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Proof of Paul's Progression
by — Stephen Hill

n an earlier article on the importance of
rightly dividing Paul’s epistles,1 I described Paul’s progressive revelation and
the fact that his focus transitioned from Israel to the nations. This transition is abundantly apparent when we compare Paul’s earlier (pre-prison) epistles with his later prison,
or “perfection,” epistles. This article will encourage more clear understanding by further proving the
truth of Paul’s progressive revelation.

I

Some argue that Paul’s letters should not be divided at
all. They insist that, while Paul’s message progressed
in minor ways over the course of his ministry and
letters (a fact they cannot deny), all of his letters are
equal in terms of the relevant truth that they hold,
today, for the Body of Christ. Those same folks argue that all of Paul’s letters are entirely to and for the
Body of Christ today, since Paul was commissioned
from day one as the apostle to the nations.
Interestingly, though, these same teachers do not
practice or condone much of what Paul instructed
his early readers – especially the Corinthians – to
seek and do. These instructions include: the Lord’s
Dinner, speaking in tongues, performing miracles,
healing, prophesying, and ordinances in keeping
with the Israeli program.
If, in fact, Paul’s earlier letters are equally relevant
for the Body of Christ today, then we would be obligated to practice everything that Paul instructed in
his early ministry. It simply is not possible to uphold
Paul’s earlier letters as equal in every way with his later letters while, at the same time, dismissing much of
1.

Right Division Includes Paul, Bible Student’s Notebook #487.

what Paul instructs in his early letters. If Paul’s
pre-prison epistles are as relevant today for
the Body of Christ as his prison epistles, we
should do what Paul instructs in them!
Ironically, it is evident that the teachers who
oppose right division of Paul’s letters are,
themselves, dividing them. They have no choice
but to divide them, because what Paul teaches the
Body of Christ in his last epistles often contradicts
what he first taught in his early epistles.
In the Concordant Commentary on the New Testament, page 33, A E. Knoch writes,
… it was not until the end of the Acts era that the
salvation of God is sent directly to the nations (Ac.
28:29). The latter half of the second chapter of Ephesians (2:11-22), is an elaborate statement showing
that, in the present administration of God’s grace,
the nations are no longer in the inferior position
accorded them in Paul’s earlier ministry.
Farther down:
… it was not until Paul’s imprisonment that we
were brought nigh and enter the family of God
(Eph. 2:18, 19). Until then we were still guests at
Israel’s table, if not puppies under it.
No doubt, many of those opposed to, or ignorant of,
this truth are staunch followers of A.E. Knoch and

(see Proof, page 4635)
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God is never so just as when He justifies the unjust, for that is in line with His love. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
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If God cares for the sparrows, how much more so us? (Matthew 10:29) – André Sneidar
Proof (continued from front page)
Of course, the fact that Paul was

likely will be shocked to know that he penned these
statements. I recommend regular reading of Knoch’s
words from his commentary for the purpose of letting them truly sink in.

Knoch clearly distinguished between Paul’s “preprison” and “perfection” epistles. As Knoch rightly
points out, the end of the Acts era (which encompassed Paul’s pre-prison epistles) marks the time
when the salvation of God was finally sent directly to
the nations; and prior to that point, we (the nations)
were still Israel’s “guests,” or – even less – puppies,
inferior to them. Our place of inferiority, as Knoch
makes clear, remained unchanged during Paul’s
“earlier ministry.” As he correctly puts it, we were
“brought nigh and enter[ed] the family of God” after
Paul’s imprisonment.
This fact (which is a fact because it is scriptural,
not because Mr. Knoch said it) proves some rather
shocking truths. First, any message of salvation or
instruction taught by Paul prior to his imprisonment
could not have been directed solely to the nations,
despite the fact that he was commissioned by Christ
from the moment of his conversion to be the apostle
to the nations. Second, only Paul’s post-Acts epistles
contain truth that is solely applicable, today, for the
Body of Christ. That is not to say that Paul’s earlier
letters contain no truth for the Body today; but it is
Paul’s later letters which contain complete truth for
the Body of Christ, now. Not surprisingly, Romans –
Paul’s last pre-prison epistle – contains more regarding the mystery of Paul’s evangel than any of his other pre-prison letters. Paul revealed more and more as
he progressed through his ministry and transitioned
his focus from Israel to the nations.
Now, some insist that, since Paul was commissioned
to be the apostle to the nations from day one, he must
have dealt only with the nations from the beginning.
This assumption is illogical and is simply not true, as
proven by the text. Paul frequented the Jewish synagogues in his early ministry, even to the point that
Luke called it his “custom” (Acts 9:20, 13:5, 14-15,
42; 14:1; 17:2, 10, 17; 18:4, 19, 26; 19:8; 28:23). Immediately after his conversion, Paul went where? Not to
the nations, but to the synagogues (9:20), heralding
Jesus as the Son of God.
Issue 529

