
This rich variety is tied to the Hebrew word 
mamlâkâh (מַמְלָכָה) meaning “dominion” 

(Strong, H4467), and the Greek word basileia 
(βασιλεία) meaning “royalty, that is, rule” 
(Strong, G932); “royal dominion, including 
the power and form of government, with 

the territory and the kingdom” (Bullinger2); 
“denoting sovereignty, royal power, dominion” 

(Vine3).

Consequently, some define basileia appropriately as 
“government”4 or even “sovereignty.”5 “The Kingdom 
of God,” “The Government of God” and “the Sover-
eignty of God” all speak to the same universal domin-
ion of God over His entire creation.

Absolutely, the divine dominion of “the Kingdom of 
God” always has and always will be in place, even 

2.	 A Critical Lexicon and Concordance to the English and Greek New 
Testament, page 433.

3.	 Vine’s Expository Dictionary, page 624.
4.	 The fundamental idea in the word basileia is “government.” Thus, 

that which is called “the Kingdom of God” is actually “the govern-
ment of God.” – Otis Q. Sellers (1901-1992), Seed & Bread #29

5.	 “The word basileia … denotes sovereignty” … “‘The Kingdom of 
God’ is the sovereignty of God” … – E.W. Bullinger, The Compan-
ion Bible (Appendix 112, 114)
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S
ince the disruption of the world, creation 
has desperately needed the manifest re-
establishment of divine order and righ-

teous rule: i.e., The Kingdom of God. This is 
the overall thrust of Scripture.

Our English word “kingdom” comes from 
two separate words, “king” and “dominion” – 
i.e., a king’s dominion. It is the realm or sphere 
dominated by a ruler.1

Most English versions likely use the word “kingdom,” 
since, at the time of early English translations, earth-
ly “sovereigns” were primarily “kings” and thus their 
rule was a “kingdom.” Of course this is also true con-
cerning the place of Israel’s kings in the history and 
future of their government.

Some translations use alternate words for “Kingdom” 
in the phrase “the Kingdom of God.” Here are a few 
examples:

“the Regency of God” (Dabhar);

“the Realm of God” (Moffett);

“the Reign of God” (Young);

“the Sovereigndom of Elohim” (Exegeses).

1.	 Dusty Rhoades, Paul and the Kingdom of God, page 19.

►

An Introduction to
“The Kingdom of God”

and “The Kingdom of Heaven”
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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Nothing can be lost that is first not owned. – Catherine Marshall (1915-1983)

though most are currently unaware of His complete 
sovereignty over all.

Relatively, however, there are prophesied “seasons” 
and “times” in the future in which this dominion will 
be unmistakably manifest to all. This is “the Kingdom 
of God” on full display.6

“The Kingdom of God” is universal over all of His cre-
ation, while “the Kingdom of Heaven” is a subset of 
that kingdom which is limited to the Earth.

We now consider valuable comments from past 
teachers concerning these two aspects of God’s rule:

“The Kingdom of God,” while it will include the earth, 
is not confined to it but is bounded by the universe 
… “The Kingdom of the heavens” has no place outside 
the earth. — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965), Unsearchable 
Riches (Vol. 1; 1909)

  

6.	 One must use diligence in the study of such prophecies, as some 
of them are true for the entirety of God’s Kingdom, while others 
are applicable only to certain segments and aspects of that King-
dom.

“The Kingdom of Heaven” is heavenly as to character 
and source but earthly as to location … — Vladimir 
Gelesnoff (1877-1921), Unsearchable Riches (Vol. 1; 
1910)

  

The phrase “Kingdom of Heaven” … signifies the 
Messianic earthly rule … It is called “the Kingdom of 
Heaven” because it is the rule of Heaven over Earth 
(Matthew 6:10).7 The phrase is derived from Daniel, 
where it is defined (Daniel 2:34-35, 44;8 7:23-27) as 
the Kingdom which “the God of Heaven” will set up 
…

“The Kingdom of God” is universal … while the 
“Kingdom [of Heaven]” is Messianic, mediatorial 
and Davidic, and has for its object the establishment 
of “the Kingdom of God” in the earth … “the Kingdom 
of Heaven” is in the earthly sphere of the universal 
“Kingdom of God.” — C.I. Scofield (1843-1921)9

7.	 “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven.” 
8.	 “And in the days of these kings shall the God of Heaven set up a 

Kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the Kingdom shall 
not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and con-
sume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for the ages” (:44).

