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Right Division

(An Overview of Dispensational Truth)
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Part 5

Israel’s Place in God’s Plan

A Brief Survey of the Davidic Covenant
s we have already seen, to
have a nation there must be
(1) a people, (2) a land, (3)
a law, and (4) a government. The
divine provision for these is secured by a series of covenants. The
Abrahamic Covenant made provision for a people and a land. The
Mosaic Covenant made provision for a
national law. The Davidic Covenant established the
national government: a Theocratic Monarchy.

A

“judges and officers”2 from among the chief family elders3 (Deuteronomy 16:18;4 29:10; 31:28), appar- ►

2.
3.

Provision for the administration of Israel’s national
affairs was through a well-organized system of tribes,
led by their family elders,1 then on a larger scale by
1.

In ancient Israel, each allotment of land had a village – a cluster of
houses where there lived an extended family group (3-5 generations), with their servants, hired hands, and their families. Each
man was the head of his respective household, but the over-all
magistrate for that estate and of all who lived upon it was the leading male member. Generally, that male was the oldest father who
was the heir to the land. His word was final. It was he who went
to the city gates to convene with the other elders as the family
spokesman.
Of course, the Grandpa [i.e., Elder] was not to be a tyrant or a
despot. If he was, Biblical laws had ways of dealing with his sins.
He did not meddle in the affairs of his grown children or of residents, as a rule. He supervised the affairs of the estate. He had
eminent dominion. Primarily though, he was there for consultation
and to sit as a judge in family disputes. The goal of Hebrew education was to train children for dominion over their own estates. The
training did not end at age 18. It was a gradual process of transference of power.
[The Elder] had appellate jurisdiction within the family structure
and he was the spokesman and elector for the family at the city
gate. The village eldership was not subservient to the city elder-

4.

ship. Much like the equal suffrage of the several States in the
Unites States Senate, they each stood on equal footing, irrespective of the populations of their constituent bodies …
The link between the private government of the family in the
home and on the family estate with the outside world is the eldership of the grandfather. — James Wesley Stivers, Restoring the
Foundations, (Patriarch Publishing House).
Or, “superintendents” (CLV).
Elder, ( ָזֵקן, zāqēn): Authority … [is] naturally vested in those who
by virtue of greater age and, consequently, experience are best
fitted to govern. … Compare the principle of selection of heads
of tens, fifties, etc. (Exodus 18:12), seventy being selected from
a previous body of elders … (Numbers 11:16, 24). … The elders
served as local magistrates, in bringing murderers to trial (Deuteronomy 19:12; Deuteronomy 21:2; Joshua 20:4), punishing a disobedient son (Deuteronomy 21:19), inflicting penalty for slander
(Deuteronomy 22:15), for noncompliance with the Levirate marriage law (Deuteronomy 25:7), enforcing the Law (Deuteronomy
27:1), conducting the service in expiation of unwitting violation of
the Law (Leviticus 4:13).
In certain passages different classes of officers are mentioned
as “judges and officers” (Deuteronomy 16:18), “elders” and “officers” (Deuteronomy 31:28), “heads, tribes, elders officers” (Deuteronomy 29:10). It is probable that both classes were selected
from among the elders, and that to one class was assigned the
work of judging, and that the “officers” exercised executive functions. – International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (Elder in the
Old Testament).
Judges and officers shall you make in all your gates [seat of municipal governments], which the LORD your God gives you, throughout your tribes [family governmental clans]: and they shall judge
the people with just judgment (Deuteronomy 16:18).
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Dad’s goal is to bring us to such a point of weakness so that the only thing left for us to “do” is just to depend on Him. – André Sneidar

fathers, I will set up your seed after you, which
shall proceed out of your bowels, and I will establish his Kingdom. He shall build a House for
My name, and I will establish the Throne of his
Kingdom for the ages. … And your House5 and
your Kingdom shall be established for the ages
before you: your Throne shall be established for
the ages (II Samuel 7:10-16).

ently over which “70 Elders” presided (Exodus 24:1,
9; Numbers 11:16, 24, 25; II Kings 10:1), and finally,
nationally headed up by the king.
The Mosaic Law gave introduction to the government that would be given in greater detail under The
Davidic Covenant.
When you are come unto the land which the
Lord your God gives you, and shalt possess it,
and shalt dwell therein, and shalt say, “I will
set a king over me, like as all the nations that
are about me;” you shall in any wise set him
king over you, whom the Lord your God shall
choose: one from among your brethren shall you
set king over you: you may not set a foreigner
over you, which is not of your brothers (Deuteronomy 17:14-15).

