
may base a statement that the “Pentecostal Dispensa-
tion” has passed away?

It is astonishing how many people are not very open 
to give this matter a really unprejudiced consider-
ation. Accustomed to applying all that is in the Bible to 
themselves, and wishing to appropriate any attractive 
promise, they are apt to misapply, to their own great 
loss, promises which are wholly inconsistent with the 
glorious inheritance of the Body of Christ, made to 
other people under totally different circumstances. 
Hence necessarily there is confusion and perplexity.

In reviewing the subject carefully, let us first recog-
nize the fact that the Old Testament, while written for 
our learning, is wholly Jewish in its teachings, only 
alluding to other nations when Israel was in some way 
interested in them.

The main subject of the Jewish Scripture was concern-
ing the “Seed” of the woman, Who was promised imme-
diately after the sin of Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:15). The 
“Seed” develops, as the Bible story gradually expands, 
into the great Champion, Hero, Redeemer, Deliverer, 
King, Who was to come to deliver mankind from the 
power of Satan, and to restore the Kingdom2 to Is-

2. [Editor:] For more information on the “Kingdom of Heaven” see:
– The Kingdom of Heaven and its Relationship with the Kingdom 

of God, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook 290;
– God’s Holy Nation: Israel and Her Earthly Purpose, by Clyde L. 

Pilkington, Jr., specifically chapter 3 (Israel’s Earthly Destiny), 
chapter 13 (Israel’s Prophetic Program), Appendix 20 (The King-
dom of Heaven and its Relationship to the Kingdom of God), 
Appendix 2: Basic Distinctions Between Prophecy and Mystery 
(see order form);

– God’s Eonian Purpose, by Adlai Loudy, specifically chapter 5 
(The Kingdom of the Scriptures) and chapter 17 (The Millennial 
Kingdom – Israel’s Hope) (see order form);

– The King and the Kingdom in History and Prophecy, William B. 
Hallman (see order form).
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T
he confusion which is so prevalent on the 
subject of Pentecost, and which is the cause 
of much hindrance and perplexity among the 

true members of Christ’s Body (Ephesians 1:22-23), 
is the result of a failure to rightly divide Scripture (II 
Timothy 2:15), and of adhering to tradition without 
sufficient unprejudiced inquiry.

It is not a subject upon which one may form a hasty 
opinion and then carelessly dismiss. It is a vitally im-
portant subject, and it is mere unbelief which will 
deny, without some solid reason, the “Pentecostal” 
teaching of the present day, which certainly has a 
scriptural basis. This basis can be consistently denied 
only on the ground that the dispensation has changed, 
and this must be proved before it can be accepted as a 
matter of faith.

If this present Dispensation is still “Pentecostal,” then 
the signs,1 powers and gifts of that Dispensation un-
doubtedly ought to be apparent to everyone. The 
question is: Have we any solid ground on which we 

1. [Editor:] For more information on sign gifts, see:
– Tongues, Signs and Visions: Not God’s Order for Today, A.E. 

Bishop, Bible Student’s Notebook #416;
– Sign Gifts: For Another People and Another Time, Clyde L. Pilk-

ington, Jr. & André Sneidar, Bible Student’s Notebook #417;
– The Signs of Paul’s Early Ministry, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s 

Notebook #511; 
– Miraculous Demonstrations: Watch Out!, Richard Jordan, Bible 

Student’s Notebook #430;
– Paul and His Early Healing Ministry, A. E. Knoch Bible Student’s 

Notebook #527;
– Israel’s Signs, John LaVier, Bible Student’s Notebook #106;
– To What Do the Signs Point? Richard Jordan, Bible Student’s 

Notebook #156; 
– Spiritual Gifts for Today, A.E. Knoch, Unsearchable Riches, Vol-

ume 108, Issue #3;
– Spiritual Endowments, James Coram, Unsearchable Riches, Vol-

ume 108, Issue #3;
– The Duration of Languages, James Coram, Unsearchable 

Riches, Volume 108, Issue #3.

Pentecost
by — H.W. Fry

►

http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn290.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn416.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn417.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn511.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn511.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn430.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn430.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn527.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn527.pdf


BiBle Student’S noteBook™ – Po Box 265; WindBer, PA 159635746 Issue 666

rael, which they had lost owing to their disobedience to 
God and their entanglements in the snares of Satan. In 
the four Gospels,3 we see that this great Deliverer and 
King actually came and presented Himself to His peo-
ple (Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 21:7-9), then claimed the 
Kingdom which was His by right as Heir to the Throne 
of David (Luke 1:32). However, they rejected and cruci-
fied Him, although God raised Him from the dead.

The Gospels were also essentially Jewish, as they were 
the history of the fulfillment by our Lord of “the Law 
and the Prophets” (Matthew 5:17). The Gospels are in-
tended to describe our Lord’s life on earth where He 
lived as a Jew. They are historical rather than doctrinal 
books, written for the education of the Body of Christ, 
but not about us.