9.	 Scofield Reference Bible (p. 996, note 1; p. 1003, note 1). 
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Here is the test to find whether your mission on Earth is finished: if you’re alive, it isn’t. – Richard Bach

  

[“The Kingdom of Heaven”] will be the fulfillment of 
the prayer “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done in 
Earth as it is in Heaven” (Matthew 6:10). It will be 
the realization of the promise of Deuteronomy 11:21, 
“the days of Heaven upon the earth.” …

“The Kingdom of God” … may be as limited in scope 
as the term “the Kingdom of Heaven,” but on the other 
hand it can be as universal as the sovereignty of God. 
… There is nothing extraordinary about this double 
usage, for we exercise the same discretion in daily 
conversation. Writing to one person I might say, “I 
live in London,” but to another I might say, “I live 
in England.” There would be no contradiction; the 
only thing to remember would be that “London,” 
like the “Kingdom of Heaven,” is more limited than 
“England,” which is like the “Kingdom of God.” … 
There are spheres in “the Kingdom of God” which “the 
Kingdom of Heaven” can never embrace. — Charles 
Welch (1880-1967)10

  

 “The Kingdom of Heaven” … is not from or out of 
this world. The sovereignty comes from Heaven 
… “The Kingdom of God” means the sovereignty of 
God over the universe, and includes and embraces 
“the Kingdom of Heaven” and all other realms in the 
whole universe. — Finis Dake (1902-1987)11

  

10.	An Alphabetical Analysis (p. 231-232).
11.	God’s Plan for Man (pp. 558-559).

 “The Kingdom (or Sovereignty) of Heaven” … is from 
Heaven; and under the heavens upon the earth. … 
“The Kingdom (or Sovereignty) of God” … is unlimit-
ed in its scope; … it is universal in its aspect. — E.W. 
Bullinger (1837-1913)12

  

It is important also that we distinguish between “the 
Kingdom of Heaven” and God’s present purpose in 
the Secret Administration.13 A.E. Knoch (1874-1965) 
reminds us that,

The kingdom on the earth will be called “the King-
dom of the heavens” and will be a heavenly king-
dom. But the allotment in Ephesians is not merely 
heavenly but in Heaven. …

Truth becomes error of the most insidious kind 
when applied to an eon or age to which it does not 
belong. To teach that “the Kingdom of the heavens” 
is in force now with all its powers and blessings is 
prolific of the most disastrous effects. It nullifies 
the Word of God. In the next eon it will be blessed 
fact.14

Topics:
Major: The Kingdom of God; The Kingdom of Heaven
Minor: Israel; Right Division

12.	The Companion Bible (Appendix 114).
13.	For a greater look at the Secret Administration see our extensive 

work The Administration of the Secret on the order form under 
“Compilations,” or visit,

http://pilkingtonandsons.com/compilations.htm
14.	 Unsearchable Riches (Vol. 5, 1913; Vol. 12, 1921).
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How does an all-knowing, all-powerful, infinitely-loving, perfectly-just Creator eternally lose one of His creatures? – Clyde  L. Pilkington, Jr.
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The Kingdom of God:
The Theme of Scripture

by — Tom L. Ballinger

A
ny book that makes sense – that trans-
mits an idea – must have a principal 
idea, a vision, a premise, a story-

line, or plot. The theme of the Bible, with-
out question, is “the Kingdom of God.”

