believed. This is demonstrated by 
Mark’s final words:

And they went forth, and preached everywhere, 
the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
Word with signs following (Mark 16:20).8

The chief characteristic of the Acts dispensation was 
that God-commissioned men went forth at His direc-
tion speaking a God-inspired9 message, each word of 
which was given to them each time they spoke it (I 
Thessalonians 2:13), and which was always given in 
the mother tongue of those for whom it was intend-
ed. The Word they spoke was always confirmed by 
signs that followed (Hebrews 2:4), and when anyone 
believed his faith was accredited and confirmed by 
miraculous signs (Mark 16:17). This was the unvary-
ing pattern of the Acts period. It was entirely differ-
ent from God’s method of dealing with men today.

About 650 years before the birth of Christ the proph-
et Habakkuk, anticipating the dispersion of Israel 

–	Bible and Baptism, Harry Bultema (listed under Bultema).
7.	 [Editor:] For more information on sign gifts, see:

–	The Present Truth Concerning Sign Gifts: A Comprehensive 
Compilation (see order form under Compilations).

8.	 It is a constant trick of exposition to cast doubt upon these pas-
sages by saying that they are not found in the two most ancient 
manuscripts. This is only about one percent of the information 
available concerning this passage. Before anyone casts a shred of 
doubt upon this portion of the Word of God, let them read with 
care Dean Burgon’s monumental work The Last Twelve Verses of 
Mark. [Editor:] A Bible Student’s Press reprint available at Stu-
dyShelf.com, see order form under Other Authors.

9.	 [Editor:] “Inspired by God” (II Timothy 3:16). Θεόπνευστος 
(theopneustos [Strong’s G2315]), a compound word, “God” 
(θεός, theos [Strong’s G2316] and “breathe” (πνέω, pneō 
[Strong’s G4154]); thus “God-breathed”: given by God, divinely 
inspired. See:
–	God’s Eonian Purpose, by Adlai Loudy, chapter 1 (The Sacred 

Scriptures), chapter 2 (How We Got Our Bible). A concise his-
tory of 53 pages covering everything from the original Greek 
text to the Concordant Version (see order form).
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God’s unfailing love is greater than any of the times of struggle we may face. – Bill Crowder




“among the nations” declared that a time would 
come when God would work a work of such incred-
ible nature among the dispersed ones that His hear-
ers would not believe it even if He told them of it 
(1:5). His prophecy still awaits its final and definitive 
fulfillment, yet there can be no doubt but that there 
was a precursory fulfillment in the Acts period. The 
words of Paul are proof of this:

Beware therefore, lest that come upon you which 
is spoken of in the prophets: “Behold, ye despis-
ers and wonder and perish: for I work a work in 
your days, a work in which ye shall in no wise 
believe, though a man declare it unto you” (Acts 
13:40-41).

The Israelites who lived in the Acts period, those in 
Palestine as well as those scattered among the na-
tions, not only heard what God was doing, they saw 
what He was doing (Acts 2:33). They were the objects 
and witnesses of a work of God that is unparalleled 
in human history. Thus that thirty-three year period 
covered by the book of Acts stands apart and is dif-
ferent from all other periods of divine activity.

The Past Is Deflated
and the Present Inflated

In view of this the most careful study needs to be 
given to the divine purposes and activities that made 
it so unique. This is a sorely neglected study. It has 
ever been the practice of theologians to minimize, 
depreciate and stultify the truth concerning the 
work that God was doing in the Acts period. This 
has been done both wittingly and unwittingly. The 
actual divine history of this time has been rewritten 

►

by commentators on the book of Acts. They are de-
termined to see nothing in this period of time except 
the founding and development of what they call “the 
Christian church.”10 They read this into every pas-
sage, they interpret it into every event, and they even 
translate so it will be found throughout this period. 
They actually minimize everything that belongs to 
this period of time; then they magnify everything 
in Christendom today so that both might meet on a 
common level, one being a continuation of the other. 
Thus, they insist that it was “the church” that began 
at Pentecost; then they make the organized religious 
establishments of today to be “the church” that began 
there – the outgrowth of what began at Pentecost.11 
They make the ecclesia of God (the out-called ones) 
of the Acts period to be nothing more than church 
members; then they make the church members of 
today to be the out-called of God. The divinely com-
missioned and inspired heralds of that time are made 
to be preachers and pastors; then the preachers and 
pastors of today are made to be divinely called and 
commissioned servants of God. Thus past posi-
10.	[Editor:] The Greek word often translated as “church” in most 

English versions is ἐκκλησία (ekklēsia, or ecclesia). The word 
is a compound word meaning “called-out” (ek = “out”; kaleō̄ = 
“called”). The ecclesia is God’s “called-out” ones. The ecclesia 
is not a building or denomination; not a meeting, or doctrinal 
creed; it is not somewhere we go, or something we do, it is who 
we as believers are. For more information see:
–	The Outsiders, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. (see order form);
–	The “Ecclesias” (Churches) of the Scriptures, Adlai Loudy (see 

order form).
11.	For more information on Pentecost, see: 

–	Did the Body of Christ Begin at Pentecost? Clyde L. Pilkington, 
Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook #1;

–	[14 Reasons Why] Pentecost Was Not the Beginning of the 
Body of Christ, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Daily Goodies [book], Au-
gust 28 (see order form).