I will ordain a place for My People Israel, and
will plant them, and they shall dwell in their
place, and shall be moved no more; neither shall
the children of wickedness waste them anymore, as at the beginning, and since the time
that I commanded judges to be over My People
Israel. Moreover I will subdue all your enemies.
Furthermore I tell you that the Lord will build
you a House. It shall come to pass, when your
[David’s] days are expired that you must go to
be with your fathers, that I will raise up your
seed after you, which shall be of your sons; and
I will establish his Kingdom. He shall build Me
a House, and I will establish his Throne for the
ages. I will be his father, and he shall be my son:
and I will not take my mercy away from him, as
I took it from him who was before you: but I will
settle him in My House and in My Kingdom for
the ages: and his Throne shall be established for
the ages (I Chronicles 17:9-14).

Israel’s Kingship
Vested in David and His Seed
After yet another test, exposing the failure of Israel’s
supposed attempt at self-will and self-sufficiency in
their desire of having Saul as their king, God instituted The Davidic Covenant which made provision
that Israel’s kingship would be vested in David and
his offspring. In doing so, God reaffirms His previous
covenants with Israel:
Moreover I will appoint a place for My people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in
a place of their own, and move no more; neither
shall the children of wickedness afflict them anymore, as beforetime … And when your [David’s]
days be fulfilled, and you shall sleep with your

Provisions of
The Davidic Covenant
As we can see from these two passages, the provi5.

I.e., a line of succession (E.W. Bullinger, The Companion Bible).
“House” thus refers to a succession of rulers from the lineage of
David (Luke 2:4).

Be Likeminded
by — Daniel Anderson

54 pp, BK

Christ is the basis of Christian unity, and when Paul exhorts believers
to be “likeminded” he is not entreating them to comply with the same
code or creed, or to conform to the same confession or catechism.
Rather he is appealing to them to accept others as Christ, Himself,
accepts them.

See order form.
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I was attempting to write a pocket symphony to God. – Brian Wilson (The Beach Boys)

sions of The Davidic Covenant were basically threefold:
1. David would have a son (initially Solomon in
type) who would succeed him and establish
his Kingdom.
2. This son would build the National Temple.
3. David’s “House,” “Throne” and “Kingdom”
would be established for the ages.
This covenant was prophetic, finding its ultimate fulfillment in Israel’s Messiah, who would come from
the lineage of David and (as would later be known)
Who begin to accomplish all of the fullness of it at
His Second Advent.
Therefore, the covenant is summarized by four key
words:
House – emphasizing the literal royal lineage.

Solomon was to succeed his father’s Throne. He
would be commissioned to build the first Temple.
However Solomon is only in type what God will establish in the future. From David’s seed would come
Israel’s Messiah: the “Branch,” “Root” and “Offspring”
of David (Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15; Revelation 5:5; 22:16).
Thus, this covenant finds its definitive fulfillment
when Christ returns and re-establishes David and
his literal, earthly Throne, with Israel being elevated
to a position of prominence over the nations for the
ages yet future.7
The Davidic Covenant is the basis of the many later
Jewish prophecies. This covenant must be understood in order to comprehend these prophecies.
We will now consider some of these prophecies highlighting the elements of The Davidic Covenant seen
in them.

Kingdom – emphasizing the literal nation to be
governed.

The Lord has sworn in truth unto David; he
will not turn from it; “of the fruit of your body
will I set upon your Throne” (Psalm 132:11).

Throne – emphasizing the literal placement of a
king to rule.

Of the increase of his government and peace
there will be no end, upon the Throne of David
and over his Kingdom, to order it and establish
it with judgment and justice from that time forward, for a future age, the zeal of the Lord of

Ages6 – emphasizing the future age-lasting nature
of this covenant.
6. ֹעָלם עֹוָלם

(‛ôlâm ‛ôlâm). The word does not mean “for ever” as
many English versions would have it, but “unto times age-abiding”
(Rotherham). ‛Ôlâm is the Hebrew equivalent of the Greek aiōn,
meaning “age,” and aionios meaning “belonging to an age,” or
“age-long.” Thus repeated (ôlâm ‛ôlâm), meaning to belong to two
ages. (For further information on the words used to translate “for
ever” see the author’s work, The Salvation of All, chapter 10, “Forever, Eternal and Everlasting”).

7.