The actual term, “the Kingdom of God,” is not 
found in the Old Testament, but that doesn’t 
mean the truth concerning it is absent. The fact 
is that a thousand and one prophetic declarations are 
found in the Old Testament which are later summed-
up in the “New Testament”1 under the designation 
“the Kingdom of God,” or “the Kingdom of Heaven.”

The “New Testament” opens and begins with the an-
nouncement that the Kingdom is “at hand,” indicat-
ing that it has been a previously well-known doctrine. 
Failure to explain its meaning to the Jewish audience 
clearly presupposes that the subject matter contained 
in the expression “the Kingdom of God” needed no 
defining or explaining. So, it can safely be said that, 
in the opening pages of the “New Testament,” it is 
taken for granted that the Kingdom was something 
well-known by the Jewish audience and was already 

1.	 [Editor:] The use of the term “New Testament” as a reference 
to the books of the Greek Scriptures is actually a misnomer. The 
term “new testament” is a reference to a covenant that God 
made with the two houses of Israel. In a “new covenant,” God 
made the “first [covenant] old” (Hebrews 8:13).

the object of their faith and hope.

If another concept were intended by the 
term, some explanation would have been 
necessary at the beginning of the ministries 
of John the Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth in 

order to avoid any misunderstanding. The 
facts are that John and Jesus made the an-

nouncement of the Kingdom on the presump-
tion that their audience knew what the Kingdom was. 
The people reacted by coming to John and Jesus for 
baptism, signifying that they were to be identified as 
being submissive to the new order of things which 
were “at hand.” They would not have done this with-
out understanding what the Kingdom meant.

So, the announcement about “the Kingdom of God” 
was not a new concept. However, the added ingre-
dient, “at hand,” was new. “At hand” simply means 
to draw near, to approach, or soon to come-to-pass. 
John the Baptist and Jesus Christ clearly stated, “Re-
pent for the Kingdom of God is at hand.” The phrase 
means that the Kingdom was the next scheduled 
prophetic event which is to take place. What would 
change the “at hand” status would be if God had a 
hidden purpose which He chose to insert into time.

The Kingdom, when announced, was indeed “at 
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In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines his steps (Proverbs 16:9).




hand.” It was the next prophetic event to take place. 
Yet, God would suspend all prophecy by ushering in 
a secret dispensation – the Mystery – that temporar-
ily suspended the “at hand” position of the Kingdom.

The prophets had already set forth a period of time 
when this Earth and all of the nations upon it would 
be governed by God:

O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for Thou 
shalt judge the people righteously, and govern 
the nations upon Earth. Selah (Psalm 67:4).

“The Kingdom of God” was an ancient body of truth 
set forth under this very descriptive term. God spoke 
about the coming Kingdom of God “by the mouth 
of all His holy prophets since the world began” (Acts 
3:21). All of the prophets foretold and wrote about 
the time when the Heavens would rule over mankind.

We will consider some important points which are of 
paramount importance for understanding the scope 
of “the Kingdom of God.”

•	 It was “the Kingdom of God” that Christ pro-
claimed when He began His public ministry:

Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus 
came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 
Kingdom of God (Mark 1:14).

•	 The proclamation of “The Kingdom of God” was 
the work that God had commissioned Him to do:

And He said unto them, “I must preach the 
Kingdom of God to other cities also: for there-
fore am I sent” (Luke 4:43).

•	 It was “the Kingdom of God” that He proclaimed 
and demonstrated in every city:

And it came to pass afterward, that He went 
throughout every city and village, preaching 
and showing the glad tidings of the Kingdom of 
God: and the Twelve were with Him (Luke 8:1).

•	 It was the message the Twelve were sent to herald:

And He sent them to preach the Kingdom of 
God, and to heal the sick (Luke 9:2).

•	 The Seventy were also sent forth to preach “the 
Kingdom of God”:

After these things the Lord appointed an-
other Seventy also, and sent them two and 
two before His face into every city and place, 
whither He Himself would come … “And heal 
the sick that are therein, and say unto them,” 
‘The Kingdom of God is come nigh unto you’” 
(Luke 10:1, 9).