commissioned to
be the apostle to the nations is no less true because
he focused first on his Jewish brethren. Paul retained
his title all along, but he could not enact all that his
title entailed until God permitted him, after the full
setting aside of Israel.
Furthermore, the Body of Christ is composed not
only of Gentile believers, but also a remnant of believing Israel. So while Paul’s primary task was evangelizing the nations, his ultimate goal was the upbuilding of the Body, which included his brethren,
the believing Israelites. We must not ignore Paul’s
overwhelmingly Jewish qualifications as we examine
the totality of his God-given role.
Perhaps one of the strongest proofs of Paul’s transitioning focus lies in some key words. To many, the
terms “Greek” and “Gentile” are synonymous and interchangeable. Yet, while all Greeks are Gentiles, not
all Gentiles are Greeks. Please read that last sentence
again, or until it is completely clear. This is no different than the fact that all Ohioans are Americans, but
not all Americans are Ohioans. I trust this is a simple
reality to comprehend.
Of course, many translations of Scripture render the
Greek terms for these important words erroneously.
The Greek terms often translated as “Greek” or “Gentile” are hellen and ethnos. Paul used the term hellen
in his pre-prison epistles only, except in the one case
of Colossians 3:11 where he reiterates the lack of distinctions in the Body. In his later letters, he uses only
the term ethnos.
Why would Paul draw this distinction? Is it even
worth noting? I would argue that it most certainly
is. Things that are different are not the same (another simple fact to comprehend); and whenever we
come across God’s inspired use of different terms, we
should study to understand His reasons for doing so.
Paul makes it clear that his early ministry was directed to the “Jew first,” then the Greek. Note, Paul
does not say to the “Jew first, then the Gentile.” So,
who were these Greeks? Any and all Gentiles? No.
They were God-fearing proselytes who sought God’s
wisdom (I Corinthians 1:22) and blessing through
the seed of Abraham. By definition, they were hel- ►
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Grace cannot be lessened because of unworthiness. – Clyde Pilkington

lens – natives of Greece, or ones who had adopted the
Greek language and culture. They were not the nonJewish heathen (ethnos).
In Romans 1:14, the Concordant Version appropriately has the phrase, “To both Greeks and barbarians …”
proving that Paul made a clear distinction between
Greek believers and other Gentiles. In any case, it
was believing Jews and Greeks whom Paul addressed
in his early ministry. This is why, when Paul identified certain individuals by name among the ecclesias
to whom he wrote, several of the names were Greek
as well as Jewish. By preaching to the Jews and Greek
proselytes in the synagogues, then, Paul was indeed
heralding Christ to the “nations” (as Greeks are nonIsraelites by progeny), although those Greeks were
clearly aligning themselves with Israel and were considered, for all intents and purposes, “Jewish.”
When Paul and Barnabas met with the apostles and elders of Jerusalem to discuss the requirements for salvation for the nations, they agreed that, while circumcision was not a requirement, other observances of the
Mosaic Law – items that they deemed “essentials” (Acts
15:28-29) – were still to be kept (namely: abstaining
from ceremonial pollution with idols; with prostitution;
with what is strangled; and with blood). This decision,
agreed to by Paul, is a far cry from his later evangel of
God’s grace which requires no law-keeping whatsoever.
When we arrive at the prison epistles, we see an entirely different focus than that of Paul’s earlier ministry. Now, Paul’s focus is entirely on non-Israelite,
non-proselyte believers, whom he addresses in Ephesians as having been, prior to that point,

