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O
ne of the greatest differences and one 
that most vitally interests us is this: all 
through the “Old Testament,” and al-

most all of the “New Testament,” the destiny 
of the saved is a place and portion upon the 
regenerated earth.

It will seem strange, to those who have never con-
sidered it, to find that the whole Bible from Genesis 
to Revelation, with the exception of seven short letters, 

k n o w 
nothing 
of heav-
en as a 
place for 
mankind 
in the 
f u t u r e . 
T h e y 
s p e a k , 
i n d e e d , 
of “heav-
e n l y ” 

blessings, for all blessing comes down from heaven, 
even those we now enjoy; but we know that we are 
not in heaven.

The first time that such a thought as blessing in the 
heavenly regions themselves is broached is in the 

Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

What Right Have We to Expect 
to Go to Heaven?

Our Destiny: In Heaven, Not From Heaven
(Ephesians – Philippians – Colossians)
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epistle to the Ephesians. It is sustained in Phi-
lippians and Colossians. Paul’s letters, written 
just before this, contain a strong tendency to-
ward spiritual blessings above the earth, but 
they still present the kingdom of God spoken 
of by the prophets before the eyes of hope.

From the epistle to the Hebrews to the end of 
Revelation, we seek in vain for a heavenly destiny, 

for the kingdom is again in view.

This discovery is in keeping with the declaration in 
Ephesians that the administration which it inaugu-
rates is a secret economy, never made known before, 
which finds fulfillment in the heavens.

What right have we, then, to expect to go to heaven? 
In other words, why do we ignore the great bulk of 
the Word and believe the few short intimations of 
Paul after he was imprisoned?

Some will say that he was the apostle who was sent 
(see Right, page 4587)

Paul’s letters, written just 
before this [Philippians 
and Colossians], contain 
a strong tendency toward 
spiritual blessings above the 
earth, but they still present 
the kingdom of God spoken 
of by the prophets …
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As objectionable as it may seem, sin is being used by God as a pithy means to a glorious end. – André Sneidar
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The Scriptures are the very source of faith which constantly makes adjustment to the human way. – Clyde Pilkington

to the nations. This is true – even the Lord Himself 
did not go to any other nation than Israel – and Paul, 
even when he went about among the alien nations, 
preached the kingdom of God to them. It was only 
after he had come to Rome that he could say, “The 
salvation of God is sent to the nations and they will 
hear it” [Acts 28:28].

It was after 
this, in his 
letter to the 
Ephes ians , 
that he, for 
the first time, 
unveils the 
secret econ-

omy which we now enjoy. In the latter part of the 
second chapter of that epistle he contrasts the place 
they had by means of his previous ministry (in which 
the Jew was first, Romans 1:16), with the present sys-
tem of things in which Israel and the other nations 
are on an equal footing and have the same access into 
God’s presence.

The recognition of this fact will do much towards 
straightening out the doctrinal disagreements of the 
people of God.

Instead of picking at random among conflicting sys-
tems and making one of their own out of these frag-

ments, they 
will see only 
one economy 
or system of 
things to be 
in force at 
present. This 
will not need 
modeling and 
restating in 

the form of a creed, for it is already systematized and 
perfect.

No wonder, soon after this new economy was 
launched, the apostle writes to Timothy exhorting 
him to “rightly divide the Word of Truth.” To import 
and inject the truth of previous systems into the one 

just revealed would cause havoc; and to bring prophe-
cies of the future into it would be equally destructive. 
The warning, so sorely needed, has passed unheeded.

We can offer no greater help to God’s dear children 
than to point out the fact that the truth concerning 
this time is found in Paul’s epistles, particularly the 
last seven, three to assemblies and four to individu-
als. It will simplify their path amazingly and in no 
wise rob them of any of the other Scriptures. On the 
contrary: these, too, will be suffused with new light 
and blessing.

The heavenly destiny of the saints is founded on an-
other, until then, unrevealed secret. Messiah was to 
rule over all of the earth, but His heavenly headship 
comes out for the first time in the first chapter of Ephe-
sians. Until then “going to heaven” would have seemed 
to separate 
His people 
from Him, 
which would 
have been a 
poor heaven, 
indeed. So, 
first of all, 
His heavenly 
headship is 
unfolded, then our place with Him there. In recogni-
tion of His work and worth, as an acknowledgment 
of His spiritual capacity, the spiritual beings of heav-
enly realms are subjected to His sway.

Upon earth the twelve apostles and the royal nation of 
Israel will administer His Kingdom. There, jurisdic-
tion is bounded by the earth. The nations never could 
usurp the place He gave to Israel; but they have an un-
measurably higher place! They are His heavenly court. 
They have the administration of His heavenly realms. 
Thus both earth and heaven will be governed by the 
church’s Head. Thus it will be in the future.