•	 Christ’s disciples were taught to pray for it to come:

And He said unto them, “When ye pray, say, 
‘Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done, as in Heaven, so in Earth’” (Luke 11:2).

•	 The disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ were en-
couraged to give “the Kingdom of God” first place 
in their lives:

But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and 
His righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you (Matthew 6:33).
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•	 “The Kingdom of God” was the hope and ultimate 
destination of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all of the 
prophets:

… Ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Ja-
cob, and all the prophets, in the Kingdom of 
God … (Luke 13:28).

•	 “The Kingdom of God” was the hope of Joseph of 
Arimathaea, who arranged for the entombment 
of the Lord Jesus Christ:

And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, 
a counselor; and he was a good man, and a 
just: (The same had not consented to the coun-
sel and deed of them;) he was of Arimathaea, 
a city of the Jews: who also himself waited 
for the Kingdom of God (Luke 23:50-51).

•	 “The Kingdom of God” was the subject of the fol-
lowing parables as spoken by the Lord Jesus:

a.	 the sower (Matthew 13:19),
b.	 the tares among the wheat (:24),
c.	 the mustard seed (:31),
d.	 the leaven (:33),
e.	 the hidden treasure (:44),
f.	 the pearl of great price (:45-46),
g.	 the net cast into the sea (:47),
h.	 the laborers in the vineyard (20:1),
i.	 the marriage of the king’s son (22:2),
j.	 the wise and foolish virgins (25:1), and
k.	 the seed growing secretly (Mark 4:26).


Evil will prepare mankind to appreciate the peace which will be brought to Earth by the Prince of Peace. – W.B. Screws (1884-1961)

•	 “The Kingdom of God” was the subject of Jesus 
Christ’s teachings for forty days between His res-
urrection and ascension:

To whom also He showed Himself alive after His 
passion by many infallible proofs, being seen 
of them forty days, and speaking of the things 
pertaining to the Kingdom of God (Acts 1:3).

•	 “The Kingdom of God” was the theme of some of 
His most important dissertations that He made 
while on the Earth:

But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, 
then the Kingdom of God is come unto you 
(Matthew 12:28).

And when He was demanded of the Pharisees, 
when the Kingdom of God should come, he an-
swered them and said, “The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation” (Luke 17:20).

Neither shall they say, “Lo here!” or, “Lo 
there!” for, behold, the Kingdom of God is 
within you2 (Luke 17:21).

Jesus answered and said unto him, “Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, ‘Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see3 the Kingdom of God’” 
(John 3:3).

2.	 “Within you” means that the Kingdom is spiritually perceived, or 
discerned, within the heart or mind.

3.	  “See,” meaning to comprehend.

The First 
Dispensation
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The Creator, by His own divine law, is compelled to take care of the children He has created. – Catherine Marshall (1915-1983)




•	 “The Kingdom of God” was the hope of believers 
under Paul’s Acts ministry:

Confirming the souls of the disciples, and 
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and 
that we must through much tribulation enter 
into the Kingdom of God (Acts 14:22).

•	 “The Kingdom of God” was the subject of Paul’s 
reasoning out of the Scriptures in the synagogue 
in Ephesus:

And he went into the synagogue, and spoke 
boldly for the space of three months, disput-
ing and persuading the things concerning the 
Kingdom of God (Acts 19:8).

•	 Paul’s three years spent in Ephesus is summed up 
as proclaiming “the Kingdom of God:”

And now, behold, I know that ye all, among 
whom I have gone preaching the Kingdom 
of God, shall see my face no more. Where-
fore I take you to record this day, that I am 
pure from the blood of all men. For I have not 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel4 
of God (Acts 20:25-27).

•	 “The Kingdom of God” was Paul’s message 
throughout the day-long meeting with the chief 
Jews of Rome:

And when they had appointed him a day, 
there came many to him into his lodging; to 
whom he expounded and testified the King-
dom of God, persuading them concerning Je-
sus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of 
the prophets, from morning till evening (Acts 
28:23).

