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Paul vs. James

by — F.L. Fallis

ALL Bible students know that there is a conflict
between the teaching of James and Paul in regard
to salvation and justification, as to whether they are
obtained by works and faith, or faith alone.

James says:

Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being
alone (2:17).

For as the body without the spirit is dead, so
faith without works is dead also (2:26).

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man
say he hath faith, and have not works, Can faith
save him? (2:14).

Paul says:

Therefore being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ
(Romans 5:1).

Therefore we conclude that a man is justified
by faith without the deeds of the law (Romans
3:28).

Now to him that worketh is the reward not
reckoned as of grace, but as of debt. But to him
that worketh not, but believeth on Him that
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness (Romans 4:4-5).

For by grace are ye saved through faith; ... Not
of works lest any man should boast (Ephesians
2:8-9).

Not by works of righteousness which we have

done, but according to His mercy He saved us
... (Titus 3:5).

Now if these Scriptures do not flatly contradict each
other, and absolutely refuse to be reconciled or
interpreted as meaning the same thing, then I fail to
understand the use of language.

[ am not seeking to raise a conflict between Paul and
James. The conflict is already there. [ am seeking
the true interpretation of each, for both are divinely
inspired and are written under the Holy Spirit’s
direction. Both are true — let us never doubt that — but
why this great difference in that which is necessary to
salvation?

PAuL AND JAMES
CannoT BE “RECONCILED”

It is a useless waste of time to try to harmonize such
directly opposite phrases as occur above. James says
faith is dead unless you have works with it. Then,
to show how dead it is, he says, “For as the body is
dead without the spirit, just so is faith without works.”
Of what use is a “dead body”? Faith is just as useless.
This admits of no other interpretation. To show the
stability of his position, and how earnestly he held to
his belief that he was right he asks, “If a man says he
has faith, can faith save him?” James would certainly
say “no!”

There are many explanations brought out to explain
or harmonize this passage, such as “If a man just
says he has faith, will that save him?” implying p
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Tradition will not enlighten us, but only serves to confuse.

that the man may be lying, etc. | myself have heard
this explanation offered. What did the eunuch say
unto Philip? “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God.” He just said | have faith. So then this sort
of explanation will not stand the test. James means
something else. James says,

“Ye see then how that by works a man is
justified, and not by faith only” (:24).

According to this statement no man can ever stand
justified before God unless he has some works, for
he says, “A man is justified by works, and not by
faith alone.” Then justification is attained by works
rather than by faith (for James). Notice the emphatic
way he puts these statements. There is no possibility
of harmonizing those with Paul’s faith without works.

I know one great Bible teacher who, in trying to
harmonize these statements with present truth
(salvation by faith alone), says, ‘James is speaking
from man’s standpoint, while Paul is speaking from
God’s standpoint.” This explanation fails to explain
anything; it is his own guess. We prefer to take God’s
own explanation of the whole matter, for in such
a difficulty as this God does not allow any two of
His inspired apostles to flatly contradict each other
without having ample explanation somewhere
revealed in His Word. This could not be, so let us go
back and look for it.

God’s Word is written to reveal Himself and the
purpose which He purposed in Christ (Ephesians
3:11) first to man, then the church, then through
that to all celestial intelligences in the universe (c.f.

Ephesians 3:10-11; 1:10; Revelation 4:11).

Through His Word we learn that God has created
the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1), all for the
purpose of displaying to all created intelligences His
manifold wisdom and purpose in Christ (Ephesians
2:7; 3:10-11). Now consider these two, the earth and
the heavens. God’s manifold purpose concerns all of
these spheres, to establish people and inhabit all for
His eternal glory through Christ Jesus our Lord.

Now the point | wish to make clear from the foregoing
is that God has created these spheres for the final and
eternal destiny of mankind, for in the final analogy
according to His Word, we find man inhabiting each
of these.
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When did God stop loving the world?

It is nowhere revealed that all mankind have their
eternal destiny up in heaven. Neither is it revealed that
earth, even the new earth, is to be the final destiny
of all men. The furthest, most remote occurrence
revealed in the Word of God is brought to us by Paul,
and it is that final ultimate that, “God will [at some
future time] be All in all” (I Corinthians 15:28). Yet
this furnishes no location for the “all.” But all is of
God, and all is through God, and all is unto God
(Romans 11:36).