–	Pentecost, H.W. Fry, Bible Student’s Notebook #666;
–	A Study on Pentecost & The Gift of Tongues, Tom Ballinger (see 

order form under “Ballinger”).

The Outcome of Infinite Grace
by — Loyal F. Hurley

See order form.

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death!” It was this verse which caused 
the author, a pastor, to study afresh the subject of the fate of the wicked. The 
three choices apparent from a surface reading of various biblical texts were 
eternal torment, extermination or ultimate reconciliation. The author studied 
to find which one was true.

“A helpful introduction to the great truth that God is the Savior of all 
mankind.” — A.E. Knoch, Unsearchable Riches Magazine

80 pp, PB

http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn666.pdf
http://www.studyshelf.com/hell.htm
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Acts 28:25-28 was the direct negation of the conditions necessary for the Lord’s return in those days. – J. Eustace Mills


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tions are deflated and present positions are inflated, 
so they will appear to be the same. An apostle, such 
as Paul, is made to be a “missionary” and his travels 
are made to be “missionary journeys.” The divinely-
inspired proclamations of the apostles are made to 
be “sermons,” and the chief purpose of these men is 
said to have been “the founding of churches.” We are 
further told that all the great miracles that these men 
performed could also be performed by us if only we 
had sufficient faith. Yes, we are now being told that 
the God-given ability to speak in a foreign language 
was only an ecstatic and unintelligible babble, and 
that the head-jerking, eye-rolling, unintelligible ut-
tering of meaningless sounds experienced today is 
the biblical gift of tongues. Thus it is that the past 
is deflated and the present inflated; God’s highest is 
made to be man’s lowest, and man’s lowest is made to 
be God’s highest, so that everything that happened in 
the Acts period is made to be the same as denomina-
tional programs today.

Even Dr. C.I. Scofield fell into this trap, giving in his 
reference Bible such paragraph headings in the Book 
of Acts as “The First Church,” “Peter’s Second Ser-
mon,” “The First Missionaries,” “Elders Appointed 
in Every Church,” “Founding of the Church at Thes-
solonica,” and “Founding of the Church at Corinth.” 
Thus a modern denominational and organized re-
ligious program is stamped upon every page of the 
Book of Acts when in reality it cannot be found 
there.12

12.	[Editor:] For a closer look at “Church History” see:
–	Three Groups in Church History: To Which Do We Belong? Gene 

Edwards, Bible Student’s Notebook #24;
–	Brief Notes on Church History, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Part 1, 

Bible Student’s Notebook #28; Part 2, Bible Student’s Notebook 
#29; Part 3, Bible Student’s Notebook #55; Part 4, Bible Stu-
dent’s Notebook #56;

In the years that I have given to the study of the his-
tory of the Acts period I have sought to saturate my-
self with the life and spirit of that time. These studies 
have brought the conviction that certain great truths 
related to this period stand out like mountain peaks 
and that these need to be recognized and empha-
sized by all who would deal honestly with the history 
recorded in the Book of Acts and the epistles writ-
ten during that time. These mountain peaks of truth 
must not be bulldozed away.

At the close of the Acts period God had accom-
plished everything that He set out to do. No purpose 
is left unfinished, no project is incomplete. The mes-
sage has gone forth to the ends of the earth, all Is-
rael has heard, the remnant13 has been established, a 
company for His name has been called from among 
the Gentiles.

The blade stage and the ear stage of the Kingdom 
of God have run their course (Mark 4:28). The next 
stage of “the full grain in the ear,” the manifest King-
dom of God, is ready to burst upon mankind, but it 
did not come. God’s Kingdom purposes are held in 
suspension while He accomplishes a purpose which 
had never before been revealed. He will take time to 
write into the history of His long dealings with man-
kind a complete record of the grace that is inherent 
in His character. This is now being done in a dispen-
sation of absolute grace.14

–	The Paulicians – Additional Historical Information, Clyde L. Pilk-
ington, Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook #77;

–	The Torch of His Testimony, John W. Kennedy, Bible Student’s 
Notebook #78;

–	The Church in Ruins, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., (book, see order 
form).

13.	[Editor:] For more information on the Remnant of Israel, see:
–	The Remnant, Charles H. Welch, Bible Student’s Notebook #579.

14.	[Editor:] For more information about “the Mystery” and it’s “Se-

Prophetic Obsession in an Unprophesied 
Administration
(A Collection of Works Concerning the Nature of Unfulfilled Prophecy)

List of authors contained in this work are: Sir Robert Anderson (1841-1918),  Cecil 
J. Blay (1906-1976), A.E. Knoch (1874-1965), J. Vernon McGee (1904-1988), 
Andrew Miller (1810-1883), Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727), Clyde L. Pilkington, 
Jr., Otis Q. Sellers (1901-1992) and C.R. Stam (1909-2003).