… apart from Christ, being alienated from the
citizenship of Israel, and guests of the promised
covenants, having no expectation, and without
God in the world (2:12).
This statement certainly doesn’t pertain to the Jews
and Greeks whom Paul previously had spent so
much time teaching! Rather, these believers are ethnos – non-Jewish, non-Greek Gentiles.
The order of progression for Paul’s audience throughout his ministry, then, is as follows: The Jews first,
then Greek proselytes, and, lastly, the nations who
were previously alienated from Israel’s covenant
promises. Amazingly, as Paul transitions from one
group to the next, the balance dramatically shifts so
that the nations, who were once separated from the
commonwealth of Israel, end up with an even better
allotment!
Paul begins his letter to the Romans – likely his last
pre-prison epistle – with this revealing statement:
Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, a called apostle,
severed for the evangel of God (which he promises before through his prophets in the holy Scriptures) … (1:1-2).
Did you notice what is “revealing” about this opening
line? In his greeting to the Romans, Paul defines his
evangel to them as one promised through the prophets in the Scriptures. Unlike the evangel of the grace
of God that Paul later preached exclusively to the nations, his evangel to the Romans was not a mystery,
but was contained in prophecy and should have been

Young’s Literal Translation
of the Holy Bible
Robert Young (1822 – 1888)

864 pp., PB
8 ½ x 11 Format
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Evil is but temporary, though its reign seems long. – William Mealand (1857-1973)

identifiable to those who knew the Hebrew Scriptures. Who were such people? Israelites and proselytes. The nations were not given the Law (2:14) and
were not familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures.
Paul does hint at the secrets of his evangel in Romans
(as at times in his other pre-prison epistles); but he
does not fully reveal the secrets of his evangel in their
entirety until his later letters. Prior to the full setting
aside of Israel, it was unlawful (that is, not permitted
by God) for Paul to teach all that had been revealed
to him (II Corinthians 12:4).
Likewise, it is important to realize that, when we read
of Paul’s frequency in the synagogues throughout the
Acts period (contained in nearly every chapter from
Paul’s conversion in chapter 9 on), we always read of
him proving that Jesus was the Son of God “according to the Scriptures.” It was only those who had and
were familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures who could
have been reasoned with by them. These, again, were
Israelites and Greek proselytes.
Repentance is another important distinction between
Paul’s earlier and later epistles. Paul’s message in his
earlier epistles contained a call to repentance, whereas his latter epistles stressed justification through
faith. Repentance recognizes one’s guilt, while justification does not. This is a significant difference and
one that is clearly evident in Paul’s progression.
Paul uses the term “repentance” (metanoia in Greek)
in his pre-prison epistles, II Corinthians and Romans. The books Hebrews and II Peter (both addressed exclusively to Israel) are the other books,
aside from the so-called “gospels,” containing the
term. The only exception to this rule is II Timothy
2:25 (Paul’s last letter), where Paul instructs Timothy to be gentle and patient toward “those who are
antagonizing,” seeing that God may lead them to repentance. Who are those antagonizing? Contradicting Jews – the same men who had always plagued
Paul’s evangel by teaching a mixing of law and grace.
Timothy knew these men well.
Clearly, repentance was a necessity for Israel, not the
nations, since Israel was given the Law and yet rejected their Messiah. Paul’s insistence on repentance in
his earlier epistles, then, is further proof of his initial
Issue 529

focus on Israel.
When we understand that Paul’s revelation was
progressive and that his ministry was transitional,
the reason for the sometimes drastic differences in
his earlier and later letters becomes clear. Paul first
taught the believing Jews and Greeks whom he addressed to observe the Lord’s Dinner, to seek the
spiritual gifts, to heal, and to believe his evangel
which was promised “before through [God’s] prophets in the holy Scriptures.” Paul initially operated this
way because at that period in time the gospel of the
kingdom was still being offered to Israel who always
required a sign (I Corinthians 1:22). As such, Paul’s
primary focus was naturally on Israel at first, in spite
of the fact that he would eventually fulfill his calling
as God’s chosen apostle to the nations.
Keep in mind that the mere fact that Paul had to tell
the Jews of his transitioning focus to the nations at
Acts 28 is rock-solid proof of his focus on Israel to
that point. Immediately prior to that point, we read
of Paul “persuading [the Jews] concerning Jesus, both
from the law of Moses and the prophets, from morning till dusk” (Acts 28:23). Interestingly, it was this
same time period (the end of the Acts era) when Paul
►
wrote his epistle to the Romans.
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Neither did the nations share equally with the Jew in Paul’s “my gospel,” for he himself said it was to the Jew primarily (Romans 2:10). – A.E. Knoch