The disciples, and those who believed on our Lord 
while He was on earth, were Jews. They believed in 
Him as “Son of David,” and as such the rightful “King 
of the Jews” (Matthew 2:2; Luke 23:2-3), as well as “Son 
of God” (Matthew 26:63-64). They were the small mi-
nority, the “Remnant,” who accepted and believed in 
Him when He presented Himself as their Messiah 
(John 1:41), while the majority rejected Him. They 
were not, and could not have been, at that time, mem-

3. [Editor:] For more information on the doctrinal positions of the 
Gospels, Acts, Hebrews, Revelation and the Epistles of Peter, 
James, John and Jude, see:
– The Acts Period and the Acts Period Epistles, Tom Ballinger, Bi-

ble Student’s Notebook #604;
– Our Lord’s Earthly Ministry, W.T. Broad, Bible Student’s Note-

book #607;
– The Writings of the Circumcision, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s 

Notebook #599;
– The Jewish Epistles, J.H. Kessler, Bible Student’s Notebook #627;
– The Coming Kingdom, W.T. Broad, Bible Student’s Notebook 

#634;
– The Hebrew Evangel, E.H. Clayton, W.T. Broad, Bible Student’s 

Notebook #635.



We are not to be strong in our own strength but in the power of Christ’s might (Ephesians 6:10). – André Sneidar

bers of Christ’s Body4 (Colossians 1:18) which did not 
exist until later on, thirty years after our Lord’s ascen-
sion, and after His second rejection and the declara-
tion by Paul of the mystery (Ephesians 3:1-11), which 
declaration was the actual foundation of the Church.

The Book of Acts is transitional, being largely Jewish. 
Christ mystical, was reveled through the revelation giv-
en to Paul, and the preaching by him of the “Mystery,”5 
which had been “kept secret since the world began” (Co-
lossians 1:26; Romans 16:25-26). We must therefore re-
member that at the period of the Pentecostal outpour-
ing the Church6 did not exist, and Pentecost had noth-
ing to do with its commencement,7 Paul’s revelation 
not having yet been given. Indeed, at that period, Paul, 
who was specially chosen of God to be the channel for 
“the revelation of the Mystery,” was Saul, the bitter op-
ponent and enemy of Christ and His disciples.

Christ had recently claimed “the Kingdom,” i.e., Da-
vid’s throne, to which He was rightful Heir (Luke 
1:32), and had been rejected and crucified; but on the 
cross8 He had prayed that the nation might be forgiven 

4. [Editor:] See, The Church Which Is His Body and the Bride the 
Lamb’s Wife, John Kessler (see order form).

5. [Editor:] For more information about “the Mystery” and it’s “Se-
cret Administration,” see:
– What Is the Mystery? A.E. Knoch,  Bible Student’s Notebook 

#516;
– The Present Secret Administration, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s 

Notebook #575;
– A New Administration at the Close of Acts, Adlai Loudy: Part 

1, Bible Student’s Notebook #562; Part 2, Bible Student’s Note-
book #563;

– The Pentecost, Readjustment & Secret Administrations, Adlai 
Loudy, Bible Student’s Notebook #497;

– Acts 28: The Dispensational Boundary, Charles H. Welch, Bible 
Student’s Notebook #550;

– The Ranking Revelation of the Prison Epistles, A.E. Knoch, Bible 
Student’s Notebook #524.

6. [Editor:] The Greek word often translated as “church” in most 
English versions is ἐκκλησία (ekklesia, or ecclesia). The word 
is a compound word meaning “called-out” (ek = “out”; kaleō̄ = 
“called”). The ecclesia is God’s “called-out” ones. The ecclesia 
is not a building or denomination; not a meeting, or doctrinal 
creed; it is not somewhere we go, or something we do, it is who 
we as believers are. For more information see:
– The Outsiders, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. (see order form);
– The “Ecclesias” (Churches) of the Scriptures, Adlai Loudy (see 

order form).
7. [Editor:] For more information on Pentecost, see: 

– Did the Body of Christ Begin at Pentecost? Clyde L. Pilkington, 
Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook #1;

– [14 Reasons Why] Pentecost Was Not the Beginning of the Body 
of Christ, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Daily Goodies [book], August 
28 (see order form).

8. [Editor:] I.e., “An upright stake or pale, without any crosspiece.” 
– A.E. Knoch (Concordant Keyword Concordance, page 63). For 
more information, read:

The Unveiling of 
Jesus Christ

by — A.E. Knoch

Study on the Book of Rev-
elation, commonly called The 
Revelation of St. John. Includ-
ing: The Mystery of the Seven 

Stars, The Mystery of God Finished, The Mystery 
of Babylon. 