62 pp, PB See order form.
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 God is the One moving all of us – believers and unbelievers alike (Acts 17:28). – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
The truths that were applicable in the Acts period 
may or may not be applicable today. As Paul tells us 
in Philippians 1:10, we must be testing the things that 
carry through (see the Greek). We must study “right-
ly to divide the Word of Truth” (II Timothy 2:15).15

17 Truths Concerning Acts

Truth is that which accords with the facts. Divine 
facts are declared in the Word of God, and what we 
believe must be in harmony with them. Seventeen 
facts representing the same number of truths will be 
set forth in this study. These can be accepted or re-
jected. What will the reader do with them? A request 
is made for honest consideration.

1.	 The 120 that assembled on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 1:15) were without exception Jews who be-
lieved that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah16 
and the Son of God.

This fact and truth had been generated in them by 
the Father in heaven (Matthew 16:17). They were 
the result of the personal ministry17 of Jesus Christ, 
Whose words and works had led them to this belief. 
They did not cease to be Jews because of this new-

cret Administration,” see:
–	The Administration of the Secret: A Comprehensive Compilation 

(see order form under Compilations).
15.	[Editor:] For a foundational study of “Rightly Dividing the Word of 

Truth,” see:
–	God’s Eonian Purpose, Adlai Loudy (see order form);
–	The Foundations of Dispensational Truth, Dr. E.W. Bullinger (see 

order form);
–	The continuing series Right Division (An Overview of Dispen-

sational Truth), Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Part 1, Bible Student’s 
Notebook #551; Part 2, Bible Student’s Notebook #552; Part 3, 
Bible Student’s Notebook #553; Part 4, Bible Student’s Note-
book #554; Part 5, Bible Student’s Notebook #555; Part 6, Bible 
Student’s Notebook #556; Part 7, Bible Student’s Notebook 
#557; Part 8, Bible Student’s Notebook #558; Part 9, Bible Stu-
dent’s Notebook #559; Part 10, Bible Student’s Notebook #570.

–	The Address on the Envelope, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Note-
book #326; also found in God’s Holy Nation: Israel and Her 
Earthly Purpose,  Appendix 3, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. (see order 
form);

–	Parallel, Not Identical, C.F. Baker, found in God’s Holy Nation: 
Israel and Her Earthly Purpose, Appendix 5, Clyde L. Pilkington, 
Jr., (see order form).

16.	[Editor:] For a comprehensive study of Messiah, see:
–	Messiah in Both Testaments, Dr. Fred John Meldau (see order 

form under Other Authors).
17.	[Editor:] For a look at Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry, see:

–	The Earthly Ministry of Jesus Christ, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. Bible 
Student’s Notebook #6, or see the online article at Study Shelf;

–	Our Lord’s Earthly Ministry, W.T. Broad, Bible Student’s Note-
book #607.

found faith. As Sir Robert Anderson (1841-1918) has 
so well said,

The divine religion of Judaism in every part of 
it, both in the spirit and the letter, pointed to the 
coming of a promised Messiah; and to maintain 
that a man ceased to be a Jew because he cher-
ished that hope, and accepted the Messiah when 
He came – this is a position absolutely grotesque 
in its absurdity.18

2.	 Those who heard the Word on that memorable 
day of Pentecost were “Jews, devout men out of 
every nation under heaven” (Acts 2:5).

They had been of the diaspora but had returned to 
the land of their fathers. The 3000 who became be-
lievers on that day (Acts 2:41) were without excep-
tion “Jews, devout men.” They remained such after 
they believed (Acts 2:46).

3.	 The salvation-bringing [good news] message of 
God was authorized to everyone in Israel from 
the Day of Pentecost onward (Acts 2:39; 10:36; 
13:26).

This message centered in the fact that the Man Christ 
Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah (the Christ) and the 
Son of God.19 He was presented as an object for faith, 
offered to Israelites as a Savior. Forgiveness of sins was 
promised to all who believed in Him (Acts 2:21, 36, 
38). This salvation-bringing message could be herald-
ed by any believing Israelite who was commissioned of 
God to do so. This commission consisted of the Word 
of God coming to a man as a message intended for an-
other (See Luke 3:2 for an example of this).

18.	The Silence of God, Sir Robert Anderson. [Editor:] This is a Bible 
Student’s Press reprint available at StudyShelf.com (see order 
form under Sir Robert Anderson).

19.	[Editor:] For more information on the Nature of Jesus Christ, see:
–	Jesus Christ the Son of God, A.P. Adams, Bible Student’s Note-

book #324; 
–	God’s Unique Son:The Man Christ Jesus, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., 

Bible Student’s Notebook #255;
–	“There are Many Gods” – “There Is One God,” A.E. Knoch, Bible 

Student’s Notebook #324;
–	The Father and the Son, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Student’s 

Notebook #362;
–	The Father and the Son, John Essex, Bible Student’s Notebook 

#408;
–	The Doctrine of the Double Nature of Christ, Don Snedeker, 

Part 1:Bible Student’s Notebook #298, Part 2:Bible Student’s 
Notebook #299.

