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Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-20; Luke 24:45-48; John 20:19-23; Acts 1:4-8

student should be fully aware, have been used 
by the saints over the years.

An excellent example of these principles is 
clearly seen in the sixteenth century writing of 

Miles Coverdale (1488-1569):

It shall greatly help ye to understand Scripture 
if thou mark not only what is spoken or written, 
but of whom, with what words, at what time, 
where, to what intent, with what circumstances, 
considering what goeth before and what 
followeth after.

It is not our desire to use all of these principles 
in this article, for some of the teachings of these 
passages are generally received by believers; but 
there are a number of these Bible study principles 
which seem to have been completely overlooked 
or disregarded.

WHO IS BEING ADDRESSED?

Most people understand clearly who is speaking in 
the “Great Commission,” but it seems only a very 
few know to whom He was speaking. This is of 
utmost importance in properly understanding the 
Scriptures. Read the passages again closely and 

T
he passages of Scripture listed above 
are generally referred to as the “Great 
Commission,” “The Marching Orders of 

the Church,” and “The Saviour’s Last Words.”

If one regards the writing of Paul to be for the 
Body of Christ they are forced into a very strange 
position indeed. Certain portions of the “Great 
Commission” are totally incompatible with Paul’s 
gospel.

This has led many to believe that only parts of 
the “Great Commission” are to be followed today. 
Much of the preaching today from the “Great 
Commission” are centered on a few select words 
such as “Go ye” and “Lo, I am with you always” 
from Matthew, and “Every creature” and “All the 
world” from Mark, etc.

Such messages are usually merely devotional in 
nature and not doctrinal. It has probably been a long 
time since you have heard a detailed exposition of 
them. In fact the truth may be that you have never 
heard a true study of them; for most of the time 
given to their “exposition” is used in explaining 
away parts of them.

We want to look briefly at these passages using the 
standard means of proper Bible interpretation. I am 
sure that most of our readers are well aware that 
the Bible is not given to any private interpretation 
(II Peter 1:20). We cannot jump headlong into a 
passage of Scripture without using some standard 
principles. These principles, of which the average 

Presenting every manevery man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

(see GREAT, page 1871)
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A Reminder Of God’s Steady Work

God is steadily at work carrying out His purposes of grace. 
This is one thing of which we can be assured! I was reminded 
of that recently.

Not long ago we received a call from a lady who has been 
greatly blessed by our book I Choose. She had read it and 
had been passing it around to family members and friends 
who had been touched by it also. She called today to order 3 
copies, and a copy of our book The Salvation of All.

The whole story reminded me how the Lord works. I met this 
sweet lady a number of months ago on an overnight trip that 
my wife and I had made. She was very approachable and 
we shared some sweet things of the Lord with one another. 
When we returned home we mailed her a copy of I Choose.

We never heard anything from her again until today. She 
had not even acknowledged having received the package. 
For all we knew, the book had ended up somewhere on her 
bookcase; but lo and behold, God had been busy using it for 
His purposes all along, and we were only fi nding out about 
it today. 

Suppose she had never called, but just kept passing the sin-
gle copy of the book around, and it had managed to touch a 
few folks helping to affect how they viewed the Father and 
their life? If we had never “heard,” would the Father’s work 
have been any less real or effective?

We surely like to “hear” of God’s workings, but I was re-
minded today that there are many “untold” stories of God’s 
steady work through us, His channels. We must all learn to 
ultimately rest in this immutable truth,

So shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My mouth: 
it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it (Isaiah 55:11).

Those of us who have a glimpse into our Father’s loving na-
ture and ultimate goal, more than others, should live in the 
assurance of this verse, even when we are not “encouraged” 
by “seeing” the results. This morning, I was rightfully touched 
by the phone call – it meant a lot to us – but it is as if I could 
feel the Father smiling at me saying, “Did you really need that 
as proof that I am always working?”

It was indeed evidence that God is moving and working; but 
it is even more a reminder that He is doing so in many MORE 
ways than we will ever truly perceive here in this stage of life, 
and it is His work to encourage us from time to time by al-
lowing us to “see” just a small glimpse into His great, eternal 
work. 

We are all on a journey, the Great Adventure of Faith!

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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notice who was being addressed.

The eleven disciples went away into Galilee 
… And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying … “Go ye therefore …” (Matthew 
28:16-19).