(edited & abridged)

— Unsearchable Riches, vol. 6, pages 86-89

Right (continued from front page)

The recognition of 
this fact will do much 
towards straightening 
out the doctrinal 
disagreements of the 
people of God.

Until [Ephesians] “going 
to heaven” would have 
seemed to separate His 
people from Him, which 
would have been a poor 
heaven

… why do we ignore the 
great bulk of the Word 
and believe the few short 
intimations of Paul after 
he was imprisoned?
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Our political allotment is not on earth. - A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




The Heavenly Allotment
and An Entirely New Humanity in Ephesians

by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

G
od has a heavenly allotment to bestow on 
believers now, even as He has an earthly al-
lotment for Israel in the land in the day of 

her glory. The customs of land tenure in Israel were 
so different from ours that it is quite difficult to find 
equivalent terms in English. As a rule, land was not 
owned by individuals in Palestine. It belonged to the 
crown, held by the community, and allotted each 
year. The lot was cast into the bag and the portion of 
land was assigned to each one as Jehovah disposed 
the lot. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness there-
of, He did not sell ought of it. He allotted portions of 
it to His people for their enjoyment. Just so with our 
“inheritance” in heaven. Our portion there will not 
be ours to own, but to enjoy. So we are compelled, for 
the sake of accuracy, to use the words “joint allottee” 
to show our portion in the heavens.

Nor should we confuse this with a “heavenly” call-
ing or city. All things on earth will yet be “heavenly.” 
The Lord called some while on earth. He calls some 
from heaven after the rejection of His earth message. 
This was the “heavenly calling.” The heavenly city will 
come down out of heaven upon the earth. The king-
dom on the earth will be called “the kingdom of the 
heavens” and will be a “heavenly” kingdom.

Yet the allotment in Ephesians is not merely “heav-
enly,” but in heaven. These distinctions are clearly in-
dicated in the original by the use of the dative case in 
Ephesians when locating blessings, and the genitive 
case elsewhere when characterizing them. We could 
never be joint allottees on earth.

This section of the mystery does not consist in the 
fact that we are allottees. This was well known be-
fore (Romans 8:17). The secret lies in the fact that we 
are joint allottees. We share the allotment on equal 
terms with those of Israel who accept Paul’s message. 
The mystery is usually taken to be “the body”; but the 
truth of the body was no secret (Romans 12:4). The 
joint-body was a secret, yet even this is but one of 
the items which compose the mystery. The allotment 
has no reference to the “body.” Nor has the joint par-
ticipation which follows any distinct reference to the 
“body.” In fact “the body” is not the mystery at all. 
The secret now revealed lies in the fact that it is a 
joint-body. The Spirit has actually invented a word 
to express it, for there is no such thing in nature as a 
body in which all of the members are of equal rank. 
This is unity indeed.

Yet we are principally concerned at this time with 
the third section of this statement of the secret. The 
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“No more death” does not merely mean no more dying, but also no more dead ones … death shall be “swallowed up in victory.” – John H. Paton (1843-1922)




versions point this passage as though Paul is inform-
ing the Ephesians (among whom he had labored for 
years) that he was a minister of the gospel! There 
should be no point after “gospel.” What he insists 
on is that the nations are now joint partakers of, not 
the gospel which Peter and the twelve were preach-
ing but, the gospel which he had preached to them 
before.

They had been partakers before this time (Romans 
15:27), but not joint partakers. At one stroke of the 
apostle’s pen we are relieved of the thought that the 
gospel which he preached – the justification and rec-
onciliation and expectation and glory of which he 
had been the dispenser, which he had received di-
rectly from God, apart from the twelve – was now 
discarded.

By one word he glorifies all of these grand blessings 
by making them ours on equal terms with those of 
the chosen nation who may accept Paul’s message. 
Let this Scripture settle the matter. Paul’s previous 
ministry does not vanish at the revelation of the mys-
tery – it is rather enforced and enhanced by the very 
statement of the mystery itself. The nations were par-
takers of this ministry, now they are joint partakers.

The categorical statement of the mystery is the key to 
the whole epistle to the Ephesians. The body of the 
epistle is taken up with its elaboration. The first half 
develops its doctrinal details; the latter half its practi-
cal purpose.

The joint allotment is fully explained in 1:3-14 and 
6:10-17. The joint body is developed in 1:19b-2:5a 
and 5:21-6:9. The joint participation with the Cir-
cumcision is expanded in 2:5b-2:22 and 4:17-5:20.