►
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Since faith is a gift, given by God, why would God consign anyone to “hell” for not believing? – André Sneidar




It seems that every believing Jew in the Acts period 
had the blessing of this experience. The message may 
have come to them for only one person, but there 
could be no proclamation apart from such a com-
mission (Romans 10:15).

4.	 In the eight years that elapsed between Pentecost 
and Peter’s visit to the house of Cornelius, the 
gospel was to the Jew only. Every believer during 
that time was a Jew, a man of Israel.

No one was authorized to speak the salvation-bring-
ing message to anyone else. Even if a Gentile over-
heard it as it was being proclaimed, as Cornelius cer-
tainly had (Acts 10:37), it was still not for him.

5.	 The thrice-repeated vision which Peter saw while 
on the housetop (Acts 10:9-16) was a special 
commission and authorization for him to go to 
the house of Cornelius, a God-fearing, devout 
Gentile.

This proclamation of Jesus Christ to the household 
of one Roman centurion represents Peter’s entire 
ministry to the Gentiles. He had no commission to 
any others outside Israel. He was not God’s commis-
sioned one to the Gentiles. This was Paul’s preroga-
tive (Romans 11:13). This one act of Peter served to 
prepare the believers in Israel for the ministry of Paul 
among the Gentiles, which began six years later.

6.	 Cornelius did not become a herald of the salva-
tion-bringing message to the Gentiles.

He did not abandon his military position and return 
to Rome to herald the Gospel. He could not do so 
without a divine commission. If he had such a com-
mission it would have made him, and not Paul, God’s 
commissioned one to the Gentiles.

7.	 It was God’s purpose and program in the Acts 
period that every responsible person in Israel 
should hear the salvation-bringing gospel and 
have one clear-cut opportunity to receive the 
Lord Jesus as the Messiah and to believe in Him 
as a Savior (Romans 15:21).

This witness was made to every Israelite in the land 
and to the uttermost parts of the Earth (Acts 1:8).

8.	 God’s purpose in this period was accomplished. 
Every Israelite was covered (Romans 10:18; 
15:23).

Those outside the land lived in tight pockets and 
could easily be reached by the herald going to the 
synagogue in that locality (Acts 17:1-3).

9.	 In the Acts period the proclamation of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ was always done by God-commis-
sioned men (Romans 10:15), the message they 
heralded was always spoken by divine inspira-
tion (I Corinthians 2:13), every word of it was 
the Word of God (I Thessalonians 2:13), it was al-
ways absolute truth (II Corinthians 13:3), it was 
not written, it was not memorized and repeated 
over and over, and it was always fresh from God 
each time it was spoken.

It was varied each time to meet the exact needs of 
those who heard it, but these variations were inspired 
by God and were not made by the heralds. One man 
could proclaim it as well as another. Ignorant fisher-
men spoke it as well as the educated statesmen.

10.	In order to avoid all delays, all misunderstand-
ings and any need for translation, the gospel of 
God was always spoken in the mother tongue of 
the one for whom it was intended.

The gift of tongues was a meaningful reality in the 
Acts period (Acts 2:6, 8, 11).

11.	In the Acts dispensation the proclamation of the 
gospel was always confirmed to the hearers by 
evidential miracles (Mark 16:20; John 14:12; Acts 
2:43; Acts 5:12; Romans 15:18-19; I Corinthians 
1:6; Hebrews 2:4).

These might precede the proclamation, accompany it 
or follow it, but they were always there. No one was 
asked to believe without seeing. Physical evidence 
was always a part of the proclamation (I Thessalo-
nians 1:5).

12.	Under the divine administration that prevailed 
in the Acts period a man was given only one op-
portunity to hear and believe the gospel (Acts 
13:46).
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I was going to complain. Then I remembered He is the source of all things, even my disappointments.– Thomas Watson (1620-1686)




The heralds of the gospel never spoke it twice to the 
same people. A herald did not go over ground that 
had already been covered (Romans 15:20-21). The 
message was at once either a “savor of life” or a “savor 
of death” to all who heard it (II Corinthians 2:16). If 
a man could not immediately believe the testimony 
of a God-commissioned man speaking a divinely-in-
spired message, the truth of which was confirmed by 
signs following, there was nothing more that could 
be done. All who heard were enlightened, they tasted 
of the heavenly gift, they were partakers of the Holy 
Spirit, they had tasted the good Word of God, and 
experienced the powers of the coming eon (Hebrews 
6:4-5). If after all this they fell away it was impossible 
to bring them back again to the place of submission 
(Hebrews 6:6-7).