•	 It was at the close of that day that Paul made the 
momentous pronouncement officially ending the 
Acts (or Pentecost) Dispensation:

Be it known therefore unto you, that the sal-
vation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and 

4.	 Declaring “all [the whole] counsel of God” is intimately linked to 
the proclamation of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God; having 
done so made it possible for him to be pure from the blood of all 
men.

that they will hear it (Acts 28:28).

Nevertheless, “the Kingdom of God” continued 
to be part of Paul’s message for the two whole 
years that he dwelt in his own hired house after 
Acts 28:28.

And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own 
hired house, and received all that came in 
unto him, preaching the Kingdom of God, 
and teaching those things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no 
man forbidding him (Acts 28:30-31).

(abridged & edited) 
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It’s hard to be angry at someone you pray for. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Hi, you do not know me but I have been listening to your 
messages for years. I have learned so much from you. 
Thank you. – Bangkok, Thailand

I’ve had a lot of … issues over the last 15 years or so, prob-
ably brought on by stress of my Mennonite background 
of “religious” fervor and legalistic tendencies contrast-
ing to my beautiful wife’s more Christ-like views. Lots 
of stress between us over the years and I often thought it 
was her fault … until recently the Lord has shown me a 
better way of viewing life, and the freedom that Univer-
sal Reconciliation has brought me.

Learning that Christ has a called-out group of believers 
outside of the building, so to speak, has also been very 
freeing. We can worship at home or in the mountains or 
in our garden, etc. Tithing, church attendance, baptism, 
membership, “repentance,” accepting the Lord, free will 
saving us, etc. were all deceptions of the Babylonish sys-
tem we were under. – VA

I have been called out. I am an outsider. After reading 
your The Church in Ruins I am inquiring how I could 
obtain a number of them. This encapsulates all that God 
divulged to our beloved Apostle and initiated to Timo-
thy and beyond. – WA

Thank you so much for putting these great Scripture 
truths in front of our eyes in your BSN, Daily Email 
Goodies and your video teachings. You and your minis-
try mean the world to me and I hope I can continue to 

support your efforts in my own small way. – GA

Thank you for providing a phenomenal resource for 
Scripture study materials. Thank you for laboring for 
long hidden truths, from God through the Apostle Paul! 
– IN

I live near Johannesburg, South Africa … We have a very 
small group who meet more or less every second Sunday 
morning at my office. About six months ago I discov-
ered that the traditional views on eternal hell fire for the 
majority of mankind are horribly wrong. … The more 
I looked into the matter the more convinced I became 
that God will ultimately save every human being. What 
a liberating truth to know!

When I introduced this truth to our small group, one 
person objected and decided not to fellowship with us. 
The others were open-minded enough to stay and I’m 
sensing that they do embrace what God has shown me. 
One other person who, independently of us, came to the 
same conclusion, joined us. He attended a few meetings, 
became ill, and died in hospital about a month ago. …

I made contact with one other like-minded person in 
our area who is formerly from Nigeria. He has attended 
a few of our recent meetings and he was actually the one 
who told us about you and your ministry.

Our group has lately, during our meetings, been watch-
ing videos … We love it! One of the most profound mes-
sages I’ve ever heard was the one (actually three in one 
series) you gave about The Greatest Truth I Know. It was 
awesome! … Earlier today, I ordered a number of books 
from the Study Shelf website and I’m looking forward so 
much to get them in hand. Thank you for the wonderful 
work you are doing. – South Africa

bsn

Sadly, there are some who would teach of a god who somehow does 
not know all things, is not all powerful, is not sovereign, and is always 
changing his mind. This may be a god of religion, but it is not the God 
of Scripture. This work goes back to the basics, back to a scriptural 
foundation of the True and Living God.

God 101: Back to Basics
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

70 pp., PB. See order form.

Our

Mailbox

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uL-lWYTiWLE
http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm#2527
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