HEAVENLY AND EARTHLY SPHERES

Now God has an earthly people, with an earthly
inheritance (Israel). This people has an earthly
ministry and a commission fitted to them, so as
to reveal to them their earthly kingdom glories as
promised them in the Scriptures of truth. The Lord
Himself said to one of their rulers, “If I have told you
of earthly things and ve believe not, how shall ye
believe if I tell you of heavenly things?” Heavenly
things are still beyond the understanding of that
people of God. Let us understand that Israel is bound
up with the earth and its coming glories.

It is not given to Israel to understand heavenly
things. Therefore their teachers, leaders and those
commissioned to minister to them could not unfold to
them the heavenly “secret,” the mystery of the church,
the one Body, which was hidden in God, during the
run of all past ages until announced through Paul,
God’s chosen vessel for that purpose.

Then why, I ask, shall we even expect James to agree
with Paul, especially when James is writing “to the
twelve tribes” (James 1:1) who have their inheritance
on earth (Psalms 37:29), while Paul is writing to
a people (all in Christ — Ephesians 1:3) whose
inheritance is up in heaven, and not on earth at all?
How could the same gospel possibly fit both of these
peoples? It seems folly to talk about the standpoint of
James being from that of man, and the standpoint of
Paul being from God.

All Scripture is a revelation from God to man. If
James was inspired to write that “Faith without works
is dead,” then to those to whom he wrote (to the
twelve tribes), faith is dead without works. This is
what God said! Then, too, when Paul (who is also
inspired) says, “A man is justified by faith, without the
deeds of the law [works],” then, to those to whom he
wrote (all who will believe his glad message of grace)

a man is justified by faith, without works. This is what
God says also, and is true.

THE GoOSsPEL OF THE CIRCUMCISION
AND OF THE UNCIRCUMCISION

Let us now consider the two gospels, the two
commissions, as proclaimed by the God-appointed
leaders of each of these peoples. Let us inquire,
“Are they the same gospel only (as some say) given
to two classes of people?” Let us see if, according
to the Scriptures, they are identical. This is the vital
point at issue, for herein lies the conflict between Paul
and James. We know that there is a fundamental
difference between Israel and the Body of Christ
throughout the Word of God, and this difference is
kept inviolate and is maintained unto the end.

When James unhesitatingly says that he is writing to
the “twelve tribes” he is saying nothing to the church
which is the Body of Christ. Now, why not hold this
truth just as the Holy Spirit has placed it, to and for
the people to whom it was written?

How can God ever get a message through to the
Hebrews if the church grabs all, no matter to whom
it is written, for itself? This is just what they are
doing, regardless of their divinely-given commission
to the contrary. Without scriptural authority for our
assertions all are at sea.! My guess is as good as
anyone’s, but we want no guesswork when dealing
with the Word of God. If He has not outlined the way,
then better await further revelation; but if He has,
then follow until death!

We know definitely that there was a commission given
to Paul to proclaim to the Gentiles. We know just as
surely that a commission was given to Peter, James,
and John to proclaim to the Jews, and these were
wrought out and given under Holy Spirit’s power and
direction (Galatians 2:7-9). We know further that we
have no record of the abrogation of either of these two
commissions in the Word of God. Let us not make
the Word of God of none effect by our traditions.

We read in Galatians 2:7 of “the gospel of
the Circumcision” and “the gospel of the p

1. “At sea” is a figure of speech meaning “in a state of
confusion and disorder.” It dates from the days of sail when
accurate navigational aids weren’t available. Any ship that
was out of sight of land was in an uncertain position and in
danger of becoming lost. — Gary Martin, The Phrase Finder,
1996-2009 (- editor)
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Religion is a shame-management system, often with the best of intentions and always with the worst of results. — Wayne Jacobsen

Uncircumcision.” Are they the same gospel? Let the
Word answer.

Paul says,

I went up [to Jerusalem] by revelation and
communicated unto them that gospel which I
preached among the Gentiles ... (Galatians
2:2).

If this was the same gospel Peter, James and John
were preaching, what was the need of explaining it
to the elders at Jerusalem? It was not the same. What
was it that made it necessary for the Lord to reveal to
Paul that he was to go up to Jerusalem?

And certain men which came down from Judea
taught the brethren [Paul’s converts], and said,
“Except ye be circumcised after the manner of
Moses, ye cannot be saved.” When therefore
Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension
and disputation with them they determined that
Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them,
should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles
and elders about this question (Acts 15:1-2).