When we examine Paul’s later epistles – those written after the Acts era – we see an evangel of grace
heralded to the non-Israelite nations based on faith
alone, with no active signs or gifts, which promises
a celestial allotment far superior to Israel’s terrestrial expectation. After the setting aside of Israel
at the close of Acts, Paul – in sharp contrast to his
earlier letters – never promotes the signs that were
previously given for Israel. On the contrary, he instructed the Colossians to let no one judge them for
what they ate or drank, or whether they observed
the Sabbath or religious feasts (Colossians 2:16).
Likewise, Paul advised Timothy to take some wine
for his stomach, whereas before he would have just
healed him.

evangel that Paul preached early in his ministry did
not include the fullness of the mystery he eventually
revealed to the nations.

In short, an examination of Paul’s epistles proves
some undeniable facts. First, Paul’s epistles must be
rightly divided, as his message significantly changed
according to whom he addressed over time. Second,
as Paul’s focus clearly transitioned from Israel to the
nations, we must look to Paul’s later epistles to find
complete and current truth that pertains only to the
Body of Christ. Third, while Paul was commissioned
as the apostle to the nations at his conversion, he
did not direct his efforts to the nations alone until
after Israel had been fully set aside. Fourth, while the
Body of Christ began with Paul (and, in reality, before the disruption of the world in an absolute sense
(Eph. 1:4)), Paul did not fully disclose all of the truth
for the Body until after his imprisonment. Fifth, the

Consider this: if we neglect to rightly divide Paul’s
epistles, we have no choice but to partake in the
Lord’s Dinner, seek the spiritual gifts, attempt to heal
others, and so forth. Paul instructed his early readers
(especially the Corinthians) to do all of these things,
declaring that Christ had passed them along to him.
If Paul’s letters are all equally relevant for us today,
then either those ordinances are still valid, or Paul
contradicts himself. I, for one, don’t accept either of
those possibilities, and I encourage you to rightly
divide Paul’s epistles to draw that same unavoidable
conclusion.


I have to assume that those who contradict the necessity of rightly dividing Paul’s epistles do so out of
mere ignorance. The whole concept is simply new
and unfamiliar to them and, as such, challenges
their firm, long-held beliefs. Many have likely never
studied the chronological order of Paul’s epistles or
compared them to the account in Acts. Recognizing
Paul’s unique place as the apostle to the nations, they
have taken for granted that Paul dealt only with the
nations when he, in fact, dealt primarily with Israel
at the beginning of his ministry.

A Look at Alcohol in the Scriptures
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

[God brings forth] wine which makes man’s heart
glad (Psalm 104:15).
Wine was a blessing in Scripture (Proverbs 3:10), something to be received gratefully from God (Psalm 104:15). Like many things that God has graciously given
to man, alcohol can be used or abused.
54 pp, PB
However, it is important that we do not confuse use with abuse, or drinking with
drunkenness. To prohibit the use of alcohol, by pointing to verses about its abuse,
See order form.
would be like condemning the eating of food because of gluttony, or requiring
sexual abstinence because of carnal sins. This is deceptive and erroneous religious reasoning.
This study briefly surveys alcohol related Hebrew and Greek words and some of their contexts, considers passages usually used to condemn the use of alcohol, and looks at a few common objections.
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God’s saving grace is without measure. – Clyde Pilkington