See order form.605 pp., PB
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God lingers in dispensing grace but hastens in executing judgment. – Adlai Loudy (1893-1984)




(Luke 23:34), because what they had done, they had 
done largely in ignorance. In answer to this prayer, 
another opportunity was to be given to them, as in 
Acts 3:19-20, to rectify their past wickedness; and the 
Spirit was “poured out” in order, not only to qualify 
the disciples to urge this matter upon the attention of 
the nation, but also to open the eyes of the multitudes 
that they might see the truth and receive the message. 
The message they gave was summarized in Acts 5:31.

Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be 
a Prince and a Savior, for to give repentance unto 
Israel and for forgiveness of sins.

It was this “outpouring” which qualified Peter to preach 
his celebrated sermon; and it was the same “outpour-
ing” which pricked so many of his hearers in the heart 
(Acts 2:37); and it was preached to Israel and not to 
the nations. What was the result? A certain number 
received the message, but Israel as a whole, under the 
pressure of their leaders, again rejected the offer from 
God and persecuted, and in many cases slew, His mes-
sengers.

What then happened? The nation, Israel, was now re-
jected by God, and all of His promises of mercy for 
them, including the Pentecostal promises, were placed 
in abeyance. These promises were not broken, not 
cancelled, but postponed. What Scriptural right there-
fore has the Body of Christ to claim any Pentecostal 
outpouring of any kind? It has no such right, but has 
other special promises, even more glorious and beau-
tiful as we shall see; but it must not fall away from its 
higher calling and claim promises in addition, which 
were never addressed to it but were granted to those 
whose calling was much less exalted than that with 

–  The “Cross”: Was Christ Nailed to a “Cross” or a “Stake”?, 
Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. Bible Student’s Notebook #320.

which it is favored.9

Let us now turn to the two first chapters of the Book 
of Acts, and to the prophecy of Joel. We see in Acts 
1:4, that “the promise of the Father” was about to be 
fulfilled. This promise was fulfilled in Acts 2, and 
there Peter expressly states that it was the promise 
contained in Joel which was thus being experienced 
(:16). What then was this promise? To whom was it 
made? Turning to the book of Joel, we note that, in 
opening his prophecy, the prophet addressed himself 
especially to the “inhabitants of the Land.” This meant 
the Hebrews in Palestine. Looking through the re-
maining chapters, we see frequent mention of “Zion,” 
“Israel,” “Judah,” and “Jerusalem,” but nothing whatev-
er which an unprejudiced reader could by any means 
apply to the Body of Christ.

Turning to the special verses which contain the prom-
ise (2:27-32), if we read them carefully we shall see 
that the promise is specially connected with “Israel” 
(:27), “Zion” and “Jerusalem” (:32), and we shall also 
see that it is especially connected with “the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord” (:31).

Therefore, it is abundantly clear that the book of Joel, 
9. [Editor:] For more on the period covered by the Book of Acts, see:

– The Acts Transition and the Pentecostal Dispensation, Sir Rob-
ert Anderson, Bible Student’s Notebook #507;

– The Acts of the Apostles And Paul’s Epistles: Considered Histori-
cally and Dispensationally,  J.J.B. Coles, Bible Student’s Note-
book #613;

– The Earlier and Later Chapters of the Book of Acts, Sir Robert 
Anderson, Bible Student’s Notebook #526;

– Acts 28: The Dispensational Boundary, Charles H. Welch, Bible 
Student’s Notebook #550;

– Before and After Acts 28, Oscar Baker, Bible Student’s Notebook 
#595;

– The Acts Period and the Acts Period Epistles, Tom Ballinger, Bi-
ble Student’s Notebook #604;

– The Dispensation of the Grace of God, and Acts 28:28 – A Dis-
pensational Boundary Line, Otis Q. Sellers (see order form).

►
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— A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

This is an excellent primer for those just learning of God’s glorious plan and 
purpose of the ages. It displays the principal time periods of the Scriptures and 
their relation to one another. Failure to distinguish the various time periods has 
resulted in great confusion as to the ultimate destiny of God’s creation. This work 
covers the 5 ages, 3 heavens and earths, 2 creations, 5 worlds, 12 economies, 4 
monarchs, and 3 days, with chart.

56 pp., PB See order form.
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We must not attribute to the Millennial reign of Christ any more than the Scriptures attribute to it. – F. H. Robison (1885-1932)




as a whole, refers to the time of the restoration of the 
Kingdom of Israel to wealth, power, political impor-
tance and true godliness, which period is preceded by 
“the day of the Lord,” the day when God will first sift 
and chastise His own people and then avenge Himself 
and them on their enemies, which vengeance is further 
alluded to in Revelation 14:18-20 and 19:15-21, and of 
which period the whole book of Revelation is a pro-
phetic record.

