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T he Heavenly Realms

by — John H. Essex (1907-1991)

ans and Colossians), and there only, that we find

the heavenly realms, with all of their inhabitants,
given a special prominence. Let us look at some of
the things told to us in these particular letters about
the celestial habitations and those populating them.

’t is in Paul’s prison letters (Ephesians, Philippi-

Ephesians, the first of the prison letters as arranged
in our Bibles, opens straightaway “among the celes-
tials” After its initial salutation, 1:3 reads,

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, Who blesses us with every spiritual
blessing among the celestials, in Christ.

In :10 the apostle reveals God’s intention to,

Head up all in the Christ, both that in the heav-
ens and that on the earth.

Note the comprehensiveness of this “heading up in
the Christ”; nothing is left out.

In 3:10 we learn something about the composition
of the celestial realms. We find that there are “sover-
eignties and authorities” among the celestials, just as
there are on earth. These sovereignties and authori-
ties are not all favorably inclined to God, for in 6:12
we are informed that,

It is not ours to wrestle with blood and flesh, but
with the sovereignties, with the authorities, with
the world-mights of this darkness, with the spir-
itual forces of wickedness among the celestials.

This last quotation rather puts an end to the idea,
so prevalent among many believers, that heaven is
solely a place of bliss. The bliss that will be ours in
our future state will come more from our being con-
formed to the glorious body of our Lord than from
our being in any special locality. Nor is heaven solely
a place of rest. For us, it will be rather a scene of in-
tense activity.

Philippians also takes us into the celestials. In 2:9, for
example, we read of Jesus that,

God highly exalts Him, and graces Him with
the name that is above every name, that in the
name of Jesus every knee should be bowing, ce-
lestial and terrestrial and subterranean, and
every tongue should be acclaiming that Jesus
Christ is Lord for the glory of God, the Father.

In 3:14 Paul reminds us of “God’s calling above in
Christ Jesus,” and in the last two verses of the same
chapter, he brings out the startling truth that,

Our realm is inherent in the heavens, out of
which we are awaiting a Savior also, the Lord
Jesus Christ, Who will transfigure the body of
our humiliation, to conform it to the body of
His glory, in accord with the operation which
enables Him even to subject all to Himself.

(see REALMS, page 4555)
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@ On earth we have no interests which conflict with any man. We have no allotment here to form the basis of a quarrel. - A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

REALMS (continued from front page)

Turning now to Colossians, we read in 1:5 that our
expectation is being reserved for us “in the heavens.”
Later in the same chapter, Christ is spoken of as,

The Image of the invisible God, Firstborn of ev-
ery creature, that in the heavens and that on
the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether
thrones or lordships or sovereignties or authori-
ties (1:15-16).

These have all to be reconciled to God. No wonder,
bearing in mind all of these Scriptures regarding our
blessings, our status in Christ and our expectation
among the celestials, that Paul urges us, in Colos-
sians 3:1, to “be seeking that which is above” and to
“be disposed to that which is above, and not to that
on the earth.”

Yes, it is in these three letters of Ephesians, Philip-
pians and Colossians, that we are truly transported
into the celestial realms, and told something of the
great work which God is to perform upon their in-
habitants. Now why is all of this revelation concern-
ing the heavens reserved for these three letters? Why
is it not revealed in other parts of God’s Word?

THE ECCLESIA AS CHRIST’S COMPLEMENT
REVEALED IN PAUL’S PRISON EPISTLES

I would suggest to you, in all seriousness and solem-
nity, that the reason is this: that the great work of
the reconciliation of the universe, the heavens in all
of their magnitude, the celestial regions with all of
their multitude of inhabitants, is to be carried out by
Christ, operating in and through that glorified eccle-
sia which is His body, His complement. ... [I]t is only
in these particular letters, the prison letters of Paul,
that the ecclesia is so presented.

We have the ecclesia mentioned in Romans, in Cor-
inthians, and in Galatians; but for the first time, in
Ephesians, we have it presented to us in that pecu-
liar but sublime relationship to Christ as His comple-
ment. Hence the supreme importance, the sublime
significance, the unparalleled splendor, of that first
chapter of Paul’s Ephesian letter. Can we ever plumb
its depths? Can we ever scale its heights? Always it

strikes us with fresh force and with ever increasing
loveliness.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, Who blesses us with every spiritual
blessing among the celestials, in Christ, ac-
cording as He chooses us in Him before the dis-
ruption of the world, we to be holy and flawless
in His sight, in love designating us beforehand
for the place of a Son for Him through Christ
Jesus; in accord with the delight of His will, for
the laud of the glory of His grace, which graces
us in the Beloved (1:3-6).

What a wonderful passage is this, regarding the cho-
sen ones of this era! It tells of the richness of their
blessings and the loftiness of their status — blessed
with every spiritual blessing among the celestials.