Afterward He appeared unto the eleven 
… And He said unto them, “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature” (Mark 16:14-15).

“And ye are witnesses of these things” (Luke 
24:48).

The disciples were assembled … Then said 
Jesus to them again, “Peace be unto you: as 
my Father hath sent Me, even so send I you” 
(John 20:19-21).

He through the Holy Ghost had given 
commandments unto the apostles whom He 
had chosen … He said unto them … “But ye 
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses 
unto Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth” (Acts 1:2, 7-8).

In every passage Israel’s Apostles are the only ones 
present. Now by what strange rule of Bible study do 
we interpret these passages to be “commissions” to 
anyone but to whom it says?

This then is indisputably not OUR “Great 
Commission,” but rather the commission of Israel’s 
Apostles. It might also be noted that this is NOT our 
Lord’s last command, for He spoke from heaven 
through Paul giving us a “Grace Commission” (c.f. 
II Corinthians 5:14-21).

WHAT IS BEING SAID?

As we have mentioned earlier the “Great 
Commission” is usually dealt with devotionally and 
not doctrinally; therefore its contents are obscure 
to the average church-goer. The size of this work 
will not allow us a full study of each passage but 

what follows are a few of the sections for our 
consideration.

Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you … 
(Matthew 28: 20).

In the “Great Commission” Israel’s Apostles were 
to teach their converts all of the commandments 
that Christ gave while He was here on earth so that 
they might observe them. Honest brothers, even 
while deceived into believing that this commission 
is theirs, usually do not teach new believers to 
observe all of Christ’s commands.

Note the following example:

Christ commanded a total disregard for the 
physical and material things even to the point of 
bare subsistence.

“Take no thought for your life, what ye shall 
eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put 
on … and seek not ye what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful 
mind … sell that ye have, and give alms 
…” (Luke 12:22-33).

“So likewise, whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be 
My disciple” (Luke 14:33 – Also see Matthew 
6:19-34; 10:8-11; 19:21).

Jesus taught His Jewish followers to sell all that they 
had – forsaking all – and to take no thought for 
their physical sustenance. This is exactly what the 
Twelve Apostles did. They forsook all and followed 
the Lord.

Then answered Peter and said unto Him, 
“Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed 
Thee; what shall we have therefore?” And 
Jesus said unto them, “Verily I say unto 
you, that ye which have followed Me, in the 
regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in 
the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon 
Twelve Thrones, judging the Twelve Tribes 
of Israel. And everyone that hath forsaken 
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or ►

GREAT (continued from page 1869)

Faith is simply taking God at His Word.
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mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for My 
name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, 
and shall inherit everlasting life (Matthew 
19:27-29).

Obviously the Twelve Apostles took the 
commandments of the Lord to them literally. It is 
also obvious that He intended them to do so.

Under the “Great Commission,” these Apostles were 
to teach “whatsoever” the Lord had commanded 
THEM, and they did just that.

They continued steadfastly in the Apostle’s 
doctrine … and sold their possessions 
and goods (Acts 2:43, 45).

Then Peter said, “Silver and gold have I 
none …” (Acts 3:6).

Neither was there any among them that lacked: 
for as many as were possessors of lands or 
houses sold them … (Acts 4:34).

And … Barnabas … having land, sold it … 
(Acts 4:36-37).

Could anything be clearer? What Jesus commanded, 
the Twelve observed. What Jesus commanded, 
the Twelve taught under the “Great Commission” 
to their converts. What Jesus commanded, the 
converts of the “Great Commission” observed.

Now let’s note the contrast between these things 
that Jesus commanded during His earthly teaching 
ministry, and what He later taught in His heavenly 
ministry through Paul. The Lord does NOT teach US 
to sell all that we have – forsaking all – and to take 
no thought for our physical sustenance.

If any provide not for his own, and specially 
for those of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel (I Timothy 
5:8).

The children ought not to lay up for the 
parents, but the parents for the children (II 
Corinthians 12:14).

Charge them that are rich in this world, that 
they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain 
riches, but in the living God, Who giveth us 
richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, 
that they be rich in good works, ready to 
distribute, willing to communicate; laying up 
in store for themselves a good foundation 
against the time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal life (I Timothy 6:17-19).