Our
Mailbox
Father truly gives what we need. Paul asked him 3
times to remove the thorn. I only glory in His will
being done. It’s wonderful to know He directs our
paths and He is sovereign. I delight in the comfort
He gives in Scripture. I am enjoying the books and
know Father better now. It refreshes me to think of
you all. – AL
Today’s was a very timely message (Noah and Job
Walked Alone with God). For a few days now, I’ve felt
like I walk alone with just God for my companionship,
and have seesawed back and forth between feeling ok
about it, and feeling very lonely.
The message today feels like a direct message from
God that this is how it has to be. Whether it’s a
temporary situation or permanent, I don’t know, but
at least it’s confirmation from God that I’m not doing
anything wrong, I’m doing it right. Thank you for
this message today! – NH
So much to be explained; so much to be learned; so
little time in our vapor-life; so few called to listen.
Thank God that He chose before the beginning to be
“All in all”! – LA
Although I didn’t grow up in a culture of strict
legalism, I was not awakened into the true gospel
of radical grace until after a lifetime in church. My
journey has been over the last 3 years. It started with
all mankind being reconciled. I have had several
questions along the way that God always answered
without contorting His word. From the beginning of
my journey I hoped for universal reconciliation and
wanted to see a convincing case in scripture. I really
struggled reconciling the tension between radical
grace and wrath in the NT. I had heard a convincing
handling of wrath. When I heard Clyde Pilkington
speak on Paul’s pattern of belief being based on sight
and not faith, that was the missing piece that tied it all
together for me. Now I can read the NT and nothing
Issue 529

gets explained away with unsatisfactory explanations.
What a beautiful gospel it is. Now I embrace UR with
my whole heart without any reservation. – TN
I watched your video The Greatest Truth I Know. It
totally gripped me. I never saw Romans 11 quite like
that before. – OH
You have a talent for sharing things most people don’t
even think about and it gives a whole new look at the
way Father is interested in the details of life. No one
is able to weave the love of Father in the way that you
do. Your input into my life is having a lasting effect on
me. I walk daily and listen to teachings on my mp3
player, as I do when in my vehicle too. It is difficult to
just let loose of almost sixty years of indoctrination
of works and it is my constant battle to remember
that it is by Christ’s faith and an approach present
from God that I even understand what I do. – WA
Each day is an amazing discovery for me. Each day
brings a new verse. I feel as if I am an artist, slowing
painting the perfect picture of God. Each day is a
new stroke of the brush. I long to share my painting
with the world. He is so beautiful, so amazing to see
and understand. I look at the painting and it brings
such life to me. All I need do is show the painting to
others, and it brings life to them, too. – IN
The Bible Student’s Notebook is a valuable resource for
my studies. I continue to pray daily for the marvelous
work you have been given to be doing for His glory.
Thank you for being the person and the brother that
you are. – OH
These Daily Email Goodies help a lot. – IN
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First published more than 60 years ago, this work
is more valuable than a seminary education! A
must-have for every student of Scripture!
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___Purposes of God / The True Nature of
Redemption $11
___Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! – $20 each)
___Vol. 21 (501-525) ___Vol. 20 (451-500)
___Vol 19 (451-475) ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425) ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375) ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325) ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275) ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225) ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175) ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125) ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)
___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)
___“Complete Set” $335 ($4 off each vol.; $84 total
savings)

A.P. Adams

Stephen Hill

___Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
___Making the Most of the Bible $10

Other Authors

___100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for
Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Cataclysmic Prophecies of the Jews
(Burson) $20
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride
the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation
(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous
Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, &
Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine
of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior
(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Silence of God (Anderson) $13
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Uexpected Discovery (Hurnard/
Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

Bible Student’s Notebook Monthly

Mailed Subscriptions:

___6-Month Subscription $26

Bound Volumes

Recommended Books from
Other Publishers

A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth
Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
___The Unveiling of Jesus Christ $25
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles

Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.)
___Blue $25
___White $25
___NT - Paperback $15
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal 		

_________

Sales Tax (6% PA)

_________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.) _________
TOTAL 			_________

Name: __________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT  Check  Money Order

Address:_________________________________________

 Visa  Mastercard  Discover

City________________ State ______ Zip______________

Credit or Debit Card Number:

Phone (_____) ______ _________________

____________ _____________ _____________ ____________

E-mail __________________________________________
( Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

 AmEx

Expiration ______ / ______ 3-Digit Security Code __________