It tells of the means by which these blessings and this
status are provided - in Christ. It tells, too, of the
marvelous antiquity of their calling — chosen in Him
before the disruption of the world. That takes us back
long before Adam.

It tells of their continued appearance in God’s eyes
- and flawless in His sight, a state which they could
never acquire of themselves. It tells of the place in
God’s purpose for which they have been designated
- a place of a son for Him. What a supreme honor!
It tells of the cause which occasioned this wonder-
ful exaltation - the delight of God’s will, for it is in
accord with that and nothing else. Finally it tells of
the reason for it - that it might be for the laud of the
glory of God’s grace, which graces us in the Beloved.

That is why we are foreknown, predesignated, called,
justified and glorified; not for any blessings that may
accrue to us, although we shall be blessed beyond all
measure in the process, but that the supreme glory
of His grace might be lauded throughout the whole
universe. As Paul says in Ephesians 1:11, we are those,

Being designated beforehand according to the
purpose of the One Who is operating all in ac-
cord with the counsel of His will, that we should
be for the laud of His glory.
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Gods’s purpose in Christ is nothing less than the reconciling of the universe to Himself. - John H. Essex (1907-1991)

If that opening passage of Ephesians 1 is so wonder-
ful, what are we to say about the concluding phrases
of that chapter?

For you to perceive what is the expectation of
His calling, and what the riches of the glory
of the enjoyment of His allotment among the
saints, and what the transcendent greatness of
His power for us who are believing, in accord
with the operation of the might of His strength,
which is operative in the Christ, rousing Him
from among the dead and seating Him at His
right hand {among the celestials}, up over every
sovereignty and authority and power and lord-
ship, and every name that is named, not only in
this eon, but also in that which is impending:
and subjects all under His feet, and gives Him a
Head over all to the ecclesia which is His body,
the complement by which He is completing the
all in all (:18T).

THE MAGNITUDE OF OUR PART
IN CHRIST’S FUTURE ALLOTMENT

Here again every phrase is pregnant with meaning.
We are still considering matters “among the celes-
tials”; but, our attention is directed to the highest
point in the universe, up over every sovereignty and
authority and power and lordship, and every name
that is named; for it is as “Head over all” that Christ
is given to us. We are even carried forward into the
eons of the future, and are allowed a glimpse of the
consummation when all in all is completed.

Let us never cease to ponder on, and wonder at, the
magnitude and importance of the work which is re-
served for us “among the celestials,” a work to be ac-
complished by the power of Christ operating in and
through the ecclesia which is His body, His comple-
ment.

The truth of I Timothy 4:10 now appears in a differ-
ent perspective.

We believe in the living God, Who is the Savior
of all mankind, especially of believers.

That God is indeed the Savior of all mankind is truly
a precious truth, in the sense that it is a token. What
God does on earth, He will also do in the heavens.
He must save all on earth if He is to reconcile all to
Himself; and the completeness of His reconciling
work on earth can be taken as evidence of the thor-
oughness which He will exercise in reconciling all in
heaven.

Have you noticed the superscription to the Ephesian
epistle?

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, through the will
of God, to all the saints who are also believers
in Christ Jesus.

God is the Savior of all mankind, “especially of be-
lievers.” What do we believe? We believe in Christ
Jesus, the risen Lord. We believe that our lot was
cast in Him. We believe that we are indeed part of
the ecclesia which is His body — His complement by

156 pp., PB

See order form. )
ence guide.
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The prison epistles open up the details which have regard to a sphere other than the earth. - Edward H. Clayton (1887-1972)

which all in all is to be completed.

Brethren, be thinking of these things. Be seeking
that which is above. Be disposed to that which is
above, not to that on the earth. All things are given
us richly to enjoy, and we are right to enjoy what is
ours now, but let us put temporal things in their true
perspective. Remember that just as there are incalcu-
lable numbers of suns (we call them stars) scattered
all over the universe, so, too, there are incalculable
numbers of beings inhabiting the celestial realms, all
waiting to be brought within the scope of the rec-
onciling work of God. All have need to be brought
within the subjecting influence of Christ.

We, if we are members of the ecclesia which is His
body, have been chosen in Him from before the dis-
ruption of the world for an allotment among the ce-
lestials; and are even now being blessed with all spir-
itual blessings among the celestials; and even now
find our conflict not with flesh and blood, but with
spiritual forces of wickedness among the celestials;
and are even now being used of God to make known
to the sovereignties and the authorities among the
celestials the multifarious wisdom of God - in ac-

cord with the purpose of the eons which God makes
in Christ Jesus, our Lord. God’s purpose in Christ is
nothing less than the reconciling of the universe to
Himself.

May our minds be continually expanding to grasp
what is the length, breadth, depth and height of
God’s love for us, and the length, breadth, depth and
height of the stupendous work which is to be done
through the ecclesia in the oncoming eons. The sal-
vation of all mankind is of supreme importance,
but it is only a step in God’s wider purpose, and we
should be growing to realize that.