One should take special note that in this last 
reference the rich are NOT instructed to sell all that 
they have, but that they have a proper attitude and 
make good use of their riches.

Now, all of this is just one example of what Jesus 
commanded during His earthly teaching ministry to 
Israel (while He “was a minister of the Circumcision” 
– Romans 15:8). These commands were all 
incorporated into the “Great Commission.”

WHICH GOSPEL WAS PREACHED?

Preach the gospel (Mark 16:15).

Which “gospel” were the Israel’s Apostles 
commissioned to preach? There are a number of 
gospels in the Scriptures: “the gospel of the Kingdom 
of Heaven,” “the gospel of the Circumcision,” “the 
gospel of the Uncircumcision,” “the Everlasting 
gospel,” “the gospel of the Grace of God,” etc.

The gospel mentioned in the “Great Commission” 
is denoted simply as “the gospel” showing that it 
had already been defined in “The Gospels” (i.e., in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John).

This “gospel” could not be “the gospel of the Grace 
of God” which was revealed to and committed to 
Paul (i.e., “my gospel” – Romans 2:16; 16:25-26; II 
Timothy 2:8), for it was still hidden at this time.

Upon further study one will note that the “gospel” 
of the “Great Commission” is clearly Israel’s “gospel 
of the Kingdom” (Matthew 4:23; 9:35; Mark 1:14). 
This gospel will again be preached one day by 
Israel (Matthew 24:14).

A successful marriage isn’t finding the right person; it’s being the right person.
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BAPTISMAL SALVATION

He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved: but he that believeth not shall 
be damned (Mark 16:16).

In the gospel of the “Great Commission,” baptism 
was essential for salvation from that “untoward 
generation.” Could this be any clearer?

Israel’s baptismal salvation was also found in John 
the Baptist’s message.

John did baptize in the wilderness, and 
preach the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins (Mark 1:4).

Peter understood well what the “Great Commission” 
said, because water baptism for salvation is exactly 
what he preached on Pentecost.

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost 
(Acts 2:38).

Because of the problems which many preachers 
have trying to make Israel’s “Great Commission” 
ours, they must begin to alter the text. This involves 
changing or explaining away certain words in some 
of the other passages.

MIRACULOUS SIGNS

These signs SHALL follow them that 
believe (Mark 16:17).

Again, the words of the “Great Commission” are 
unmistakable. Signs were to follow the Jewish 
believers. It is not that they could follow them, but 
that they “shall.”

It should here be remembered that this is the same 
word (“shall”) that fundamentalists are so often quick 
to stress in other verses (like in Romans 10:13).

The Bible is explicit in its teaching that miraculous 
signs were for Israel.

The Jews require a sign (I Corinthians 
1:22).

The signs belonged to Israel and their land.

We see not our signs (Psalms 74:9).

… for signs and for wonders in Israel … 
(Isaiah 8:18).

References to signs in the Scriptures are always 
found in a Jewish setting. The first mention of 
miraculous signs should give any student of the 
Scripture a clear message of its relationship to 
Israel (Exodus 4:8).

The “Great Commission” had water baptism as 
a requirement for salvation with miraculous signs 
following. This is exactly what happened in Acts 
chapter 2 and in the early part of the Acts period.

JERUSALEM

Both Luke chapter 24 and Acts chapter 1 make the 
geographical procedure of the “Great Commission” 
known. They were to start at Jerusalem – it was to 
the “Jews first.”

The Jews were first, over the Gentiles, because in 
the Kingdom gospel the Gentiles could only be 
blessed in Israel’s national rise (c.f. Genesis 22:17-
18; Isaiah 2:4; 60:1-3; 62:1-3). Therefore, under the 
“Great Commission” Israel must first accept the 
message.

All is different under the gospel committed to Paul 
for “the dispensation of the grace of God.” In “the 
gospel of the Grace of God” the Gentiles were to 
be blessed, NOT through Israel’s rise, but through 
Israel’s fall (Romans 11:11-13).

How many of us have heard the interpretation 
“where you are is your ‘Jerusalem?’” What type 
of interpretation is that? If this is our “Great 
Commission” and we are to follow it literally, we 
would have to sell all of our possessions and go to 
Jerusalem with “the gospel of the Kingdom” (c.f. 
Acts 3:25-26; 13:46).