13.	In the Acts dispensation the faith of a believer 
was always publicly accredited and confirmed by 
God.

“These signs shall follow them that believe,” was the 
promise of Jesus Christ (Mark 16:17), and they did 
(I Corinthians 1:6-7). A man’s relationship to God 
was a manifest thing. There were no secret believers. 
The life of an Acts period believer was not “hid with 
Christ in God,” as ours is today (Colossians 3:3).

14.	After Peter’s visit to the house of Cornelius, Paul 
was the only man commissioned by God to her-
ald His salvation-bringing message to the Gen-
tiles.

This ministry began in Pisidian Antioch (Acts 13:46-
47). Nevertheless, Paul’s ministry20 even after Acts 13 

20.	[Editor:] Paul had an early ministry (diakonia, G1248) to the mem-
bers of the nations (Romans 11:13, cf. Galatians 2:7; II Corinthians 

►

was always to the Jew first and to the Jew primarily 
(Acts 13:46; Romans 1:16; Acts 17:1-2). He would go 
straight through a city without stopping if there were 
no company of Jews in it (Acts 17:1).

The true, biblical picture of the Acts period is one of 
thousands of heralds carrying the salvation-bringing 
message of God to every Israelite (Acts 11:19) but 
only one herald taking it to the Gentiles, and this 
only after he had fulfilled every obligation to his own 
people, Israel. This may not be the picture that peo-
ple want to see, but it is the true Biblical one never-
theless.

15.	In the Acts period the children of Israel are lik-
ened to being “as the sand of the sea” (Romans 
9:27).

4:1) which purpose was to provoke Israel to emulation (Romans 
11:14). It was a ministry of grace (Acts 20:24), spirit (over against 
death; II Corinthians 3:8), righteousness (over against condemna-
tion:9), and conciliation (5:18). For a look at the subject of Paul’s 
priestly ministry, see:
–	Paul’s Priestly Ministry, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Student’s 

Notebook #721;
–	Paul’s Priestly Ministry:Supplementary Notes, Bible Student’s 

Notebook #721;
–	Paul’s Priestly Ministry, Adlai Loudy , Bible Student’s Notebook 

#532;
–	The Priestly Ministry of Paul, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Note-

book #532;
–	Paul’s Previous Ministries, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook 

#567;
–	Onward and Upward:Paul’s Priestly Ministry Transitioning To-

ward His Celestial, Vladimir Gelesnoff, Bible Student’s Notebook 
#509;

–	The Administrations, Adlai Loudy, Bible Student’s Notebook 
#497;

–	The Readjustment Administration, Adlai Loudy, Bible Student’s 
Notebook #492;

–	The Divine Calendar, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook 
#434;

–	A New Administration at the Close of Acts, Adlai Loudy  (Part 
1, Bible Student’s Notebook #562; Part 2, Bible Student’s Note-
book #563).

Many people labor under a heavy weight of guilt and shame. The answer is to 
be found only in the total provision that God Himself has already provided!

60 pp., PB See order form.
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If any power in the universe could influence God, He would not be God. – Hans Kaser

It was God’s purpose in these thirty-three years to sift 
through and test every grain of sand that made up this 
company. Among these were many true gems that 
would shine forth the moment they heard the mes-
sage and saw its confirmation. These gems would have 
a special place and perform a special service in the day 
when He makes up His jewels (Malachi 3:17). These 
become in truth “the Israel of God” (Galatians 6:16).

16.	At the close of the Acts period God had accom-
plished everything He set out to do. He had fin-
ished the work. He had cut it short in righteous-
ness.

A conclusive and concise work had been done on 
Earth (Romans 9:28). Israel had heard the Word and 
saw the works of God (Romans 10:18). The Israel of 
God had been discovered (Galatians 6:16). The rem-
nant had been established (Romans 11:5). A definite 
company from among the Gentiles had been called 
for His name (Acts 15:14). Everything was ready 
for the full establishment of the manifest Kingdom 
of God upon the Earth (Romans 13:11-12), but it 
did not come. At the close of the Acts period all of 
God’s Kingdom purposes were suspended while He 
accomplishes a purpose that had never before been 
revealed.

17.	The end of the Acts dispensation is marked by 
Paul’s pronouncement in Acts 28:28.

The Bible student must discover when he comes to 
this declaration what things come to an end, what 
things carry through, and what new circumstances 
and conditions prevail. That the circumstances and 
conditions set forth above came to an end is obvious. 
That a new dispensation began is evident. The words 
of Acts 28:28 are of the utmost importance.

Understanding that the word translated “salvation” 
(soterion) is an adjective, and that no adjective ever 
stands alone in a sentence; knowing also that the 
word “sent” is apostello, and since it is used as an in-
animate thing it means authorized, or, made freely 
available, I would accurately translate this passage as 
follows:

Let it then be known unto you that the salva-
tion-bringing message of God has been autho-
rized to the nations, and they will hear it.

