
We may arrange the three periods thus, accord-
ing to what remains:

(1) The gifts, faith, expectation, love.
(2) Faith, expectation, love.
(3) Love.

The vital question with us is, “Where are we 
now?” It is best answered by asking, “Where was 

Paul when he wrote?” Was he looking forward to the 
resurrection glory of the saints or to another glori-
ous change in his ministry?

In the original the question is settled for us. In our 
English version it is hidden by translating two differ-
ent words “now.”

For now [arti, at present, not in the past or fu-
ture] we see through a glass darkly (:12).

And now [nun, from now on, not, in the past] 
abideth faith, hope, love (:13).

Faith, Expectation, Love
Remain in the More Excellent Way

Paul was at the crisis between partial and full knowl-
edge, between minority and maturity. To make this 
clear we would urge all to write the words “at pres-
ent” for the “now” of :12, and put “ from” before the 
“now” in :13. At that time they saw darkly. We do 
not. From that time to this “ faith, expectation and 
love remain,” though the gifts have vanished.
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W
ho, in reading of the marvelous 
gifts in the twelfth of first Corin-
thians, has not been struck with 

the last verse of the chapter, “Covet earnestly 
the best gifts”? That is what we would like 
to do, but what do the closing words mean? 
“And yet show I unto you a more excellent 
way.” Can it be that there is something even 
better than the best gifts? If so, what is it and how 
may we enjoy it?

The thirteenth chapter is occupied with the answer 
to this question. This chapter is usually understood 
as an exhortation to love, especially in the exercise of 
the gifts, but it is far more than that. Love is the sum 
and substance of the more excellent way. Love will 
never lapse, but the gifts will go (I Corinthians 13:8).

Three Distinct Periods

There are three distinct periods brought before us in 
this chapter. In the first one are all the gifts besides 
faith, expectation and love. Knowledge and proph-
ecy are “in part” (:9), it is the time of childhood (:11), 
vision is through a glass darkly (:12).

In the second one the gifts “ fail,” “cease” or “vanish” 
(:8), perfection comes and partial knowledge and 
prophecy are “done away” (:9-10), childish things are 
“put away” (:11), knowledge is “ face to face” (:12) and 
only faith, hope, love abide (:13).

The third period is only hinted at. Love never lapses, 
but we know that faith will be lost in sight and ex-
pectation will vanish in the glory.

►

The More Excellent Way
by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
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Everyone we meet bears the image of God.

Strange as it may seem, the principal excellence of 
the path of perfection lies in the lack of the special 
gifts or graces of which Paul has just been speaking! 
The more excellent way knows no gift of prophecy, 
or of languages, or of knowledge. These are to cease 
to function. Only three things are left on the perfect 
path – faith, expectancy and love. These are not spe-
cial graces for a few, but freely enjoyed by all.

Minority Is Past;
Maturity Has Arrived

A striking contrast between the way more excellent 
and that which preceded it is brought before us under 
the figure of a child, growing up into maturity. The 
gifts were for the support and schooling of infancy 
and adolescence, the playthings of immaturity, un-
needed and unheeded by the maturity of manhood.

Again, the less excellent way was only partial in its 
perfection. Knowledge was fragmentary, and needed 
continual additions. The perfect path brings us face to 
face with the full-orbed revelation of God, face to face 
with His primeval purpose and its accomplishment 
and to a full recognition of our own part in His plan.

We all desire to walk in the way more excellent. No one 
cares to linger in the lesser glory, but many of us have 
been taught that this perfect path is not for us now, 
but is reserved for the saints in resurrection. For such 
we have the most marvelous of all messages. The more 
excellent way is our present privilege and portion.

Paul was not speaking of our resurrection state, but 
of the final phase of his ministry, which went from 
glory to glory. He was contrasting one of these glo-
ries with another. He was speaking of his final rev-
elations as unfolded in Ephesians.

How can we be assured of this? The trinity of graces 
that remain are ample proof. Now faith and hope re-
main. They will have no place in the glory. Faith will 
be replaced by sight and expectation by fulfillment. 
Then we will not patiently wait for some future bless-
ing, but rather enjoy the present. Hope will vanish 
for lack of those adverse conditions on which it de-
pends. So with faith; in His presence it disappears in 
perception.

