
is at the very heart of the Jewish problem, the 
apostle never speaks of it in the epistle to the 
Hebrews. This would be difficult to explain or 
to understand if Hebrews stood alone, but if 
Galatians and Hebrews go together, then cir-
cumcision would have been effectively dealt 

with in the cover letter, leaving the way clear in 
Hebrews for the exhortation that it gives to go 

on to perfection.

The first definite indication of the sphere of blessing 
that is in view in the epistle to the Hebrews is found 
in chapter 3:1, where those to whom the apostle 
wrote are called “holy brethren, partakers of the heav-
enly calling.”

This is the first of six occurrences of epouranios2 in 
Hebrews, which we give below:

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heav-
enly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest 
of our profession, Christ Jesus (3:1).

For it is impossible for those who were once en-
lightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, 
and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit … to 
renew them again unto repentance (6:4-6).

Who serve unto the example and shadow of 
heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of 
God when he was about to make the tabernacle: 
for, “See,” saith He, “that thou make all things 

2.	  [Editor:] Strong’s G2032.
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W
e have considered, a little more in 
detail, the characteristics of that 
sphere of blessing which belongs 

to Israel and the earth. We must now turn 
our attention to the next sphere, the one as-
sociated with the heavenly Jerusalem. The 
two epistles that speak of the heavenly Jeru-
salem are Galatians and Hebrews, and we must 
now acquaint ourselves with their teaching.

Dr. J.W. Thirtle, in two articles (from which we quote),1 
presented a good case for his contention that the epistle 
to the Galatians was a cover letter, and that the epistle 
to the Hebrews was an enclosure written, in the first 
case, for the Hebrews in the Churches of Galatia.

What in reality do we find? Just this – two epistles, 
or writings, in close succession, in a professedly 
Pauline section of the New Testament, are merely 
separated or divided off, the one from the other, 
by the words pros Hebraious “to Hebrews.”

Both epistles quote Habakkuk 2:4, “The just shall 
live by faith” (Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38), 
both develop the allegory of Sinai and Zion (Gala-
tians 4:24-31; Hebrews 12:18-24), both deal with 
“perfection” (Galatians 3:3, Hebrews throughout), 
both speak of Jerusalem which is above, and both 
speak of the Mediator.

Another very cogent argument which supports this 
connection is the fact that, although circumcision 
1.	  Contributed to The Christian of April 27th and May 4th, 1916.
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according to the pattern showed to thee in the 
mount” (8:5).

It was therefore necessary that the patterns of 
things in the heavens should be purified with 
these; but the heavenly things themselves with 
better sacrifices than these (9:23).

But now they desire a better country, that is, an 
heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God: for He hath prepared for them 
a city (11:16).

But ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem 
(12:22).

We must now examine these passages, so that our 
conception of what is “heavenly” shall be molded, 
not by our own views, but by what is actually written.

In the first passage, we read that these Hebrews were 
“partakers of the heavenly calling,” but whether or not 
this means that they were going to enjoy their inheri-
tance in the heavenly places “where Christ sitteth” is 
not here stated.

In the first place, however, let us note that there is the 
most positive testimony that the position occupied 
by Christ in Hebrews is identical with that of Ephe-
sians.

In Ephesians, Christ is said to have ascended “far 
above all heavens” (4:10), while in Hebrews He is 
said to have “passed through the heavens” (4:14) and 

“made higher than the heavens” (hupseloteros,3 7:26).

What is never taught in Hebrews, however, is that any 
of the redeemed could entertain the hope of being 
there, “where Christ sitteth.” The teaching is all in the 
other direction. We are reminded, for instance, that 
when the High Priest entered the most holy place (a 
type of Heaven itself) he entered “alone” (9:7). These 
Hebrews had certainly “tasted the heavenly gift,” but 
they did not ascend to Heaven to do so; they tasted 
this heavenly gift while here on Earth.

It is therefore folly to point to the fact that the 
[Greek] word epouranios occurs both in Hebrews 
and in Ephesians, and to deduce from this that there 
is nothing distinctive about the Ephesian sphere.

In Hebrews it is Christ, and Christ “alone,” Who sits 
in the heavenly place. In Ephesians, the essence of 
the Mystery is that an elect company of the redeemed 
sit there with Him. It is this fact that makes this new 
sphere of blessing unique; a fact which an indiscrimi-
nate list of the occurrences of epouranios can neither 
establish nor overthrow.