►

After His return, Christ will personally reign and oversee and reestablish David’s Throne in Jerusalem. After David’s kingdom has
been fully ordered and firmly established (Isaiah 9:7) – a process
of a thousand years (Revelation 20:6) – He will then personally
reign and rule from the New Jerusalem that comes out from heaven as a satellite city just above the earthly Jerusalem (Revelation
3:12; 21:2, 10), leaving David himself to rule over Israel (Revelation
21:22, 23; 22:3).

Leaflets & Booklets
Did you know that the articles which have appeared in the
pages of the Bible Student’s Notebook over the years are also
available as leaflets or booklets?
Are there particular articles that you find especially interesting and would like to share them with others? You can
request the PDF files, or ask us to send you printed copies
in quantity.
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In days of apostasy God turns to individual faithfulness. – Sir Robert Anderson



hosts will perform this (Isaiah 9:7).
Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, … I will
make a covenant for the ages with you [Israel] –
the sure mercies of David8 (Isaiah 55:3).
Behold, the days come, says the Lord, that I
will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and
a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute
judgment and justice in the earth (Jeremiah
23:5).
But they shall serve the Lord their God, and David their king, whom I will raise up for them
(Jeremiah 30:9).
In those days and at that time I will cause to
grow up to David a Branch of righteousness;
He shall execute judgment and righteousness
in the earth. In those days Judah will be saved,
and Jerusalem will dwell safely, and this is the
name by which she will be called: The Lord Our
Righteousness. For thus says the Lord: “David
shall never lack a man to sit on the Throne of
the House of Israel” (Jeremiah 33:15-17).
I will establish one shepherd over them, and he
shall feed them – My servant David. He shall
feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the
8.

I.e., the lovingkindnesses well assured to David, the … covenant
made with David in II Samuel 7:8-16. Quoted in Acts 13:34. Assured by oath to David (Psalm 132:11). — E.W. Bullinger, The
Companion Bible

Lord, will be their God, and My servant David
a Prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken
(Ezekiel 34:23-24).
David My servant shall be King over them, and
they shall all have one shepherd; they shall also
walk in My judgments and observe My statutes,
and do them. Then they shall dwell in the land
that I have given to Jacob My servant, where
your fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell there,
they, their children, and their children’s children,
for the ages; and My servant David shall be their
Prince for the ages (Ezekiel 37:24-25).
And in the days of these kings shall the God of
heaven set up a Kingdom, which shall never be
destroyed: and the Kingdom shall not be left to
other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for
the ages (Daniel 2:44).

Afterward the children of Israel shall return and
seek the Lord their God and David their King
… (Hosea 3:5).
On that day, I will raise up the Tabernacle of
David, which has fallen down, and repair its
damages; I will raise up its ruins, and rebuild it
as in the days of old (Amos 9:11).
(to be continued)

At the End of the Ages: The Abolition of Hell
by — Bob Evely
Is hell forever? Most say that the righteous go to heaven, and the wicked to hell,
forever! Is this what the Bible teaches?

171 pp., PB

See order form.
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This book presents evidence that the Bible, in the original languages, reveals that,
one day, ALL mankind will be saved. Through time our Bible translations have
become biased through the official teachings of “The Church.” The author argues
that teaching about an eternal hell slanders God, and it prevents many from having
faith because the arguments in support of an eternal torment are illogical.
Would a God of love keep many souls alive forever just to torment them because
they failed to “accept Jesus Christ” in this lifetime? The author shows that the Bible
does not teach this. The purpose of “the eons” (i.e., “the ages,” often mistranslated
“eternity”) is to bring ALL mankind to the point where every knee bows before
Him. This work is written with the average reader in mind.
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Even the seemingly permanent things in life are temporary. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.



We Are the “Circumcision”
Paul’s Figures of Distinction
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

We are the circumcision … (Philippians 3:3).
elievers today have “all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3).
To contrast Israel’s physical rites with our
current spiritual blessing, Paul utilizes these rituals as figures to illustrate the distinction.

B

Just as the Body of Christ has a spiritual “baptism” that stands in contrast to Israel’s physical
baptism, so we also have a spiritual “circumcision” that stands in contrast to Israel’s physical
circumcision.
In whom also you are circumcised with the
circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the
circumcision of Christ (Colossians 2:11).
E.W. Bullinger, in his Figures of Speech, writes
concerning these figures:
The whole argument turns on the fact that
the “circumcision” and the “baptism” spoken
of are both “made without hands,” and both
are fulfilled in Christ. The whole context of
these two passages must be studied in order
to see the one point and the great truth which
is revealed: viz., that in His death we are circumcised and cut off; in His burial (or baptism-unto-death) we are baptized; and in His
resurrection we now have our true standing
before God. We have all in Christ. Hence, our
completeness and perfection in Him is such
that nothing can be added to it.
Just as Israel’s water baptism passed off the scene
as truth for today, so also has physical circumcision. While Israel’s circumcision was a sign in
Issue 555