It is especially with the last item of the mystery that 
we are concerned, for the conciliation is a part of 
Paul’s previous ministry of which, we are now told, 
we have become joint partakers. The passage which 
especially sets this forth is 2:11, 22. Here we are first 
asked to recall the condition of believers previous 
to the time when they became joint partakers. The 
highest that can be said of them from the standpoint 
of flesh is that they were guests. The promises con-
tained in God’s covenants were not directly for them, 

yet did not forget them. The covenant with Abraham 
made provision for the blessing of all nations; but 
joint participation was entirely out of the question.

But Now

But now – these thrilling words introduce the great 
change which the revelation of the mystery has 
wrought. Their physical status is not changed, but 
physical access to God is denied even Israel by the 
destruction of the temple. The central wall of the bar-
rier – the soreg, which denied the nations all access 
into the sacred courts – this barrier is crumbled to 
dust so that there are no longer two courts, one near 
for the Circumcision, and one far for the Uncircum-
cision. There are no courts at all! Now we both have 
access – not to the court of the priests, not to the holy 
place, not to the holy of holies – but to the Father!

The enmity, or estrangement between Jewish con-
verts and the believers among the nations was based 
on the flesh of Christ. The Jew was related to Him 
by ties of blood, the nations were not. Yet when His 
blood was shed by that near nation, then they laid 
the basis for a bloodless relationship of spirit which 
was presaged by the rending of the veil which hid the 
God of Israel even from her priests. Jew and Gentile 
are now one.

A false coloring is given to this passage by the ren-
dering “ordinances.” There is no reference to ordi-
nances here. The word dogma means a decree. Caesar 
made decrees, not ordinances (Luke 2:1; Acts 17:7). 

(see AllotmeNt, page 4591)
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God’s purposes are at times born in obscurity, but the very gloom from which they emerge heightens their after effect. – Vladimir Gelesnoff (1877-1921)

T
he truth made known through Paul 
was revealed to him, not all at once, 
but in installments. It comprises 

three distinct items:

The Gospel of God (Romans 1:1);

The Mystery of the Gospel (Romans 16:25);

The Dispensation of the Mystery (Ephesians 
3:3, 9).

The Gospel of God was “promised before through 
his prophets in the holy Scriptures” (Romans 
1:2). Its burden is the conferment of the blessing 
of justification on the nations on the basis of 
the Abrahamic promise, through Christ as the 
promised Seed (Romans 4:10; Galatians 3:8). 
When Paul perceived that Jesus is the Son of 
God, the conviction flashed on him in an instant 
that he was the heir of the Abrahamic promise. 
The full significance of this was borne in on him 
after reflection on the Scriptures, and could not 
be adequately realized in the shock of his first 
discovery.

He knew the Scriptures. All he needed was a 
changed viewpoint. The vision of the Just One 
furnished it. The conscientious legalist, once 
enlightened, had only to readjust his ideas around 
Christ as the center.

If the Gospel of God was revealed to Paul through 
the Scriptures, so also was the second revelation, 
the Mystery of the Gospel, or the Secret news 
– the Conciliation (Romans 16:25; Ephesians 
6:19; Colossians 4:3). The apostle develops the 
marvelous grace inherent in God’s racial dealings 
from the failure of Adam (Romans 5:12-21). The 
conciliation was latent in the Scriptures; but, unlike 
the Gospel of God, which was a distinct item of 

promise and prophecy, it was “silenced” or 
“hushed up” (Romans 16:25). The truth was 
there, but its lips were sealed. Being mute, 
it could not speak and draw attention to 
itself; but at the proper time its lips were 
unsealed: the long silence was broken and 

the truth began to speak with the burning 
power of eloquence and the consuming 

passion of love. The work of Adam becomes 
a silhouette – the delineation in outline – of the 
work of Christ.

Wholly different means were used in conveying 
to Paul the third distinctive truth of his message 
– the Dispensation of the Mystery (Ephesians 
3:9). A falling star indicates the occurrence of 
disturbances in the unknown far-off expanse, but 
does not reveal enough to satisfy our intelligence. 
Just so, the few vague and scattered allusions to 
defection in the heavens convey hints of mysterious 
happenings, sufficient to raise questionings and 
excite interest, but not coherent enough to give 
even a general idea of a consistent purpose. So 

The Revelation to Paul
by — Vladimir Gelesnoff (1877-1921)

Christ Triumphant
by — Thomas Allin (1838–
1909)
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We worry too much about something to live on – and too little about something to live for. – Jimmy Townsend




The decree of the apostles was to the effect that the 
believers among the nations need not observe Jewish 
ordinances. So they were very far from being ordi-
nances (Acts 16:4). The two remaining occurrences 
(Ephesians 2:15; Colossians 2:14) refer to these de-
crees. These are the only occurrences. The decrees is-
sued by the council of Jerusalem are repealed.