While Hebrews speaks of a “heavenly calling” and a 
“heavenly gift,” we are not left in doubt as to where 
this calling is to be enjoyed. The sphere of blessing 
connected with the “heavenly calling” is the “heav-
enly Jerusalem” which filled the vision of Abraham, 
and for which those who walked by faith in the Old 
Testament days suffered the loss of all things.

3.	 [Editor:] Both Young’s and Strong’s (G5308) have hupselos, i.e., 
“higher.” 
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Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen … these all died in 
faith, not having received the promises, but having 
seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, 
and embraced them, and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth . . . wherefore 
God … hath prepared for them a city (11:1, 13, 16).

This calling differs from the one that is associated 
with Mount Sinai. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were all 
“before the law” (see Galatians 3:17-18), and the in-
clusion of Abel, Noah and Enoch shows that it is not 
essentially connected with the Abrahamic covenant.

Moreover the inclusion of Rahab, after the law, re-
veals that it is of wider scope than the covenant of 
Sinai, and the presence of such names as Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and Samuel (He-
brews 11:32) shows that after the law of Moses had 
been given, there were still those who reached out for 
this higher and heavenly sphere.

In contrast with Sinai and its terrors, we have Zion 
with its blessings.

Ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city 
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
an innumerable company of angels, to the gen-
eral assembly, and to a church of firstborn ones, 
which are written in heaven, and to God the 
Judge of all, and to the spirits of perfected righ-
teous ones, and to Jesus the Mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that 
speaketh better things than Abel (12:22-24).

The reader will notice a slight departure from the 
A.V. here. The “general assembly” should be linked, 

not with the “church of the firstborn,” but with the 
“innumerable company.” The church of the firstborn 
is made up of “the spirits of perfected righteous ones” 
(:23), or “the spirits of righteous ones having been per-
fected.” This “perfecting” is the key to Hebrews and is 
the basis of its exhortation.

Either those to whom the Apostle wrote would leave 
the things that were connected with the beginning 
and go on unto perfection (6:1), or, failing to endure, 
would draw back unto “loss” and “waste” (10:32-39).

It is clear from Hebrews 11 and 12 that the sphere of 
blessing there in view is that of the city which will at 
the last come down from God out of Heaven. This 
reference takes us to the Book of the Revelation, 
where we discover two things.

First, that those whose blessings are found in the 
New Jerusalem are spoken of as the “Bride,” a com-
pany that differs from the divorced “Wife” who will 
be restored at the end; and secondly, that this com-
pany are “overcomers” who have a “crown” (3:11-12).

We discover, therefore, that the second sphere of bless-
ing is in the nature of a reward. It is the “heavenly” 
phase of the earthly kingdom. Abraham could not have 
forfeited the land of promise, for it was his as an un-
conditional gift; but in addition to this, he received the 
“heavenly,” which was associated with his “perfecting.”

This “perfecting” of his faith is the theme of the Epis-
tle of James, which regards the offering of Isaac as the 
“fulfilling” of the initial act of faith whereby Abraham 
was justified (2:23).

James also has much to say in the first chapter about ►
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patient endurance and its perfecting work in view of 
the crown (1:3-4, 12). The heavenly city is not for righ-
teous ones, simply, but for perfected righteous ones.

If the heavenly country for which Abraham gave up 
so much differs from the land of promise in which he 
lived as a pilgrim, then we must obviously recognize 
this “heavenly calling” as a separate sphere. Moreover 
it is clear that one of the chief characteristics of this 
sphere is that it represents a reward for faithful obe-
dience, as distinct from the land of promise which 
was quite unconditional.

We have not attempted to differentiate between the 
covenant made with Abraham regarding the land, 
and the covenant made at Sinai. As both operate on 
the earth, they are both included in the one sphere.

The distinctive place where and the time when the 
Church of the Mystery shall enjoy its blessings, and 
was chosen in Christ by the Father, are given in Ephe-
sians 1:3-4. We are not now concerned with the true 
translation of the words, “before the foundation of the 
world” (:4), but with the latter clause of :3.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ.