All of this having been accomplished, which is neces-
sarily future, then, “afterward,” not before, the Spirit 
is again to be “poured out upon all flesh” (2:28) in a 
way of which we have no conception, and Israel, who 
will be the first to be filled with the Spirit, will be the 
instrument of blessing to all nations! Then will the 
promises of Ezekiel 36 and 37 be fulfilled, and it is 
to this time, when the Jews will be a highly spiritual 
people as well as God’s chosen temporal people, that 
the spiritual promises of the Old Testament and the 
Book of Revelation refer.

Returning now to the Book of Acts we note that the 
subject of the conversations of the disciples with the 
Lord, at the solemn time between the resurrection and 
the ascension, was “the Kingdom” (1:3), and further, the 
disciples summarized everything by putting the straight 
question to the Lord as to whether it was “at this time” 
His intention to “restore the Kingdom to Israel” (:6).

Further, in chapter two, the multitude addressed were 
“Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven,” 
“Parthians, Medes,” etc., but still “Jews,” from all of 
these countries. Further, Peter especially addresses 
himself to the “men of Judaea” (not of Judah only, 
:14), and to the “men of Israel” (:22), and to the “house 
of Israel” (:36); and says it is to “your sons,” to “your 

daughters,” to “you,” that the promise was made, in-
cluding those “of you” scattered “afar off,” and even in-
cluding “proselytes” to Judaism from among the Gen-
tiles of the period alluded to.

All of this is most distinctly also connected with “the 
great and terrible day of the Lord” (:19-20), thus mak-
ing the parallel between this chapter in Acts and the 
prophecy of Joel quite complete, and definitely show-
ing that both refer to Jews only and not to the Body 
of Christ, and to “the day of the Lord” and not to the 
present period.

The above-mentioned verses, therefore, carefully 
studied, together with their dispensational context, 
show conclusively that the Body of Christ is not war-
ranted in appropriating to itself what is so clearly ad-
dressed to others. The fact that those who, in this man-
ner, misinterpret Scripture are frequently amongst the 
truest and most devout of God’s children, and that 
their object is pure, increases one’s regret that this er-
ror should be so much on the increase, for no excel-
lence of motive can compensate for the confusion and 
loss of power involved in the erroneous application of 
such important Scriptures.

The great need of today is, not to plead with God to 
fulfill promises of the pouring out His Spirit, which He 
is unjustly looked upon as withholding, but to plead 
with men to gratefully appropriate to themselves the 
blessings already given, as stated in Ephesians 1:3, and 
wholly at their own present disposal. There is no ex-
isting promise, and there is none needed to this dis-
pensation, that God will pour out His Spirit upon all 
flesh; this promise being superseded by the command 
or injunction to “be filled by the Spirit,” and “with all 
the fullness of God” which is already given as the spe-

280 pp., PB See order form.
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 The redemption purchased by Christ is complete and free. – William B. Hallman (1903-1973)
cial heritage of the ecclesia of this present dispensa-
tion. For this we have, as members of Christ’s Body. 
What more can we possibly desire?

Prayer10 for the gifts of the Holy Spirit is of course right in 
its proper place, but persistent praying by those, for that 
which has already been given, is tantamount to denying 
that the gift has been made. God’s injunction for us to “be 
filled by the Spirit” is not an injunction to pray or ask for 
this deep experience as if it had not been granted, but it 
implies a command to utilize or appropriate that which 
is already at hand purposely to be availed. Our need is, 
not to pray for the Spirit Who already dwells within us, 
but simply not to quench or hinder its operation.

Pentecostal Gifts

A sub-division of this great subject of Pentecost is re-
ceiving special emphasis in these days. The aim is to 
revive the various Pentecostal gifts, especially the gift 
of tongues, which were, during the Pentecostal pe-
riod, signs and evidences of the endowment with the 

10. [Editor:] To assist you in your study of the important subject of 
prayer, see:
– Unanswered Prayer, C.R. Stam, Bible Student’s Notebook #559;
– Prayer: Continue in and Watch with Thanksgiving, Stuart Allen, 

Bible Student’s Notebook #560;
– The Prayers of Ephesians, E.W. Bullinger, Bible Student’s Press 

(see order form);
– Learning to Cry “Daddy!” Stephen Hill, Bible Student’s Note-

book #401;
– A Personal Prayer of Faith, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Stu-

dent’s Notebook #230;
– Prayer, Dan Gross, Bible Student’s Notebook #4;
– Prayer, E.W. Bullinger, Bible Student’s Notebook #375;
– Prayer Gets Results, Ted Fellows, Bible Student’s Notebook #6;
– Praying for God’s Will to Be Done, Rick Longva, Bible Student’s 

Notebook #377;
– The Simplicity of Prayer, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Student’s 

Notebook #163;
– Without Wrath, Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Bible Student’s Notebook 

#440.