(to be continued)

Topics:
Major: Acts, Book of; Israel; Right Division
Minor: Kingdom of Heaven

Glory (continued from page 6226)
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___Scripture Research Study Sheets (fc) $30
___The Sequel Which Sustains $10

F.H. Robison
___Are Bride and Body Identical? (fc) $12
___Some Writings of F.H. Robison (fc) $13

George L. Rogers
___The First Dispensation (fc) $4
___Grace Tabernacle Studies (w/E.L. 

Crystal) (fc)  $4
___The Promises to the Fathers (fc) $4
___Short Works of George L. Rogers (fc) 

$5
___Studies in Romans – Vol. 1, Chapters 

1-8 (fc) $25
___Studies in Romans – V2, Chapters 9-10 

(fc) $12
A.E. Saxby

___God in Creation, Redemption, Judg-
ment, & Consummation $11

___God’s Ultimate (fc) $20
___The Second Death: An Enquiry (fc) $4

C.I. Scofield
___Epistle to the Galatians (fc) $7
___Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth $11

Otis Q. Sellers
___Christian Individualism (fc) $1
___The Dispensation of the Grace of 

God & Acts 28:28 – A Dispensational 
Boundary Line (fc) $7

___The Glory of the One Baptism (fc) $5
___The Rich Rich Man and Lazarus (fc) $8
___The Sabbath and the Sunday Question 

(fc) $5
___This Do In Remembrance (fc) $8

W. Leon Tucker
___Studies in Romans (fc) $11
___“With Him,” or Studies in Ephesians 

(fc) $12
Charles H. Welch

___An Alphabetical Analysis (Welch) $180
___The Apostle of the Reconciliation $20

___Biblical Study Charts $30
___Charles H. Welch: An Autobiography $20
___Dispensational Frontier of Acts 28 $8
___Dispensational Truth $23
___Ephesians via Romans $5
___Hell, or “Free From the Blood of All 

Men” $25
___In Heavenly Places $25
___Hymns of Praise (fc) $13

Thomas Whittemore
___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for 

Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) 
$10

___Commentary on Revelation (fc) $23
___The Doctrine of the Torments of Hell 

Overthrown (fc) $15
The Life of Rev. Hosea Ballou (fc) (See 

listing under Biographies)
Memoir of Thomas Whittemore (Adams) 

(fc) (See listing under Biographies)
___Modern History of Universalism – 

1860, Vol. 1 (fc) $24
___The Plain Guide to Universalism (fc) $24

Other Authors
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___Are We Brainwashed? (Romine) (fc) $4
___The Art of Conversation (Baker) (fc) $5
___At the End of the Ages (Evely) $5
___Be Likeminded (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible and the Cross (Morgan) (fc) 

$13
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bone of His Bone  (Huegel)(fc) $12
___Check Your Panoply (Rocke) $10
Christ Triumphant (Allin) (See Univer-
salism Asserted)

___Christ Victorious Over All (Johnston) 
(fc) $20

Christian Individualism (Sellers) (See 
listing under Tracts)

___The Church’s Heavenly Character 
(Mackintosh) $2

___Claims of Rome (Smith) (fc) $10
___Collected Works of Earl M. Brown (fc) 

$13 
___Collected Works of Marvin Rice (fc) $20
___Comfort and Vision (Davis) (fc) $13
___A Defense of the Christian Revelation 

(Lyttleton/West) $20
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names 

(Jackson) $10
___The Dispensations (Brown) (fc) $6
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___Elijah’s Coming … (McClain) (fc) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Eonian: Everlasting or Age-Lasting? 

(Todd) $4

___Evangel of the Circumcision & Uncir-
cumcision (Cooper) (fc) $7

___Examination … Eternal Punishment 
(Williamson) $19

___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___Fellowship of Faith-Philemon (Lan-

genberg) (fc) $8
___The Fellowship of the Mystery (Side-

bottom) $5
___God’s Big Secret (Post) (fc) $7
___God’s Rules for Scriptural 

Interpretation (Peart) (fc) $18
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $22
___The Gospel (Bauman) (fc) $6
___The Gospel of God’s Reconciliation … 

(Stroeter) (fc) $15
___The Great Revelation (Paton) (fc) $10
___Growing in the Realization of God 

(McMahon) $5
___How Eternity Slipped In … (Thomson) $8
___How to Study the Bible (Wasson) (fc) $10
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline 

(Purdy) $15
___An Identity Test (Lord) (See listing un-

der Tracts)
___An Introductory Essay to Jeremiah 

White’s The Restoration of All Things 
(Thom) (fc) $12

___Is Hell Eternal? (Pridgeon) (fc) $22
___The Last Twelve Verses of … Mark 

(Burgon) (fc) $20
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___Life and Epistles of St. Paul (Coney-

beare & Howson) (fc) 2-Vol. set $40
___The Life and Times of Noah (fc) (Walk-

er) $5
___The Lord’s Table (Giles) (fc) $12
___A Manual of Doctrinal Truths (Bynoe) 

(fc) $7
___Messiah in Both Testaments (Meldau) 