These are the abiding graces for the present. In con-
trast with the lesser gifts, such as prophecy, languag-
es and knowledge, these remain until the glory. Only 
love remains forever. Only love never lapses. It is the 
supreme, the essential, the eternal grace, the way 
most excellent.

“Surely knowledge is not absent now!” Some may 
question whether prophecy is still operative, while 
others defend it and point to revelations outside the 
Word of God. Some claim that the gift of “tongues” 
is still for us. These three go together. If one is pres-
ent, the rest must also be.

Besides, that “knowledge” was not to be absent on the 
way more excellent is most evident from the apostle’s 
development of the thought. The “knowledge” which 
shall be done away is fragmentary, a matter of install-
ments. It was not to be displaced by ignorance but by 
another and fuller knowledge. That “knowledge” was 
a reflected perception, partial, distorted, and gives 
place to unhindered apprehension.

Moreover, is “knowledge” to be abrogated in the 
glory? Is ignorance an ingredient of celestial bliss? 
Surely such a thought is enough to send us back to 
seek some other solution to this assertion.

The matter is most simple. “Languages” are not to be 
discarded either now or in the glory. Undoubtedly 
then we shall speak by means of language, and as-
suredly we do so now. It is not “language” which is in 
question, but the gift of language.

Prophecy is ours, as recorded in the Scriptures, but 
the gift of prophecy has ceased. Knowledge is fuller 
than ever since the Word of God has been complet-
ed, but the gift of knowledge is no more.

No one now gains a knowledge of the truth by super-
natural, divine endowment. We must all patiently 
plod along and carefully scan the Sacred Page even 
though we have the spirit’s illumination. All claims 
to inspiration, whether prophecy or knowledge, will 
be found to be another spirit, and in conflict with the 
written revelation we already have.
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The “Gift of Tongues” Is Said
to “Cease”

Knowledge, as a gift, has ceased. Prophecy, as a gift, 
has been abrogated. But what of “tongues,” or lan-
guages? The conclusion is irresistible that, if the gift 
of knowledge and prophecy have no longer place for 
exercise, then the gift of language has also vanished. 
It was to cease somewhere between the infancy and 
the maturity of the saints as a body, not at the resur-
rection of the individual.

Maturity or “perfection” is not applied to the glory 
but to the present status of all who are in Christ. 
“That which is perfect” has come. Even at the time 
this epistle to the Corinthians was written some were 
“perfect,” and Paul spoke of the hidden wisdom to 
them (I Corinthians 2:6). Some in Philippians at-
tained to this experience. It was the apostle’s mission 
to present every man “perfect” or “mature” in Christ 
Jesus (Colossians 1:28; cf. Ephesians 4:13; Colossians 
4:12).

While all are mature because of the place into which 
the grace of God has put them, few of us know of our 
maturity or enter into the experience which accords 
with it. Like Israel, our hearts turn back into Egypt. 
Like children, we revert to the playthings of youth. 
We are much more fascinated by the gifts than by 
the faith, expectation and love which pave the path 
of perfection. We crave the spectacular and the ex-
citing. We ignore the exhortation “in understanding 
be mature” (A.V., “men,” I Corinthians 14:20). With 
the vivid imagination of childhood, so seriously do 
we take these things that the gifts (rather than their 
absence) are loudly proclaimed as the more excellent 
way!

The Scriptures stand and are true. Our experience 
is fluctuating and deceptive. It is the height of folly 
to interpret the Scriptures by our feelings, and the 
most exalted wisdom to judge our experience by the 
Sacred Oracles. Yet all true spiritual experience is 
in fullest accord with divine revelation and, while it 
cannot support that which needs no prop, adds its 
testimony to the truth. Hence we add a few lines of 
our experience.

While we have examined very few of the professed 
prophecies of later centuries, we have seen enough 
of them to convince us fully that the gift of prophecy 
is obsolete. While practically all seek to supplement 
the Scriptures and to keep in accord with the revela-
tion contained in them, in every case the deviation 
is sufficient to show that the revelation is not from 
God. If it is supernatural or superhuman, as seems to 
be the case in some instances, the spirit that inspired 
it was not the holy spirit of God, but another spirit, 
for such are expressly promised in the latter eras (I 
Timothy 4:1).