Now, what was “this question”? It was the same
question as that at the opening of this article, the
same one that causes the conflict between Paul and
James. Is salvation by faith, or by faith and works
combined? This church at Jerusalem knew nothing
of a salvation without works. So saturated with the
keeping of the law of Moses were they that twenty
years after Pentecost, they said to Paul,

Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of
Jews there are that believe, and they are all
zealous of the law (Acts 21:20).

Now anyone should be able to see that the church at
Jerusalem, these elders, Peter, James and John, were
fighting bravely for a gospel of law-works and faith
combined. Nothing else can explain their position
here. Why try to warp the Scriptures out of all
semblance of what they teach, and force upon them
a meaning totally foreign to their intent?

Now while this was going on, Paul was contending
just as manfully for his gospel of faith alone without
works — without any works as an aid to salvation or
justification.

Just here lies the major difficulty, and it is fundamental.
This is why it brought on such a commotion that the
Holy Spirit Himself came and laid His hand upon the
men most concerned in the matter at this conference,
and gave unto each his special commission (Galatians

2:79).

What was it? That Paul should go and minister to
the Gentiles, while Peter, James and John should go
and minister to the Jews. Notice, the Holy Spirit is
careful to say that there are two gospels here, “the
gospel of the Circumcision,” and “the gospel of the
Uncircumcision.” It is not the gospel to each, that
is, to carry the same gospel to each, but there is a
gospel of the Circumcision (which included faith and
works), and there is a gospel ofF the Uncircumcision
(salvation by faith alone). Now Paul was to carry
this latter message to the Gentiles, while the elders
were to proclaim the former to the Jews. Further note
this: never do we find a record where this was ever
changed or canceled, or fused into one gospel.

Note carefully another point: Paul says he went up
to Jerusalem and explained “that gospel” which he
preached among the Gentiles. Did the Holy Spirit at
the conference tell Paul that he must change “that”
gospel of his so it would “fit” into that of the elders?
Did He? Did He tell the elders to change their gospel
to fit in with Paul’s? Did He? There is not even a hint
of it. If such a change was ever to be made, here cer-
tainly is the place for it to appear — but there is none.
This arrangement then is of Divine origin. Let us not,

Make the Word of God of none effect, by our
traditions (Mark 7:13).

SALVATION Is By FAITH,
Nort BY FAaitTH AND WORKS

Therefore, henceforth we know James is proclaiming
the inspired Word of God when he says, “Faith without
works is dead” (to the twelve tribes, to whom he is
writing, James 1:1), because he, and those to whom
he writes, are still standing by their divinely-given
commission (or rather by their original doctrine of
“faith and works”) as coming out into fuller kingdom
truth, as expressed also by Peter in his sermon in Acts

3:19-20.

Now, the epistle of James was, in all probability,
written some twenty years before that conference at
Jerusalem, and this only proves more forcibly that the

2060

BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK ™ — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963

Issue 215



Men never do evil so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from a religious conviction. — Blaise Pascal

gospel of the elders of the church at Jerusalem held
with James exactly when they said that thousands
of Jews “believe but they are all zealous of the law.”
The faith and works expressed in James’s epistle is
echoed in the church at Jerusalem. They are at one in
their teaching. Now this gospel held its “right-of-way”
among them just so long as God’s special favor was
held open towards Israel.

Peter, one of their elders, said unto them:

Repent and be converted ... and God shall
send Jesus Christ, Who was before preached
unto you (Acts 3:19-20).

Yet they would not repent (Acts 4:1-3), so this condition
continued on to Acts 28:28, where God’s special
favor towards this people ceased, and He closed the
door against Israel as such, and they sank down on a
level with the rest of the nations. They were then, and
are still, set aside, as a nation, until the “times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled” (Romans 11: 25).

We know as a fact that Israel, as a nation, is set aside
today. Surely, then, all that pertained to them alone is
as surely in abeyance also. It could not be otherwise.
Paul says, “... because we thus judge, that if One died
for all, then were all dead” (Il Corinthians 5:14). Upon
the same basis we will say, because we thus judge that
if Israel, as such, is held in abeyance in the purpose
of God today, then all that pertained to them - their
king, their earthly kingdom, their kingdom gospel,
their gospel of faith and works, the epistles written
directly to them as such — are all just as surely held in
abeyance together with them. This is why Paul and
James do not agree.