Spirit (I Corinthians 12).

It certainly does not seem to be consistent for those 
who hold that Pentecostal conditions still exist, and 
therefore pray for the “pouring out of the Spirit upon 
all flesh,” to oppose the tongues movement, for if Pen-
tecostal conditions still prevail, surely they should be 
carried to their logical conclusion, which must in-
clude all the gifts then bestowed, of which tongues 
was undoubtedly one.

If the Pentecostal bestowments continue to be dispen-
sationally granted, they must be applicable to Chris-
tian experience as a whole, and if they are abrogated, 
it must be as a whole. They either exist completely or 
not at all. In this we must be quite consistent.

The fact, however, that Pentecost does not apply to the 
Body of Christ, necessarily implies that these Pente-
costal gifts do not apply to it; however, we will consid-
er the matter a little further, giving the biblical expla-
nation of the mistakes on which this claim is founded.

We have pointed out elsewhere that, in order to rightly 
divide the Word of God, we must recognize that there 
is a great distinction between the promises of the Old 
Testament, including the Gospels, as compared with 
the revelations of God’s abundant Grace in Christ as 
revealed to and through the Apostle Paul, and con-
tained in His Epistles.

A very clear dispensational distinction exists between 
the revelations contained in Paul’s earlier epistles, viz., 
Romans, Corinthians, Galatians and Thessalonians, 
and his later epistles, viz., Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians, Timothy and Titus.11 To illustrate the 
11.  [Editor:] For a look at Paul’s Perfection Epistles, see:

►
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striking difference between the teaching of the ear-
lier and the later epistles, it has been calculated that 
the word “Jew” is mentioned 25 times in the earlier 
epistles, and only once in the later. Israel is mentioned 
14 times in the earlier and twice in the later, while the 
word “Israelite” is mentioned 3 times, Abraham 19 
times and tongues 22 times in the earlier epistles, and 
none of them is even mentioned in the later.

Moreover, during the earlier period, the apostles, Paul 
included, did much in the way of healing, but dur-
ing the later period Paul had to leave Trophimus at 
Miletum, sick. If Pentecostal powers were still at his 
disposal, why need he have had this infirmity?

These facts are readily explained when we remember 
that the earlier epistles were contemporary with the 
events related in the Book of Acts, while the Jews still 
had the opportunity to repent of their sin in the rejec-
tion and crucifixion of their King, and that of accept-
ing the teaching of the apostles, Paul included, found-
ed on the offer of pardon conveyed to them through 
Peter in Acts 3:19-21. This offer was open to them for 
over thirty years, and it did not come to a conclusion 
until Paul in Acts 28:25-2812 pronounced the final re-

– Paul’s Perfection Epistles, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook 
#310;

– Paul’s Previous Epistles Need Minor Modifications, A.E. Knoch, 
Bible Student’s Notebook #490;

– Present Truth Is Found in Paul’s Latest Epistles, A.E. Knoch,  Bi-
ble Student’s Notebook #515;

– Organically the Same: Constitutionally Different – The Distinc-
tion Between the Pre-Prison and Prison Epistles, Vladimir Gele-
snoff, Bible Student’s Notebook #509;

– The Ranking Revelation of the Prison Epistles, A.E. Knoch, Bible 
Student’s Notebook #524.

12. [Editor:] For more information on Acts 28, see:
– Acts 28: The Dispensational Boundary, Charles H. Welch, Bible 

Student’s Notebook #550;
– Before and After Acts 28, Oscar Baker, Bible Student’s Notebook 

#595;
– The Acts Period and the Acts Period Epistles, Tom Ballinger, Bi-

jection of the nation by God, because they had persis-
tently rejected these gracious offers of pardon.

While this offer was open, and while the Apostles 
were proclaiming it, and urging the nation to act up 
to it, the signs and powers of the Pentecostal endow-
ment, which were given for the purpose of qualify-
ing the preachers for the effectual presentation of the 
message, were continued, and it is quite correct to say 
that at that time, the gift of tongues was a sign that 
men had received the Pentecostal blessing. However, 
when this offer was finally rejected by the Jews, and 
finally abrogated by Paul, in Acts 28:25-28, the Pen-
tecostal period, and the signs and powers connected 
with it, including tongues, came to an end as Paul 
himself forewarned us in I Corinthians 13:8,13 and a 
new dispensation in which we now live commenced.

While the Pentecostal period continued, although the 
Jews nationally rejected the offers of grace and par-
don which were made to them, there were individuals 
who accepted these offers, and they formed the vari-
ous “churches” of Christian Jews, that is, of Jews who 
accepted Christ us their Messiah and King, and to 
whom Paul addressed his early Epistles.