$10
___Moments of Meditation in Colossians 

(Rueweler) (fc) $5
___The Mystery of Evil (Williams) (fc) $5
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Notes on Romans (Poole) (fc) $13
___Origin & History of Doctrine of 

Endless Punishment (Thayer) (fc) $21
___Paul: The Man & His Gospel (Hutton) 

(fc) $11
___The Priest, the Woman and the Confes-

sional (Chiniquy) (fc) $15
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pon-

tis) $15
___The Restoration of All Things (White) 

(fc) $20
___The Restitution of All Things (Hawtin) 

(fc) $7
___Restitution of All Things (fc) (Jukes) $15

(continued on next page)



___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___The Sabbath in Scripture (Butler) (fc) $4
___Salvation & Judgment in Matthew 

(Hough) $2
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Scripture Class Studies (Lamb) (fc) $7
___Simple Story of the Universe (Bentley) 

(fc) $10
___The Sin of Sectarianism (Langford) 

(fc) $10
___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Standing and State: Ephesians (Root) $13
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus 

(Burgener) $11
___Studies in Acts (Martin) (fc) $25
___Studies in the Scriptures (fc) $15
___Testimony Through the Ages (Suerig) 

(fc) $15
___Thoughts by the Way (Hayter) (fc) $4
___Time and Eternity (Stevenson) (fc) $10
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Rel-

ly) $19
___Universal Restoration (Winchester) (fc) 

$20
___Universalism Asserted (fc) (Allin) $15
___Universalist’s Book of Reference 

(Guild) (fc) $23
Universalist’s Miscellany  (Vidler) (fc) 
For individual volumes, see listing under 
Periodicals.

___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery 
(Hurnard/Smith) $5

___What is Sectism? Is it a Sin? or a Vir-
tue? (Larsen) (fc) $5

___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Who Is Jesus? (Buzzard) $7
___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29
___The Words of Jesus … (Hallett) (fc) $13
___The Works of William Mealand (fc) 

HC: $35, PB: 25
___The Writings of Alan Burns (fc) $20
___The Writings of M. Jaegle (fc) $24

Biographies
___Adlai Loudy: A Brief History … (fc) $11
___Biography of Rev. Hosea Ballou (fc) $24
___Charles H. Welch: An Autobiography $20
___E.W. Bullinger Biography $20
___Fifty Years in the Church of Rome 

(Chiniquy) (fc) 2-Vol. set $35
___Hosea Ballou (Safford) (fc) $22
___John Nelson Darby (Turner) (fc) $12
___Life of Edwin H. Chapin, D.D. (Ellis) 

(fc) $22
___The Life of Rev Hosea Ballou (Whit-

temore) (fc) $90
___The Life of Rev. John Murray (Murray) 

(fc) $24

___The Life of Sir Robert Anderson (fc) $20
___The Lighter Side of My Official Life 

(Anderson) (fc) $22
___Memoir of Thomas Whittemore 

(Adams) (fc) $23
___Presenting the Truth in Love (Knoch) 

(fc) $5
___The Steps I Have Taken (Pilkington) $5
___Though I Spoke With Tongues (Roddy) 

(fc) $9
Histories

___The Ancient History of Universalism 
(Ballou) $22

___Foxe’s Book of Martyrs (Foxe) (fc) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural 

Doctrine of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Josephus & the Bible (Pollock) (fc) $5
___Modern History of Universalism – 

1860, Vol. 1 (Whittemore) (fc) $24
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___The Two Babylons (Hislop) (fc) $20
___Universalism – First 500 Years 

(Hanson) (fc) $23
•	 The Voyage and Shipwreck of St. Paul 

(Smith) (fc)
___PB $23
___HC $33

___Works of Flavius Josephus (fc) $70
Periodicals

Bible Student’s Notebook
___Master Index (1-700) $6

Bound Volumes
(Note: We recommend ordering the 

latest volumes first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 28 (676-700)	___Vol. 27 (651-675)
___Vol. 26 (626-650)	___Vol. 25 (601-625)
___Vol. 24 (576-600)	 ___Vol. 23 (551-575)
___Vol. 22 (526-550)	___Vol. 21 (501-525)
___Vol. 20 (451-500)	___Vol. 19 (451-475)
___Vol. 18 (426-450)	___Vol. 17 (401-425)
___Vol. 16 (376-400)	___Vol. 15 (351-375)
___Vol. 14 (326-350)	___Vol. 13 (301-325)
___Vol. 12 (276-300)	___Vol. 11 (251-275)
___Vol. 10 (226-250)	___Vol. 9 (201-225)
___Vol. 8 (176-200)	 ___Vol. 7 (151-175)
___Vol. 6 (126-150)	 ___Vol. 5 (101-125)
___Vol. 4 (76-100)	 ___Vol. 3 (51-75)
___Vol. 2 (26-50)	 ___Vol 1. (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $448 ($4 off each 

vol.; $116 total savings)
Questions and Answers (Morgan) (fc)