Moreover, now that Paul has completed the Word of 
God (Colossians 1:25), there is no necessity for any 
added revelation. The whole orb of divine truth has 
been rounded out. There are no missing segments. 
Every attempt to add to it is an excrescence, not only 
needless, but destructive of the truth.

The gift of knowledge was necessary while the most 
important segment of truth was still unrevealed. It 
needed a special endowment on the part of some 
to know God’s mind on matters concerning which 
there was no written revelation. Now no such equip-
ment is necessary.

I have never known of any one who specifically 
claimed the gift of knowledge. I have observed that 
all who really have knowledge arrive at it by the pa-
tient and painful process of study. Those who imag-
ine themselves especially endowed without previous 
preparation soon manifest the fruits of fanaticism.

Some have charged me with the possession of this 
gift, but I have the sober consciousness that many a 
thought which has come to me, when tested by God’s 
Word written, has proved that I have the gift of igno-
rance. I do not desire to give out a single idea which 
has not been received from and subordinated to the 
Scriptures.

For many years I have lived in close proximity to one 
of the most remarkable “movements” in which the 
“gifts of tongues” is a prominent factor. I have heard 
the “tongues” and have had those who were afflict-
ed with them come to me and tell me the whole of 
their startling experiences. While there may have 

“My” faith isn’t even mine – it is given to me by God. – André Sneidar
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been some deception, most were earnest, devoted 
saints who wanted God’s best for themselves. Most 
of the tongues were “unknown,” and, to a linguist, 
unknowable, for the succession of sounds was such 
as could by no manner of means represent rational 
ideas. Yet some were supposed to be actual living 
languages, and some of these, were put to the test of 
practical use. They failed utterly. Missionaries who 
had the gift of Chinese went to China, but found that 
the gift failed them altogether.

Seldom was it kept in restraint, as the Scriptures di-
rect. There has been a tendency to parade it as the 
highest expression of spiritual attainment, and some 
have even demanded it as a necessary sign of salva-
tion.

The most serious aspect of the matter is its close rela-
tionship with spiritism. Rather than receiving a gift, 
the gift gets its victim. It controls, not only the ut-
terances, but to a large extent the time and occasion 
of its exercise. The symptoms are precisely the same 
as in demon possession. The speaker in tongues be-
comes a medium controlled by a spirit which is not 
of God, though it imitates the spirit of God. To get 
rid of this spirit, once it has a firm hold on its victim, 
is almost impossible. Having been trained to “yield,” 
the will is weak, and the medium is in a deplorable 
condition from which nothing but God’s power and 
grace can rescue him.

The gift of “tongues” has become an avenue for the 
entrance of seducing spirits (I Timothy 4:1) into the 
household of faith. That these spirits mimic the holy 
spirit and teach much truth shows only the subtlety 
of their seduction. Even if the Scriptures had not 
spoken specifically of tongues that “they shall cease,” 
the history of the “tongues movement” is itself suf-
ficient for the spiritual mind to prove that the imita-
tion offered is spurious. It has led to more division 
and dissension than any other movement in the brief 
period it has prevailed.

The Gift of Healing

The question remains, “What of the other gifts men-
tioned in Corinthians, especially healing, which is 
not specifically said to have ceased?” The answer is 

not far to seek. Physical healing is clearly promised 
in many a passage, but it has no place in the more 
excellent way we are considering. Ephesians prom-
ises all spiritual blessings among the celestials (Ephe-
sians 1:3), but there is not a single word as to physical 
health on the earth.

Philippians brings before us three of the most spiri-
tual of God’s slaves in this era of transcendent grace. 
Paul himself had a thorn in the flesh, and could not 
get rid of this physical infirmity, because it was nec-
essary for the perfection of grace. God’s power can be 
perfected only in infirmity (II Corinthians 12:9), and 
Paul, who healed others, learns the deeper lesson of 
abiding under the power of Christ. This was after he 
began to walk the more excellent way.

Timothy, next to Paul, is the greatest of all of the 
apostles for this era of grace. He, too, treads the path 
of perfection and suffers “often infirmities,” for which 
Paul prescribes a little wine instead of exercising his 
gift of healing (I Timothy 5:23).

Then we are told of Epaphroditus, who risked his 
soul for the saints and nearly died while he was stay-
ing with Paul, to his great sorrow. He was on the 
more excellent way. No one on this path ever used 
the gift of miraculous healing, even though he may 
have had it (Philippians 2:25-30).