While this period was still current, and while there 
was still a possibility that the nation as a whole might 
have repented, and consequently God’s promise might 
have been at once fulfilled, these Christian Jews, Paul 
and the other apostles amongst them, lived in expec-
tation of the early fulfillment articulated in I Thessa-
lonians 4:13-17, and the signs of Pentecostal blessing 

ble Student’s Notebook #604;
– Acts 28: The Dispensational Crisis, Charles H. Welch Bible Stu-

dent’s Notebook #642;
– The Dispensation of the Grace of God, and Acts 28:28 – A Dis-

pensational Boundary Line, Otis Q. Sellers (see order form).
13. [Editor:] See footnote 1.

See order form.
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Hadēs will not prevail against “the dead in Christ,” even as it prevailed not against Him. – E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)




continued; but, as the years rolled by, and the nation 
more and more hardened their hearts, these hopes 
were gradually and at last finally and completely ex-
tinguished.

Although God was obliged indefinitely to withhold 
the “hope” of I Thessalonians 4:13-17, He graciously 
commissioned Paul to open the vastly more glorious 
calling referred to in Philippians 3:20-2114 and other 
places in Paul’s later Epistles.

They had been living in expectation of being translated 
without dying to the glory revealed in I Thessalonians 
4 and I Corinthians 15:52, and so to be “ever with the 
Lord,” with a home in the Heavenly Jerusalem, and 
a participation in the millennial reign of Christ over 
Israel restored to its proper position as the premier 
ruling nation upon earth. It was a beautiful prospect 
of a reign of and from heaven over the whole Earth, 
Christ Himself being the Grand Emperor, they His of-
ficials and nobles. What could they desire more? Yet 
all had to be postponed owing to the national hard-
ness of Israel’s heart.

God withdrew the calling to a participation in Christ’s 
millennial reign over the renewed earth, and also 

14. [Editor:] For more information on the hope (or expectation) of 
the Body of Christ, see:
– Hope, Charles H. Welch, Part 1 – Bible Student’s Notebook 

#493; Part 2 – Bible Student’s Notebook #494; Part 3 – Bible 
Student’s Notebook #495;

– “The Hope  of Israel” vs. “That Blessed Hope,” Clyde L. Pilking-
ton, Jr.,  Bible Student’s Notebook #485;

– The Timing and Nature of Our Hope, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.,   
Bible Student’s Notebook #510;

– The Hope of Paul’s Prison Epistles, Tom Ballinger, Bible Student’s 
Notebook #582.

withdrew His Pentecostal gifts. However, the grace 
and goodness of God revealed through Paul a new el-
evated hope of participating in Christ’s reign over the 
whole Universe!15

If the prospective millennial reign from the New Jeru-
salem was glorious, what is the glory of the Universal 
reign from “far above all heavens”? (Ephesians 1:21; 
4:10).

It is true that a current hope of the millennial reign, 
as well as the Pentecostal bestowments, have been set 
aside; but we now have the infinitely higher and heav-
enly calling (Philippians 3:14) with all of its incon-
ceivable glories under the present Dispensation. May 
God open our blind eyes, as Paul prays in Ephesians 
1:17-23, that we may see and,

Know what is the hope of His calling, and what 
the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
Saints … far above all principalities and powers 
and might and dominion and every name that is 
named.

For He has now “ascended far above all heavens” 
(Ephesians 4:10) and “hath raised up us together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,” 

15.  [Editor:] For studies on the three spheres, see:
– The Three Spheres of Future Glory, Dr. E.W. Bullinger, Bible Stu-

dent’s Notebook 596; 
– The Three Spheres: Distinguishing Between Them, H.W. Fry, 

Bible Student’s Notebook #613;
– The Three Spheres, Charles H. Welch, Part 1, Bible Student’s 

Notebook #616; Part 2, Bible Student’s Notebook #617;
– The Hope of the Third Sphere: Manifestation in Glory, Charles 

H. Welch, Bible Student’s Notebook #626.

►
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And the High Calling of God in Christ Jesus

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
When did nationalism begin? What is God’s purpose for nationalism? Is the United 
States a Christian nation? Does any government have Favored Nation Status with God 
today? Should believers support Israel? What did Paul have to say about our citizenship? 
What is our role in relation to nations? Is our job to rid the world of evil? What should 
the believer’s attitude be toward earthly authority? Should all obedience to earthly mag-
istrates be absolute? Are believers to pay their taxes? Where does voting and jury duty 
fit in? Why was the apostle Paul executed?

These and many other questions are addressed in this groundbreaking work!
See order form.
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We currently live outside of Israel’s prophetic times. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“for in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily,” (Colossians 2:9) and we “are complete in Him 
which is the head of all principality and power” (:10).