___Volumes 1&2 (1942-1944) $20
___Volumes 3&4 (1944-1946) $20
___Volumes 5&6 (1946-1948) $20
___Volumes 7&8 (1948-1950) $20
___Volumes 9&10 (1950-1953) $20
___Complete set $80 ($20 savings)

Reconciliation (Kirk/Bunce) (fc)
___Issues 1942-1943 $10

Things To Come (fc) (Bullinger’s Month-
ly Periodical, 
Bound in Yearly Volumes – $20 each)
___Vol 1 (1894-5)	 ___Vol 2 (1895-6) 
___Vol 3 (1896-7)	 ___Vol 4 (1897-8) 
___Vol 5 (1898-9)	 ___Vol 6 (1899-1900) 
___Vol 7 (1900-1)	 ___Vol 8 (1901-2) 
___Vol 9 (1902-3)	 ___Vol 10 (1903-4) 
___Vol 11 (1905)	 ___Vol 12 (1906)
___Vol 13 (1907)	 ___Vol 14 (1908)
___Vol 15 (1909)	 ___Vol 16 (1910) 
___Vol 17 (1911)	 ___Vol 18 (1912) 
___Vol 19 (1913)	 ___Vol. 20 (1914) 
___Vol. 21 (1915)
___Master Index (Subject & Scripture) $10
___Complete 21 Set plus Index $279 

($150 savings)
•	 Treasures of Truth (Blay/Johnson) (fc)

___Vol. 1, Installments 1-12 (1971-
1974) $20

•	 Universalist’s Miscellany  (Vidler) (fc)
___Vol 1 (fc) $27
___Vol 2 (fc) $27
___Vol 3 (fc) $27
___Vol 4 (fc) $27
___4 Volume Set $100

Reference Works
___An Alphabetical Analysis (10 Vol.) 

(Welch) $180
•	 Appendixes to the Companion Bible

(See listing under Bibles)
___Biblical Study Charts (Welch) $30
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance $25
___The Words of Jesus (Hallett) (fc) $13
___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25

Bibles
•	 Bullinger’s Companion Bible

___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___NT Paperback w/o Appendix (fc) $28

•	 Appendixes to the Companion Bible
___PB $20
___Spiral, $30

Concordant Literal
•	 NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)

___Blue $30
___White $30
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
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Study Shelf is your source for rare and hard-to-
find Bible study materials for the serious-minded, 
hungry-hearted students of Scripture  since 1980.

Dabhar Translation
•	 New Testament (fc)

___PB $30
___HC $45
___Spiral $40

Emphasized Bible (fc)
___PB, enlarged type $20
___SB, enlarged type $27
___HC, NT only enlarged type $30
___HC, OT & NT $50

Emphatic Diaglott
___Acts & Paul’s Epistles (Enlarged 

Type) (fc) $20
Ferrar Fenton (The Holy Bible in Modern 

English (1909) (fc))
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___NT Hardcover $27
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
___NT Large Print Paperback $20
___NT Spiral Boud $30

Parallel Literal
___NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
___NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
___NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50

Twentieth Century New Testament
___Paperback $30
___Spiral Bound $40
___Hardcover $45

Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35

Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts & Leaflets
___Christian Individualism (Sellers) 

Single copy. $2
An Identity Test (Lord)

___Single copy $3
Paul’s Gospel (Newell)

___Single Copy 50¢
___25-pack $8
___50-pack $14
___100-pack $20
___250-pack $32

___Which Is Better? (250 personalized 
tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line.) $8

Line 1:___________________________

________________________________

Line 2:___________________________

________________________________

Line 3:___________________________

________________________________

Subtotal	 __________

Sales Tax (6% PA) 	 __________

S&H  ***	 __________

TOTAL	 __________

*** Free Media Mail (up to 2 weeks 
or more for delivery). 
Priority Mail: 25% ($7.99 minimum 
postage – usually 2-4 days).



Abbreviation Key

Scripture Version

AV: Authorized Version
BSV: Bible Student’s Version
CV: Concordant Literal Version
DAR: Darby Translation
DT: Dabhar Translation
FF: Ferrar Fenton Bible
KJV: King James Version
NET: New English Translation
RE: Rotherham’s Emphasized Bible 
WT: Weymouth Translation
YLT: Young’s Literal Translation

Reference Sources

AA: Analytical Analysis (Welch)
BDB: Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon
CB: Companion Bible Notes & Appendixes 

(Bullinger)
CC: Concordant Commentary (Knoch)
CKC: Concordant Keyword Concordance (Knoch)
CL:  A Critical Lexicon and Concordance 

(Bullinger)
CWS: Complete Word Study Dictionary (Zodhiates)
FoS: Figures of Speech (Bullinger)
SEC: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
TGL: Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon
UR: Unsearchable Riches

VED: Vine’s Expository Dictionary
YAC: Young’s Analytical Concordance

Reference Notations

cf. – compare
e.g. – for example
et al. – and others
etc. – et cetera (and so on)
ff. – and the following
i.e., – that is
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