“In heavenly places” is the translation of the Greek 
words en tois epouraniois. Epouranios occurs six 
times in the Epistle to the Hebrews, but there it 
speaks of a “heavenly calling,” a “heavenly gift,” “heav-
enly” realities, and a “heavenly” city.

There can be no comparison between a “heavenly 

gift” that was enjoyed on Earth with “the heavenly 
places” of Ephesians 1:3. The one refers to character, 
the other to a place.

The occurrences of epouranios in Ephesians must be 
segregated, for they form a group by themselves. The 
phrase en tois epouraniois occurs only in Ephesians 
and nowhere else.

The second occurrence of the phrase is found in 
Ephesians 1:20-21, where we learn that this sphere is 
“where Christ sitteth” at the right hand of God. Noth-
ing is more certain than that there can be no conceiv-
ably higher position in the whole universe than the 
right hand of God. Such is the height of this exalta-
tion of Christ that the passage continues:

Far above all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in 
this world, but also in that which is to come (:21).

Quite apart from the words “far above all,” there can be 
no denial of the fact that there is here indicated a sphere 
without comparison in the whole range of Scripture. To 
conclude the first part of our examination, we turn to 
Ephesians 2:6 where we have a categorical statement 
that there, where Christ sits, is the sphere of blessing for 
every member of the Church which is His Body.

In these three passages (1:3; 1:20-21; 2:6) we have in-
dubitable evidence of a sphere of blessing that differs 
entirely from anything that had hitherto been revealed.

Of no other company of believers is it said that their 
sphere of blessing is “in the super-heavenlies.” The 
special sphere of blessing which belongs alone to 

God’s purpose of the ages concerns all creation. – Theodore Joseph Silva (1909-1974)



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 The establishment will always resist the spirit of truth. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
the Church of the One Body is mentioned five times 
in this epistle, and a study of these occurrences will 
supply us with valuable information.

First of all, we translate the word “super-heavenlies” 
in recognition of the presence of the little particle epi 
with which the word begins. It is not simply ouranos,4 
which is the usual word, but epouranios.

Secondly, the information supplied by the five ref-
erences demands some such translation. Passing, 
therefore, to the second reference, we find, in 1:20-
21, that this sphere of blessing is,

(a) At the Father’s right hand.
(b) Far above all principality and power.

That this tremendous height is the destined sphere 
of the Church of the Mystery, 2:6 declares. There the 
believer is associated with the risen Christ,

… made to sit together in the super-heavenlies 
in Christ Jesus.

Christ the Head and the Church His Body are blessed 
together there.

The next two references (3:10; 6:12), show the super-
heavenlies as the abode of principalities, powers and 
rulers. Be it noted that angels are not mentioned. Angels 

4.	  [Editor:] Strong’s G3772.

are heaven’s messengers. The Church of the One Body 
is blessed even above heaven’s nobility. Dominions and 
thrones are beneath it in its super-heavenly sphere … 
While epouranios is used outside Ephesians, no other 
company of believers is blessed in these exalted regions 
as their sphere. The blessings of the Church of the One 
Body are not only “heavenly,” but up in Heaven.

Having established from the Scriptures, quite inde-
pendently of the occurrences or the meaning of ei-
ther epouranios or huperano,5 the fact that there are 
three distinct companies of believers who are des-
tined to inherit blessings in three distinct spheres, we 
can dismiss the question as to how far this exalted 
sphere is above all others; the answer to the question 
makes no difference to the fact that the Scriptures 
speak of three different spheres. For the sake of clar-
ity we summarize our findings.

The Earthly Sphere

There are blessings that are to be enjoyed on Earth. 
Those who will occupy the central position in this 
sphere are Israel, and this calling is expressed in the 
terms of a “Kingdom.”

Gentile nations, while blessed in this same sphere, will 
be subservient, for to Israel, and Israel alone, is the 
Kingdom. Israel is the firstborn among the nations.

5.	  [Editor:] Strong’s G5231, “far above.”

►
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The Heavenly Sphere

There are other blessings that are to be enjoyed “in the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out 
of Heaven” (Revelation 21:2). These are the blessings of 
Abraham, and the calling is that of “the Bride” (a calling 
that must be kept distinct from that of the restoration of 
Israel, “the Wife”). Gentiles, as well as Israel, go to form 
this company called “the Bride,” where there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, but where both alike are reckoned as 
Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise.