An Entirely New Humanity

There is now an entirely new humanity in which the 
old-time distinctions and divisions vanish. Adam’s 
descendants are a confusion of factions. Christ heads 
a new humanity in which there is not a vestige of any 
of the old divisions left. His cross, displaying as it 
does the utter worthlessness of the Jewish claim to 

superiority, destroys all ground of enmity and unites 
them both into one. Thus it is that there is reconcilia-
tion between Circumcision and Uncircumcision.

Romans 5 adjusts the estrangement between God 
and the individual. Romans 11 puts the nations un-
der God’s proclamation of peace. Ephesians 2, how-
ever, reconciles Jew and Gentile to one another in 
Christ. They are guests no longer, but fellow citizens 
and members of God’s family circle. They are no lon-
ger shut out of God’s courts, but in spirit are them-
selves His sanctuary.

(edited)

— Unsearchable Riches, vol. 5, pages 71-74

AllotmeNt (continued from page 4589)

Paul is “caught up” to the third heaven and hears 
“unspeakable words” (II Corinthians 12:4). He is 
transported to the dispensation of the fullness of 
the seasons and beholds heaven and earth gathered 
into one in Christ (Ephesians 1:10); he sees heaven 
and earth reconciled, he sees an election out 
of the human family given a place among the 
celestials. The mention of the heavens in the old 
Scriptures made room for such unfolding, but the 
revelation itself was “hid in God.” Christ is head 
in the heavens as well as on earth. This fact makes 
salvation universal, for salvation rests on headship.

He is the “Savior of all men” (I Timothy 4:10) 
because He is “Head of every man” (I Corinthians 
11:3). He is the “Savior” of the Body (Ephesians 
5:23) because He is its “Head” (Ephesians 1:22). 
He “reconciles” the thrones, principalities and 
powers (Colossians 1:20), because He is “Head” 
of every principality and power (Colossians 2:10). 
Well could Paul speak of the “exceeding greatness” 
of the revelations.

(edited & abridged)

— Unsearchable Riches, vol. 9, pages 11-14





1611 was not a high spiritual mark in the history of the church, the Body 
of Christ. Instead of being a grand year of the pinnacle of preservation or 
perfection of God’s Word, it was rather the sad depths of the subtle cor-
rupting of God’s Word by the historic union of governmental and eccle-
siastical politics.
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___The Lord’s Day $10
___The Mystery $10
___Name of Jehovah in the Book of Esther $2
___Names & Order of the Books of the OT $10
___Number in Scripture  $16
___The Prayers of Ephesians $10
___Prophetic Study $10
___The Resurrection of the Body $10
___The Rich Man & Lazarus $10
___Second Advent: In Relation to … Gentile $5
___Second Advent: In Relation to the Jew $10
___Second Advent: Premillennial $5
___Short Papers Vol. 1 $12
___Short Papers Vol. 2 $13 
___Short Papers Vol. 3 $12
___The Spirits in Prison $10
___Things to Come Vol 1 $20
___Things to Come Vol 2 $20
___Things to Come Vol 21 $20
___The Transfiguration $10
___The Two Natures $10
___Vision of Isaiah $10
___Witness of the Stars $17

___Works of E. W. Bullinger Vo. 1 $50
A.P. AdaMS

___Judgment and the Doctrine of Eternal Hell $11
___Purposes of God / The True Nature of 

Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

Stephen hill
___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
___Making the Most of the Bible $10

Other authOrS
___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for 

Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10 
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded  (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Cataclysmic Prophecies of the Jews 

(Burson) $20
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride 

the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation 

(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous 

Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, & 

Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine 

of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior 

(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Uexpected Discovery (Hurnard/

Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

BiBle Student’S nOteBOOK MOnthly 
Mailed Subscriptions:
___6-Month Subscription $26

___1-Year Subscription $52
Bound Volumes 

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes 
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 20 (451-500) ___Vol 19 (451-475)
___Vol 18 (426-450) ___Vol 17 (401-425) 
___Vol 16 (376-400) ___Vol 15 (351-375)
___Vol 14 (326-350) ___Vol 13 (301-325)
___Vol 12 (276-300) ___Vol 11 (251-275)
___Vol 10 (226-250) ___Vol 9 (201-225)
___Vol 8 (176-200) ___Vol 7 (151-175)
___Vol 6 (126-150) ___Vol 5 (101-125)
___Vol 4 (76-100) ___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50) ___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $319 ($4 off each vol.; $80 total 

savings)
Recommended Books from

Other puBliSherS
A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth 

Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

BiBleS
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65 
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal

NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal    _________

Sales Tax (6% PA)  _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________

TOTAL    _________
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