One writer, who is well qualified to know, has this to
say in regard to these epistles to the Dispersion:

In days not far off these epistles will appeal to
Israel when to them the gospel of the kingdom is
once more proclaimed. To the preachers will again
be committed the “powers” of Pentecostal days, to
be exercised once more as exemplified in James

5:14-15.

This we believe to be God’s plan and purpose.
Therefore we also judge that it is not a matter of
“standpoint,” either of James or Paul, but a matter of
“Thus saith the Lord.” It is a matter of to whom God
is speaking.

Many shelve the whole subject by saying, “Well, were
they not Christian Jews to whom James wrote?”
Judge for yourselves. They doubtless believed
that Jesus was the Messiah, but they believed that
works constituted one to be righteous. If they sinned
they offered sacrifices according to Moses, kept up
circumcision, and were zealous of the law. This is the
sort of Christians they were. This, we do not hesitate
to say, is “unfinished business,” when salvation by
grace through faith alone is reigning. We need no
law-works today to make us righteous in the sight of
God. It would but tend to make the perfect work of
Christ inefficient!

If the epistle of James was written in A.D. 45, as
many commentators believe, or the year before the
Jerusalem Council, which was held in about A.D. 45
or 46, then we see that James and the great church
at Jerusalem held the same doctrines, proclaimed
the same gospel, and held to circumcision and the
keeping of the law of Moses to constitute them to be
righteous, or give them salvation:

For except ye be circumcised after the manner
of Moses, ve cannot be saved (Acts 15:1).

THe “SeEcrRer” Was Not “REVEALED”
TO THE CIRCUMCISION

Paul’s letter to the Galatians was written in A.D.
57, or early in 58. In the first part of this epistle the
apostle comes forward with the proof of his Divine
authority, and the Divine source of the gospel which
he received, setting forth the fact that the gospel which
he proclaimed was underived from man (not of the
twelve or any other man), but was a direct revelation
from the Lord Jesus Christ Himself (Galatians 1:11-
12).

For I certify you, brethren, that the gospel
which was preached by me is not after man.
For I neither received it of man, neither was I
taught it, but [I received it] by the revelation of
Jesus Christ.”

What gospel was this? Was it the same as that
proclaimed by the church at Jerusalem? Was it the
same as James had written? Was it the same as Peter
had proclaimed? If so, I ask, “Why was it necessary
for Paul to have to get it by revelation from the Lord?”
The only possible answer is that it was not the same
gospel. Then why try to force the messages of »
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We must learn to live loved.

those who are all zealous of the law, to agree with
Paul’s new revelation which excludes law?

The teaching of the Bible, with the exception of
Paul’s epistles, which relate to the Divine purpose in
the heavens, follow one definite line of thought — the
establishment of the kingdom of God on earth, the
culmination and climax of which is seen in Revelation

11:15.

The kingdom of this world is become the
kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ.

What was the distinctive feature of Paul’s gospel?
There must have been some striking differences or
there never would have arisen the difficulties that we
find in the Word. In the latter part of Acts 20:24 we
have this statement:

... So that I might finish my course with joy, and
the ministry, which I received of the Lord
Jesus, to testify, or preach, the gospel of the
grace of God.

Let us place other Scripture alongside of that:

That the Gentiles should be joint-heirs, and of
the same joint-body, and joint-partakers of His
promise in Christ by the gospel whereof I [not
the twelve] was made a minister, according
to the gift of His grace given unto me by the
effectual working of His power. Unto me, who
am less than the least of all saints, is this grace
given, that I [I alone, not Peter, James nor
John] should preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ; [unsearchable
riches are riches that have never before been
searched out, or revealed. What are they?
Listen:] and to make all men see what is the
dispensation of the mystery which from the
beginning of the ages hath been hid in
God (Eph.3:6-9).

Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and
fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of
Christ in my flesh for His Body’s sake, which is
the church: whereof I [myself alone] am made a
minister, according to the administration of God
which was given to me for you, to fill out the
Word of God: Even the mystery which hath
been hid from the ages and from generations,
but is now made manifest to His saints: To

whom God would make known what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory (Colossians 1:24-27).

Wonderful Word of God! Are the unsearchable
riches in Christ circumcision and law-keeping? Is the
“mystery” that was “hidden in God through all past
ages,” seen in the epistle of James? Do you find it
revealed in the church at Jerusalem? Do Peter, James
or John have a single word to say or write concerning
it? If they do, then it was never “kept secret” (Romans
16:25) until after Paul’s conversion.