Like Paul, we are forgetting Pentecost and all of those 
things which are behind, however beautiful and at-
tractive they were in their time, and reaching forth 
to those still more glorious things which are before 
us (Philippians 3:13-14, 21). We will not look “back,” 
even to Pentecost, but forward, and “press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” The various gifts and powers of Pentecost are 
lost in that “blessed hope” that will “change the body of 
our humiliation, that it may be fashioned like unto the 
body of His glory.” We are destined to sit with Him in 
heavenly places, far above all heavens, for the special 
purpose, “that in the ages to come” we may experience 
“the exceeding riches of God’s grace in His kindness to-
wards us through Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7).

It is not much to be wondered at if our poor under-
standing is slow to appreciate and appropriate such 
wealth of glory! However, this is what God says and 
what God’s Word teaches, and while it may be be-
yond our poor powers to understand these marvels 
of goodness, it is not beyond the powers of faith to 
believe them.

We would complete these lines by reminding every 
reader that God says through Paul, in one of his lat-
est epistles which are the special charter granted to this 
dispensation, that we are, however unworthy, num-
bered amongst “the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus,” 
we have “all spiritual blessings in Christ” (Ephesians 
1:1-3), and that we “are complete in Him” (Colossians 
2:10). This is either true or false. If true, why should we 
allow ourselves to be misled by teaching which causes 
us to agonize after experiences which belie the above 
quoted solemn assertion? Rather let us quietly and 
consistently follow on, not looking for signs and evi-
dences that we may walk by sight, but, walking by faith, 
that we may “know Him and the power of His resurrec-
tion” (Philippians 3:10) and “the exceeding greatness of 
His power to us ward who believe” (Ephesians 1:19).

— Things to Come, March and April, 1910
(Edited & Abridged)

[Editor:] Fry was an associate of E.W. Bullinger and contributor to 
Things to Come magazine. See Fry’s other articles that have ap-
peared in the Bible Student’s Notebook:
– The Three Spheres: Distinguishing Between Them, #613;
– God’s Revealed Purpose, #606.

Topics:
Major: Acts, The Book of; Pentecost; Right Division; Israel
Minor: Gifts; Miracles; Signs; Second Coming
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___The Fellowship of the Mystery (Side-

bottom) $5
___God’s Big Secret (Post) (fc) $7
___God’s Rules for Scriptural 

Interpretation (Peart) (fc) $18
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $22
___The Great Revelation (Paton) (fc) $10
___Growing in the Realization of God 

(McMahon) $5
___How to Study the Bible (Wasson) (fc) 

$10
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline 

(Purdy) $15
___Identity Test (Lord) $2

___ An Introductory Essay to Jeremiah 
White’s The Restoration of All Things 
(Thom) (fc) $12

___Is Hell Eternal? (Pridgeon) (fc) $22
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___The Lord’s Table (Giles) (fc) $12
___ A Manual of Doctrinal Truths (Bynoe) 

(fc) $7
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Origin & History of Doctrine of 

Endless Punishment (Thayer) (fc) $21
___Paul: The Man & His Gospel (Hutton) 

(fc) $11
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pon-

tis) $15
___ The Restoration of All Things (White) 

(fc) $20
___Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Com-

bo) $20
___The Sabbath in Scripture (Butler) (fc) $4
___ Salvation & Judgment in Matthew 

(Hough) $2
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Simple Story of the Universe (Bentley) 

(fc) $10
___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Standing and State: Ephesians (Root) $13
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus 

(Burgener) $11
___Studies in Acts (Martin)  (fc) $25
___Thoughts by the Way (Hayter) (fc) $4
___Time and Eternity (Stevenson) (fc) $10
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Rel-

ly) $19
___ Universal Restoration (Winchester) 

(fc) $20
___Universalist’s Book of Reference 

(Guild) (fc) $23
Universalist’s Miscellany  (Vidler) (fc) 
For individual volumes, see listing under 
Periodicals.

___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery 
(Hurnard/Smith) $5

___What is Sectism? Is it a Sin? or a Vir-
tue? (Larsen) (fc) $5

___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___What You Don’t See Is What You Get 

(Sorge) $2
___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29
___The Writings of Alan Burns (fc) $20

Biographies
___Charles H. Welch: An Autobiography 

$20
___E.W. Bullinger Biography $20
___ Hosea Ballou (Safford) (fc) $22

___John Nelson Darby (Turner) (fc) $12
___The Life of Sir Robert Anderson (fc) $20
___The Lighter Side of My Official Life 

(Anderson) (fc) $22
___ Memoir of Thomas Whittemore 

(Adams) (fc) $23
___Presenting the Truth in Love (Knoch) 

(fc) $5
___The Steps I Have Taken (Pilkington) $5

Histories
___ The Ancient History of Universalism 

(Ballou) $22
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural 

Doctrine of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Josephus & the Bible (Pollock) (fc) $5
___Modern History of Universalism – 