No Longer Knowing Christ
After the Flesh

Before Paul received this ministry he was the greatest 
healer of all of the apostles. He more than duplicated 
all that Peter did; but when the great change came, as 
Israel’s rejection of Messiah became more apparent, 
he decided no longer to know Christ after the flesh. 
He gave notice that the signs which accompanied the 
proclamation of the kingdom would cease, and inti-
mated that God had something much better in store 
for the saints – not on earth but in heaven, not in the 
physical realm but in the spiritual.

Knowing Christ after the flesh (II Corinthians 
5:16) refers to Christ’s flesh, not Paul’s. Paul cer-
tainly would not claim a fleshly knowledge of Him 
as the basis of his ministry hitherto, but he had 

Death is not the last word with God. – Gerry Beauchemin


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been proclaiming Him as the Messiah of Israel as 
to His physical relationship to the Circumcision. 
Christ was a Jew, and lived and died in their land 
and will restore the kingdom to them on the basis 
of their physical relationship to Him. Gentile bless-
ing on earth must flow through this channel. Paul 
had been proclaiming Him as Israel’s Messiah. This 
is “knowing Christ according to flesh.” Healing and 
all of the other gifts were associated with knowing 
Christ after the flesh. They continued in connection 
with that ministry.

At that point in Paul’s career when he wrote the sec-
ond epistle to the Corinthians he decided no longer 
to know Christ after the flesh (II Corinthians 5:16). 
He was entering the more excellent way. Christ ac-
cording to the flesh corresponds to the regeneration, 
as the kingdom is called. Its proclamation leads to 
the kingdom and the millennium. That will be very 
good, it will be excellent; but Paul, in spirit, has 
come to the end of the millennium and enters the 
new creation (II Corinthians 5:17). The result of no 
longer knowing Christ according to the flesh is that 
“if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation.” This 
is the more excellent way. The new birth leads to mil-
lennial blessing of which the gifts were the sign. The 
new creation introduces us to an unutterably higher 
sphere of blessing, based on faith, which asks for no 
signs.

As Paul gradually entered this path his own health 
became impaired, he could not cure his dearest 
friends, he even left one of them, Trophimus, at Mi-
letum, sick. Ask him, in his Roman prison, whether 
the gift of healing has become inoperative. His an-
swer might well be, “If it has not, why am I afflicted, 
and why is Timothy often ill, and what of Trophimus 
and Epaphroditus?”

There is not a single instance where healing did occur 
after the kingdom narrative in Acts had closed. Physi-
cal healing is a sign and pledge of the material mar-
vels of the kingdom on earth. While that is no longer 
proclaimed, such attestations to its power are out of 
place.

The experience of Paul and his friends clearly ac-
cords with the absence of the gift of healing in the 

more excellent way. My own experience for over a 
quarter of a century in one of the centers of the heal-
ing movement confirms this interpretation.

Death denies “divine healing.” Healers and healed 
die of disease. Had the kingdom come none of those 
healed would have died except by violence, sin or de-
sign. The gift would have preserved them in health 
and defied death.

Paul’s Preparatory Epistles give us the great divide be-
tween the teaching of the Pentecostal and the present 
dispensations. The thirteenth chapter of first Corin-
thians is especially devoted to showing the relation 
between his earlier course and his latest ministry, 
which is recorded in the Perfection Epistles: Ephe-
sians, Philippians and Colossians.

Paul’s ministry, unlike that of the twelve, went from 
glory to glory (II Corinthians 3:18). He did not receive 
all at first, but by gradual revelations, he ascended 
into the celestial heights of present truth. We should 
follow to the end, but, alas, we linger and lag behind. 
We imagine we have attained the summit of truth 
when we read of the marvelous endowments in the 
Corinthian ecclesia, but the apostle assures us that 
he knows of “a more excellent way,” or a path suited 
to transcendence (I Corinthians 12:31).

We earnestly urge our beloved brethren to search the 
thirteenth of Corinthians for themselves. The more 
excellent way certainly does not include the gifts, for 
it is in direct contrast with them and could not come 
until they had been discarded. That is the way of 
childhood, of fragmentary knowledge, of blurred vi-
sion. We cannot dissociate the gifts from all of these 
imperfections and disabilities.