►

Love life and the One who gave it to you.
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REMISSION OF SINS

“Whosoever sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them” (John 20:23).

How many messages have you heard on this part 
of the “Great Commission”?

Again this passage is clear; and was in perfect 
harmony with Christ’s earthly teaching ministry. 
For the Lord Jesus told Peter,

“And I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: 
and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:19; 
c.f. Matthew 18:18).

Many a believer and even preacher has been left 
perplexed and confused by failing to follow Paul’s 
instruction that we are to be “rightly dividing the 
Word of Truth” (II Timothy 2:15).

Once again we are dealing plainly with the message 
of Israel’s Kingdom, during which the Twelve would 
have authority in the Messiah’s absence.

WITNESSES OF WHAT?

Ye shall be witnesses unto men (Acts 1:8).

Under the “Great Commission” Israel’s Apostles 
were to be “witnesses’”but “witnesses” of what?

Before we deal with the answer to that question, 
let’s first find out what a witness is.

Noah Webster defines the word witness as,

A person who knows or sees anything; one 
personally present.

So, to be a witness, one must have firsthand 
knowledge concerning the thing which is being 
witnessed. Of what were the Twelve actually 
witnesses? On this the Scripture is abundantly clear.

“Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ 

to suffer, and to rise from the dead the 
third day … and ye are witnesses of these 
things” (Luke 24:46, 48).

“Wherefore of these men … must one be 
ordained to be a witness with us of Hs 
resurrection” (Acts 1:22).

“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof 
we are all witnesses” (Acts 2:32).

“Whom God hath raised from the dead; 
whereof we are witnesses” (Acts 3:15).

“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus 
… and we are His witnesses” (Acts 5:30-
32).

“And we are witnesses of all things which 
He did both in the land of the Jews, and in 
Jerusalem; Whom they slew and hanged on a 
tree, Him God raised up the third day, and 
showed Him openly; not to all the people, but 
to witnesses chosen before of God, even 
to us, who did eat and drink with Him after 
He rose from the dead (Acts 10:39-41).

“And He was seen many days of them which 
came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, 
who are His witnesses unto the people” 
(Acts 13:31).

How clear are all these verses! The “Great 
Commission” was for those who had been actual 
eye-witnesses of the Lord Jesus Christ’s ministry, 
especially of His resurrection.

What if you read in your local newspaper of a 
horrid crime which had been committed in your 
community, but one that you had not personally 
witnessed. Then suppose that you showed up at the 
trial and offered to testify and were subsequently 
placed on the witness stand. While on the stand 
you vividly and accurately describe the details 
of the crime as they had been recorded in the 
newspaper article. During the examination you 
are asked, “Where were you when you saw this 
crime committed?” To which you would respond, 
“Why, I didn’t see the act, but I did read all about 

The Craftsman is Master of His Creations.
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Men who live with any degree of serenity live by some assurance of grace.

it in the paper.” Your proclamation of the details of 
that crime may be true, or not, depending on the 
accuracy of your source; but one thing is for certain: 
your testimony would not be accepted because you 
did not witness the event. Your witness would be 
thrown out as inadmissible evidence.

We never witnessed the death, burial or resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. We heard His Word and believed 
its message (Romans 10:17). Although we cannot 
bear witness to the resurrection, we can PROCLAIM 
it. We are teachers of this wonderful truth and all 
that it means.

We can give witness and testimony to God’s 
wonderful work of salvation in our own lives, but 
we can never fulfill the “Great Commission’s” duty 
of being “witnesses chosen before of God.”

GRACE

One should take particular notice that not once in 
all five of the “Great Commission” passages does 
the word “grace” even appear. This is not to say, 
of course, that God did not have grace during this 
time, for He did – as He always does – for it is an 
attribute of God’s own character and nature. If it 
had not been for grace Noah could not have been 
saved (Genesis 6:8).

Yet we must remember that there is a difference 
between the grace of God as a part of His nature, 
and the dispensation of the Grace of God where the 
administration of all of God’s dealings is conducted 
in full and total grace (Ephesians 3:2; i.e., grace 
being the ruling principle – Romans 5:21). This 

was not true of Noah’s day, for God did not at that 
time show grace to the rest of the world. The world 
perished. Grace was then, for that time, selective 
and limited.