Instead of nations being subservient to this company 
of the redeemed, it is angels who are associated with 
them in a subordinate position. This company in this 
sphere is the church of the Firstborn whose names 
are written in heaven.

The Super-Heavenly Sphere

There are, however, blessings that are neither those 
of Israel as a kingdom, nor of the heavenly calling of 
the Bride, and these are enjoyed in “heavenly plac-
es” where Christ sits, “far above all” principality and 
power and “far above all heavens” (Ephesians 4:10).

They who enjoy these constitute neither a Kingdom 
nor the Bride, but are the Body of Christ and a per-
fect Man. While individuals of Israel who believe to-

day are not precluded, this calling is mainly Gentile, 
for it operates during the period of Israel’s blindness.

This company also has a citizenship, but it is one 
which has nothing to do with either the earth or the 
New Jerusalem; not merely nation or angels are sub-
servient to it, but principalities and powers.

To this company pertains the Firstborn from the 
dead, is its Head, each believer of the company form-
ing a member of the Church which is His Body.

As this highest of all callings is the subject of the Se-
cret that goes back before the overthrow of the world 
(Genesis 1:2), so it goes up beyond the “firmament that 
was called heaven” which spans the ages, and finds its 
sphere in the super-heavens; those heavens of Genesis 
1:1 which remain unmoved by the ebb and flow of 
time, sin, death or dispensational change.6

—	Alphabetical Analysis
(edited & abridged)

Topics:
Major: Spheres, Three; Israel; Mystery; Right Division; King-
dom of Heaven; Galatians; Hebrews; New Jerusalem

6.	  [Editor:] For more studies on these three spheres, see:
–– Three Spheres of Glory, Dr. E.W. Bullinger, Bible Student’s Note-
book 596; 

–– The Three Spheres: Distinguishing Between Them, H.W. Fry, 
Bible Student’s Notebook #613.
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Study Shelf is your 
source for rare and hard-
to-find Bible study materi-
als for the serious-minded, 
hungry-hearted students 
of Scripture  since 1980.

___Examination … Eternal Punishment 
$19

___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___The Fellowship of the Mystery (Side-

bottom) $5
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judg-

ment, & Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) 

$22
___Greek Word Aion-Aionios (Hanson) 

$10
___Growing in the Realization of God 

(McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Cal-

laway) $20
___Hell, or “Free From the Blood of All 

Men” (Welch) $6
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural 

Doctrine of Retribution (Beecher) 
$30

___I Will Have One Doctrine & Disci-
pline (Purdy) $15

___Identity Test (Lord) $2
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) 

$10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth 

(Pontis) $15
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author 

Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohor-

lak) $10
___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus 

(Burgener) $11
___Union, or Christ and His Church 

(Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discov-

ery (Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___What You Don’t See Is What You Get 

(Sorge) $2
___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1

___Without Form and Void (Custance) 
$29

Reference Works
___Appendixes to the Companion Bible 

$20
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

$25
___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25 

Bible Student’s Notebook 
___Master Index (1-600) $6

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest 

volumes first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 24 (576-600)	 ___Vol. 23 (551-575)
___Vol. 22 (526-550)	 ___Vol. 21 (501-525)
___Vol. 20 (451-500)	 ___Vol 19 (451-475)
___Vol 18 (426-450)	 ___Vol 17 (401-425)
___Vol 16 (376-400)	 ___Vol 15 (351-375)
___Vol 14 (326-350)	 ___Vol 13 (301-325)
___Vol 12 (276-300)	 ___Vol 11 (251-275)
___Vol 10 (226-250)	 ___Vol 9 (201-225)
___Vol 8 (176-200)	 ___Vol 7 (151-175)
___Vol 6 (126-150)	 ___Vol 5 (101-125)
___Vol 4 (76-100)	 ___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50)	 ___Vol 1 (1-25)

___“Complete Set” $368 ($4 off each vol.; 
$92 total savings)

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover 

$65	
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60

Parallel Literal

___NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
___NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
___NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts
___Which Is Better? (380 personalized 

tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line) $4

Line 1:__________________________

______________________________

Line 2:__________________________

______________________________

Line 3:__________________________

______________________________

Subtotal	 _________

Sales Tax (6% PA) 	 _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)	_________

TOTAL	 _________