their flesh, symbolically removing a portion of
flesh from the male foreskin, the spiritual “circumcision” for the Body of Christ removes the
entirety of “flesh” as an issue with God.
As a result of Israel’s fall, physical circumcision,
far from being a sign of God’s covenant with
them today, it is merely an act of religious mutilation.
Paul makes a significant doctrinal play on words.
The first play is on the word “dog.” In reproach,
Israel referred to Gentiles (uncircumcised members of the nations) as “dogs” (cf. Matthew 15:26).
Paul now uses this term of reproach against the
Jews themselves, now calling them “dogs” (Philippians 3:2).
How the dispensational tables had turned! Now,
instead of the uncircumcised “Gentiles” being
“dogs” it is the circumcised Jews who are “dogs”
– they had become like the “dumb” and “greedy
dogs” (i.e., the false teachers; Isaiah 56:10-11).
Paul’s next play on words was calling them “the
concision.” Now Israel was merely religious mutilators. They not only mutilated their foreskins,
but present truth as well.
Paul continues this play on words. While Israel
had been “the Circumcision” of God’s past plan,
so now the Body of Christ is “the Circumcision”
of God’s present purpose, howbeit to a far greater degree than Israel could ever have even imagined:
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Nature is not our mother. Nature is our sister. – G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936)

In putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by
the circumcision of Christ (Colossians 2:11).
Thus,
We are the circumcision who worship God in
the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus and have
no confidence in the flesh (Philippians 3:3).

H.W. Martin, in Unsearchable Riches Volume 15,
writes concerning the believer’s present relationship to the “flesh”:
We have no promise of outward things for this
present economy. In the next era Satan will
manifest these signs to deceive mankind (II
Thessalonians 2:9-12). … In this economy …
all our blessings are spiritual (Ephesians 1:3).
We are told that now,
We are the circumcision who are offering
divine service to God in spirit, and have
no confidence in flesh (Philippians 3:3).
Circumcision typified the cutting off of the
flesh. That is what we, in spirit, have experienced in this economy; the flesh, the physical,
has been cut off altogether. That is why Paul,
once the greatest healer of all the apostles, lost

the power of healing entirely after this economy, which is distinctly spiritual (Ephesians
1:3), had begun. Thereafter Paul never heals.
Epaphroditus is left in feeble health (Philippians 2:26-27). Timothy is advised, by Paul,
to use a sip of wine for his stomach and his
frequent infirmities (I Timothy 5:23). Paul
himself confesses that the splinter in his flesh
is not removed (II Corinthians 12:7). Powers, signs, healings, miracles, tongues (which
during the Transitional economy were gifts to
the church; I Corinthians 12:27-31) were the
things that belonged to a minor (I Corinthians
13:11). Whenever maturity should come, the
things of the minor were to be abrogated and
discarded (I Corinthians 13:10-11). Now that
maturity (this present economy) has come,
and we are no longer minors (Ephesians 4:1314), we find that these physical gifts have been
abrogated and discarded.
Therefore, Paul goes on in Philippians 3 to recite
his Jewish heritage and then to tell us that he had
counted all of Israel’s valued things as “loss” and
“dung” (“refuse,” :8).


Nothing Will Be Lost! The Truth
About God’s Good News
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

88 pp., PB,

Is the Creator wasteful? Has He brought His creation into existence just to abandon it to a “Christless eternity”? No! God is the true Savior of His Own creation,
and nothing will be lost. The realization of this truth about the true nature of our
Father will completely change the way we look at Him and everyone around us.
This is an abridgement of the larger work The Salvation of All. It is designed as

See order form. a give-away edition, with quantity pricing available.

“Nothing Will be Lost was one of the most edifying studies I have read in a very long time. It brings
real joy to my heart when I see someone stand for the truth of Christ’s total victory over sin. We do
not have a weak Savior Who hopes to save only a few; rather, we have a Savior Who saves all!” – NY
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God’s love led to Christ’s work. – Arthur P. Adams (1847-1920)
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___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous
Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, &
Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___The Harmony of the Last Week (Callaway) $20
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine
of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior
(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Unexpected Discovery
(Hurnard/Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

Bible Student’s Notebook Monthly

Mailed Subscriptions:

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total
savings)

Recommended Books from
Other Publishers

A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth
Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55
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