There is not even one reference to “grace” – let 
alone to “the Gospel of the Grace of God” – in 
any part of Israel’s “Great Commission.” The fact 
is that it was still hidden at that time. The free gift 
of God’s grace, as well as the Jews and Gentiles in 
one Body were not to be found anywhere. These 
were all still yet unrevealed truths. None of them 
were known or preached until Paul (I Timothy 1:16; 
Galatians 1:25). Paul received them by revelation 
(Galatians 1, 2).

The plain truth of the matter is that God, in Paul’s 
epistles, has given us a complete and independent 
body of truth for this dispensation in which we now 
live (Romans 2:16), and a “much more” blessed 
commission than that found in “the Gospels” (II 
Corinthians 5:14-21; Ephesians 3:8-9).

Let us recognize that our position today is NOT 
one of being a “witness” under Israel’s “Great 
Commission,” but instead of being “Ambassadors 
for Christ” of the grace of God (II Corinthians 5:20). 
We have the “ministry of reconciliation” given to us (II 
Corinthians 5:18), and the “Word of reconciliation” 
committed to our trust (II Corinthians 5:19).

“Be ye reconciled to God.”

Did You Know?
Did you know that one of the books of the Bible was written 
by a bartender? The book of Nehemiah was written by 
Nehemiah, bartender for the king.

… I was the king’s cupbearer … I took up the wine, and gave it unto the 
king … (Nehemiah 1:11-2:1).
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us believe. The Salvation of All is a book about a “Good News” 
that will reach its final goal in the salvation of all mankind. 
262pp. PB $19.95

Salvator Mundi: Is Christ the Saviour of All Men? (#6219) 
by Samuel Cox (1826-1893). “Salvator Mundi” means “Savior 
of the World.” First published in 1877, the main object of this 
book is to encourage those who “faintly trust the larger hope” 
to commit themselves to it wholly and fearlessly, by showing 
them that they have ample warrant for it in the Scriptures. (New 
Enlarged Type Edition) 176pp. PB $17.95

The Second Advent in Relationship to the Gentile (#4150) by 
E. W. Bullinger. 48 pp. BK $4.95

The Second Advent - Premillennial (#5450) by E. W. Bullinger. 
60 pp. BK $4.95

The Spirit Manifestations and the Gift of Tongues (#3450) by 
Sir Robert Anderson. 36 pp. BK $3.95

The True Basis of Redemption (#1975) by Arthur P. Adams 
(1845-1925). “This is the true basis of Redemption – God our 
Creator, responsible for His own creation, and every attribute 
of His being pledged to its successful completion. Man’s part 
of the work, although necessary and important, is subordinate 
and intermediate – God is able, and He will. The creature 
may rest secure on that basis – the all sufficient ground and 
full assurance of his deliverance and final triumph in the 
redemption of Jesus Christ.” 47pp. BK $4.95

Union: or A Treatise of the Consanguinity and Affinity Between 
Christ and His Church (#2085) James Relly (1722-1778). If 
all had sinned in Adam, then all were saved in Christ – that 
reasoning is this work’s theme. First published in London in 
1759. 110pp. PB $18.95

The Works of E. W. Bullinger, Vol. I (#7150) by E. W. 
Bullinger. 25 titles in one volume: Abraham Believed God; 
Christ’s Prophetic Teaching; The Christian’s Greatest Need; 
The Christian’s Standing, Object and Hope; Crucified with 
Christ; The Divine Names and Titles; God’s Church: Its 
Calling, Hope and Motive; God’s Purpose in Israel ; Importance 
of Accuracy in the Study of Holy Scriptures; The Knowledge 
of God; The Lord’s Day – A Study of Revelation 1:10; The 
Loss and Recovery of Truth; The Mystery – Secret Truth 
Revealed; The Names and Order of the Books of the O.T.; A 
New Creation; The Prayers of Ephesians; Prophetic Study – Its 
Importance and Interpretation; The Resurrection of the Body; 
The Rich Man and Lazarus, or, The Intermediate State; Rightly 
Dividing the Word of Truth; The Second Advent in Relation to 
the Jew; The Spirits in Prison – An Exposition of I Peter 3:17-
4:6; Stablished – Strengthened – Settled; The Transfiguration; 
The Vision of Isaiah – Its Structure and Scope. 663 pp. PB 
$49.95
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