Now that the more excellent way has been revealed 
in Paul’s later epistles, why cling to that which God 
has made obsolete? Let us pursue the path suited to 
transcendence, the way more excellent!

—	Unsearchable Riches, Volume 15
(edited & abridged)


 Debate Herald the Word (II Timothy 4:2).
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Those who have risen to reign over the saints have usurped the place of Christ. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
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My Apologies

All my affairs shall be made known to you (Colos-
sians 4:7, Concordant Version).

I owe our readers a long-standing apology. Years ago the 
Bible Student’s Notebook had a personal note from me that 
was a regular feature. I was often told by readers that this 
was one of the first things they read. Before diving into 
study, they enjoyed doing a little personal catching up 
with me.

Over time, with more and more Scripture studies pressing 
to be released, it seemed to me less than ideal to take up 
such valuable space with personal comments. 

Early on I learned that another valued feature of our pe-
riodical was letters from our readers. A measure of com-
fort was found in knowing that there were others across 
this wide globe that God had on very similar journeys. 
Though over the years, we have still occasionally run let-
ters, it hasn’t been a regular feature; rather, it has always 
been as space has permitted. 

I apologize for these two features not being regular. Now, 
however, with the inauguration of our semi-weekly re-
lease, I am once again motivated to share more from my-
self and from our readers. Not only will this space provide 
a way for me to stay in touch with you on a more personal 
level, but to keep you updated on our many ministry proj-
ects as well.

The More Excellent Way

In 1985 God graciously granted me insight into the more 
excellent way. That year I began to teach the threefold 
timeline (past-present-future) wonderfully revealed by 
Paul in I Corinthians 13. What great clarity this under-
standing would provide me over the years in my walk and 
ministry.

To my pleasant surprise, while recently reading through 
the September 1924 issue of the Unsearchable Riches mag-
azine, I found an outstanding presentation of this time-
line by A.E. Knoch. In this issue we are pleased to share 
this invaluable study with you. Please do yourself a great 
service by carefully reading this important work.

Your servant,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Editor's 
Desk

mailto:bsn@studyshelf.com
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___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___Christian Individualism (Sellers) $1
___The Defense of the Christian Revela-

tion (Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper 

Names $13
___The Dispensations (Brown) $6
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An 

Erroneous Teaching (a Compilation) 
$10
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___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Eonian: Everlasting or Age-Lasting? 

(Todd) $4
___Examination … Eternal Punishment 

$19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___The Fellowship of the Mystery (Side-

bottom) $5
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judg-

ment, & Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) 

$10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) 

$22
___Greek Word Aion-Aionos (Hanson) 

$10
___Growing in the Realization of God 

(McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Cal-

laway) $20
___Hell, or “Free From the Blood of All 

Men” (Welch) $6
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural 

Doctrine of Retribution (Beecher) 
$30

___I Will Have One Doctrine & Disci-
pline (Purdy) $15

___Identity Test (Lord) $2
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) 

$10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) 

$18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth 

(Pontis) $15
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author 

Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohor-

lak) $10
___The Soul and the Unseen (Coram) $4
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___The Story of the Rich Man & Lazarus 

(Burgener) $11
___Union, or Christ and His Church 

(Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discov-

ery (Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What Is Truth? (Bast) $15
___What You Don’t See Is What You Get 

(Sorge) $2
___Why Paul? (Sandoz) $1
___Without Form and Void (Custance) 

$29

Reference Works
___Appendixes to the Companion Bible 

$20
___Critical Lexicon & Concordance $50
___Figures of Speech $40
___Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

$25
___Young’s Analytical Concordance $25 

Bible Student’s Notebook 
__Master Index (1-575) $6

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest 

volumes first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 23 (551-575)	 ___Vol. 22 (526-550)
___Vol. 21 (501-525)	 ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475)	 ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425)	 ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375)	 ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325)	 ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275)	 ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225)	 ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175)	 ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125)	 ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)	 ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $368 ($4 off each vol.; 

$92 total savings)

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover 

$65	
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40

Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal

__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35

Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Tracts
___Which Is Better? (380 personalized 

tracts up to 3 lines, 35 characters per 
line) $4

Line 1:__________________________

______________________________

Line 2:__________________________

______________________________

Line 3:__________________________

______________________________

Subtotal	 _________

Sales Tax (6% PA) 	 _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)	_________

TOTAL	 _________


	_GoBack
	_GoBack