1860, Vol. 1 (Whittemore) (fc) $24
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Universalism – First 500 Years 

(Hanson) (fc) $23
Periodicals

Bible Student’s Notebook
___Master Index (1-625) $6

Bound Volumes
(Note: We recommend ordering the 

latest volumes first! – $20 each)
___Vol 26 (626-650) ___Vol 25 (601-625)
___Vol. 24 (576-600) ___Vol. 23 (551-575)
___Vol. 22 (526-550) ___Vol. 21 (501-525)
___Vol. 20 (451-500) ___Vol 19 (451-475)
___Vol 18 (426-450) ___Vol 17 (401-425)
___Vol 16 (376-400) ___Vol 15 (351-375)
___Vol 14 (326-350) ___Vol 13 (301-325)
___Vol 12 (276-300) ___Vol 11 (251-275)
___Vol 10 (226-250) ___Vol 9 (201-225)
___Vol 8 (176-200) ___Vol 7 (151-175)
___Vol 6 (126-150) ___Vol 5 (101-125)
___Vol 4 (76-100) ___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50) ___Vol 1 (1-25)

___“Complete Set” $416 ($4 off each 
vol.; $104 total savings)

Questions and Answers (Morgan) (fc)
___ Volumes 1&2 (1942-1944) $20
___ Volumes 3&4 (1944-1946) $20
___ Volumes 5&6 (1946-1948) $20
___ Volumes 7&8 (1948-1950) $20
___ Volumes 9&10 (1950-1953) $20
___ Complete set $80 ($20 savings)

Reconciliation (Kirk/Bunce) (fc)
___Issues 1942-1943 $10

Things To Come (fc) (Bullinger’s Month-
ly Periodical, 
Bound in Yearly Volumes – $20 each)
___Vol 1 (1894-5) ___Vol 2 (1895-6) 
___Vol 3 (1896-7) ___Vol 4 (1897-8) 
___Vol 5 (1898-9) ___Vol 6 (1899-1900) 
___Vol 7 (1900-1) ___Vol 8 (1901-2) 

(continued on next page)



Name:  __________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________

City________________ State ______  Zip______________ 

Phone (_____) ______  _________________    

E-mail __________________________________________ 

( Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

METHOD OF PAYMENT  Check    Money Order
 Visa   Mastercard    Discover     AmEx
Credit or Debit Card Number:

 ____________   _____________   _____________   ____________   

Expiration ______ / ______   3-Digit Security Code __________             

___Vol 9 (1902-3) ___Vol 10 (1903-4) 
___Vol 11 (1905) ___Vol 12 (1906)
___Vol 13 (1907) ___Vol 14 (1908)
___Vol 15 (1909) ___Vol 16 (1910) 
___Vol 17 (1911) ___Vol 18 (1912) 
___Vol 19 (1913) ___Vol. 20 (1914) 
___Vol. 21 (1915)
___Master Index (Subject & Scripture) $10
___Complete 21 Set plus Index $290 

($149 savings)
___The Transfiguration $10
___The Two Natures $10
___Vision of Isaiah $10
___Witness of the Stars (fc) $20
___Word Studies on the Holy Spirit $13
___Works of E.W. Bullinger Vo. 1 $50
• Treasures of Truth (Blay/Johnson) (fc)

___Vol. 1, Installments 1-12 (1971-
1974) $20

• Universalist’s Miscellany  (Vidler) (fc)
___Vol 1 (fc) $27
___Vol 2 (fc) $27
___Vol 3 (fc) $27
___Vol 4 (fc) $27
___4 Volume Set $100

Reference Works
• Appendixes to the Companion Bible

(See listing under Bibles)
___Biblical Study Charts (Welch) $30
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance $25
___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25

Bibles
• Bullinger’s Companion Bible

___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover 

$65
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
___NT Paperback w/o Appendix (fc) $28

• Appendixes to the Companion Bible
___PB $20
___Spiral, $30

Dabhar Translation
• New Testament (fc)

___PB $30
___HC $45
___Spiral $40

Concordant Literal
• NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)

___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40

Emphatic Diaglott
___Acts & Paul’s Epistles (Enlarged 

Type) (fc) $20
Ferrar Fenton

___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60

Parallel Literal
___NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
___NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
___NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50

Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35

Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts
___Which Is Better? (380 personalized 

tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line) $4

Line 1:___________________________

________________________________

Line 2:___________________________

________________________________

Line 3:___________________________

________________________________
Paul’s Gospel (Newell)

___Single Copy 29¢
___25-pack $4
___50-pack $7
___100-pack $10
___250-pack $20

Subtotal __________

Sales Tax (6% PA)  __________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) __________

TOTAL __________

Study Shelf is your source for rare and hard-to-
find Bible study materials for the serious-minded, 
hungry-hearted students of Scripture  since 1980.
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