The epistles of the elders of the church at Jerusalem
have no place in the dispensation of the mystery.
Why should they? They are definitely written to and
concerning another people altogether, and their
writers admit the same. God’s Word teaches us that
Paul was God’s chosen vessel to unfold the “mystery”
unto the Gentile nations. Why should we struggle,
fight and fume to have all the other writers declare
the same thing, when from the very beginning it was
held separate? What is the use of Paul’s writings if
Peter, James and John wrote the same things to the
same peoples?

What is the use of God having a people who were
chosen from before the foundation of the world, a
people with a heavenly destiny (Ephesians 1:3-4), and
also having a people who have a kingdom prepared
for them from (or since) the foundation of the world
(Matthew 25:34), a people with an earthly destiny, if
the church of today is to absorb everything? James
does not agree with Paul, and there is a reason. It was
never intended that he should.

Let us leave some of God’s writings for those that
shall come after the Body of Christ is caught away.
The Body of Christ will be with Him in glory — praise
His name! — but there will be many millions of people
left on the earth. What Scriptures will they look to in
that dread era? God will write no new book for them
— they will have to find their solace in the one we
now have. The Dispersion Epistles (James through
Revelation) which will then be in effect, will be
revitalized by Holy Spirit power, and will fill up the
Word of God for Israel in deed and in truth.

Unsearchable Riches
Vol. 14, page 91-102
1922
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Sometimes tears are the best words the heart can speak.

A Train T rack

by — Brad Meyers

Picture this scene:

A fair young damsel is tied with rope wrapped around
her body. Only her feet and head protrude from the
bindings. She is lying across a railroad track helpless
and unable to move. In the distance a locomotive
is approaching, smoke billowing from its stack, the
whistle blowing. In a sweet, but terrified voice she calls
out for help aware of her imminent danger.

A man in a dark cape and wearing an evil grin is
hovering over her, wringing his hands in anticipation.
With a villainous voice he says, “For the last time, will
you marry me?!”

An onlooker would think, “How foolish, even if she
does consent, you will never have her heart!”

Now picture this scene:

A young woman is bound in the bondage of sin and
destined for death. Her conscience is at work and
she is fully aware of her bindings. She is hopelessly
trapped and is looking for a friendly face to save her.
She is also fully aware that sooner or later she will die.
Quietly, inside she calls for help.

A street preacher is standing on a box as she passes
by. With a stern look on his face he shouts, “God
loves you!” He continues, “Love the Lord thy God
... or regret it forever!” He then proceeds to demand
repentance and describe the endless torments of hell
that await her if she does not comply.

An onlooker would think, “How foolish, even if she
does repent, He will never have her heart!”

THE GOSPEL?

Yet, this is how the “gospel” is often preached. “God
loves you, but if you reject Christ He will have no
choice, but to send you to hell forever.” Notice how the
preacher’s portrayal of God likens Him to the villain.

Gospel means, “good news.” Is it “good news” that
we can choose to love the Lord under duress? Many
people believe so. Yet, how can it be true love if it is
founded on threats? You might say, “People need to
know the bad news before they can know the good
news.” True, but the bad news is not eternal misery,
and the good news is much better than most believe.

THe Bap NEws

(All references in Young’s Literal Translation unless
otherwise noted)

For the wages of sin is death ... (Romans 6:23).

This is death, not eternal life in misery labeled
“death.” In death the thoughts perish (Psalms 146:4;
Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10).

Death is likened also to sleep (John 11:11-14;
Psalm 13:3; Job 3:11-13; 7:21; Acts 7:60; 13:36; 1
Thessalonians 4:14). In death the body returns to the
ground, (Ecclesiastes 3:20; 12:7; Psalm 104:29) the
soul goes to hades/sheol (Acts 2:27, 31; Job 7:9; Psalm
16:10), which means “unseen” or “imperceptible” and

the spirit returns to God Who gave it (Ecclesiastes
127, Luke 23:46).

A helpful analogy is that of a light bulb. The bulb
gives light and heat (is “alive”) while it is powered
and functioning. When it burns out (dies), the heat
(thought) perishes, the bulb (body) decays, the light
(soul) goes to the unseen and the power (spirit) returns
to its source (0.k., so the power in a bulb doesn’t go
back to the power plant, but it’s still a helpful analogy
until a better one comes along).

The parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus does not
contradict the verses given above. It is a parable
referring to the Pharisees, not an account of awareness
during death. God’s Word contains no contradictions.
When we die our thoughts perish and we are, therefore,
unaware that we are dead.

THE Goop NEws FOR BELIEVERS

... and the gift of God is life age-during in Christ
Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:23).

This gift is for believers only. It is a special time of
life after resurrection for them during the last age. The
Young’s Literal translates the Greek word aionios as
“age-during” because this is its literal meaning. It is
not “everlasting” as the King James Version (KJV) and
its derivatives figuratively translate it.

While believers are alive, non-believers, having been
judged, will be in the lake of fire, which is the second
death. >
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And the death and the hades were cast to the
lake of the fire — this is the second death; and if
any one was not found written in the scroll of the

life, he was cast to the lake of the fire (Revelation
20:14-15).

Note that this is the “second death” (see also Revelation
21:8). We have already covered what death is per the
Scriptures. Also note what happens to death and
hades.

The KJV and its derivatives also say “forever” when
the Greek noun aion is used. The KJV also translates
the same word (and its plural) as, “world,” “end” and
“ages” among other things. This has caused much
confusion and has resulted in all manner of doctrines
and eschatological scenarios. The literal English
rendering is “age” or “eon.”

Even in the plural, the ages have an end.

And all these things as types did happen to
those persons, and they were written for our
admonition, to whom the end of the ages did
come (I Corinthians 10:11; c.f. Hebrews 9:26).

This should readily demonstrate that even in the plural,
aion is not equivalent to our English word, “forever.”

Even this phrase, “ages of the ages,” does not equate to
“forever.” Revelation 22:5 describes servants reigning
“to the ages of the ages.” You may have heard that
this phrase means, “ages tumbling upon ages, which
represents forever.” Yet, in [ Corinthians 15:24 we read
that He will be nullifying all ruling and authority. They
will reign to the ages of the ages, not for ever and ever.

You may be wondering what comes next if the life
referred to in Romans 6:23 is not eternal.

Read on.
Goobp NEws FOR EVERYONE

For all did sin, and are come short of the glory
of God - being declared righteous freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus (Romans 3:23-24).

Romans 3:23 is often quoted on signs and banners
and bumper stickers, but have you ever seen it quoted
with verse 24? Probably not.

Read Romans 3:21-26. You will see that this declaration
is made through Jesus Christ’s faith, that it is for all,
that it is upon all who are believing, and that believers
are declared righteous in this present time to display
His righteousness.

For even as in Adam all die, so also in the Christ

all shall be made alive, and each in his proper
order, a first-fruit Christ, afterwards those who
are the Christ’s, in His presence (I Corinthians
15:22-23).

The same “all” who die in Adam (that’s everyone) will
also be made alive in Christ. You may think you see
a loophole in these verses that not everyone “are the
Christ’s, in His presence,” because not everyone is a
believer in Christ. This is true. The non-believers are not
covered in this verse, but read on to verses 25 and 26.

For it behoveth Him to reign till He may have put
all the enemies under His feet — the last enemy
is done away — death (I Corinthians 15:25-26).

After Christ has put all things in subjection to Himself,
He will deliver His Kingdom to the Father. At that
point death will be no more. When death is done away
(including the lake of fire, which is the second death)
what is left? Life!

Instead of simply stating that non-believers will be
made alive later, Paul actually describes in detail how
it will happen. All other enemies are not done away,
but are put in subjection to Him. We believers were
once His enemies. We are now under His feet. Some
day everyone will be.

So, the believers are made alive first and enjoy a
special time of life that unbelievers will not have. Later,
when death is done way, the non-believers are made
alive as well. This is the meaning of I Timothy 4:10.

For, for this we both labor and are reproached,
because we hope on the living God, Who is
Savior of all men — especially of those believing.

The book of Revelation is at the end of the Bible, but
the end of the Bible is really in I Corinthians 15:28.

And when the all things may be subjected to
Him, then the Son also Himself shall be subject
to Him, Who did subject to Him the all things,
that God may be the All in all.

Go to your Bible and read I Corinthians 15:20-28 in its
context and see for yourself.

That’s how the Bible ends: with God, the “All in all.” To
learn more, sit down with three books:

1) The Bible version you normally use

2) a literal translation such as the Young’s or the
Concordant, and

3) a concordance.

Search for yourself and see if these things be true.
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