Not at the beginning nor at the end of the Book do we
find these glorious truths of God’s, but hidden away
in the center, in these prison letters of Paul. For he it
is who was commissioned to “complete the Word of
God” (Colossians 1:25) by revealing the secret which
had been concealed from the eons and from the gen-
erations, but now is made manifest: Christ among
the nations, the expectation of glory. ]

— Unsearchable Riches, Volume 82
(edited & abridged)

YOU CAN:

Read:

A wealth of articles from past
issues of the Bible Student’s
Notebook.

Purchase:

Rare and hard-to-find books,
booklets, leaflets, Bibles, etc.
in our 24/7 online store.

StudyShelf
PO Box 265
Windber, PA 15963

ENJOY BOOKS?

Visit us at: - Wwww.StudyShelf.com

Over the years we have of-
ten been asked to recommend
books. The requests have come
from believers who longed for
material with substance. Study
Shelf™ is a collection of books
which are, in our opinion, the
very best in print. Many of
these books are “unknown”
to the members of the Body
of Christ at large, and most
are not available at your local
“Christian” bookstore.

1-800-784-6010
www.StudyShelf.com

Issue 519

BIBLE STUDENT’S NoTEBOOK™ WEEKLY — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963

4557


http://www.StudyShelf.com

@ We are not earthly creatures having a heavenly experience; we are heavenly creatures having an earthly experience. — Aaron Locker

Ruling the Celestials

by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

he secret of Christ reveals His celestial glo-
z ry, up over every sovereignty and author-

ity and power and lordship and every A
name that is named (Ephesians 1:21). These are
various forms of restraint or rule among the ce-
lestials. The sovereignties are the highest of all,
who delegate some of their rights to authorities.
Except for one reference in Jude 6 to the messen-
gers “who kept not their first estate” (sovereignty)
we never read of these heavenly realms in the Cir-
cumcision writings. They come before us only in Paul’s
epistles. These sovereignties, probably the most mighty
of all of God’s creatures, cannot separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:38). All sovereignty, as
well as all authority and power, will be abrogated at the
consummation (I Corinthians 15:24). We will not reign
for eternity. Our rule is limited to the eons. It is eonian.
Even at the present time we are serving as an object les-
son to the sovereignties and authorities, making known
to them the multifarious wisdom of God (Ephesians 3:10).

Even now we come into contact with these sovereignties
and authorities, the spiritual forces of wickedness among
the celestials, who are our real adversaries, although they
work through blood and flesh in order to harm us (Ephe-
sians 6:12).

In Israel, celestial messengers were almost always benefi-
cent, and bore tidings of good. Not so with us. The deni-
zens of the spirit world are our chief adversaries. They
doubtless know that some of us are destined to take their
place of rule, and this may account, in part, for their an-
tagonism to the saints of the celestial calling.

These mighty spiritual governments seem to occupy the
heavenly realms which are promised to us. They are like

the Canaanites in the land of promise, who opposed
Israel until Joshua led the nation into their allot-
ment. We cannot count on peace with them so
long as we are on earth and have not displaced
them among the celestials. Meanwhile, howev-

ourselves from their fiery arrows, but we are a
blessing to them by manifesting God’s wisdom
now, and by taking over their rule in the future,
under the headship of Christ. Just as He will assume
the headship of earth’s sovereignties and authorities in
the day of Yahweh, and install His apostles and faithful
followers in the places of rule on earth, so will He do in
the heavens also.

We can hardly imagine the magnificence of the millen-
nial reign - prophet after prophet has extolled its varied
glories — but it is confined to a minute part of God’s cre-
ation. Compared with the orbs of space its size is insig-
nificant. Our celestial realm is unutterably greater and its
glories grander. It is amazing how much a man will hear
and what risks he will take to seize the reigns of even the
smallest of earth’s governments. No wonder Paul reckons
that the sufferings of the current era do not deserve the
glories about to be revealed for us (Romans 8:18).

We should not look upon these trials as a penalty for
past sins, or as a punishment of any kind, but rather as a
privilege, which may benefit ourselves as well as celestial
creatures, and play a small part in God’s great plan of
blessing to the whole creation. Let us glory in afflictions
which produce endurance (Romans 5:3) and put a crown
upon our humbled heads. |

— Unsearchable Riches, Volume 85
(edited & abridged)

Number in Scripture: Its Supernatural Design
and Spiritual Significance

by — E.W. Bullinger. (1837-1913)

A complete synopsis of every significant number found in the Bible; one
of the most famous and helpful reference books on numbers ever written;
a wealth of information.
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Sin entered by choice, not chance; it will depart with the same certainty. — Alan Burns (? -1929)

Oppositions Among the Celestials

by — Donald G. Hayter (?-1988)

ost of us will have little difficulty in believing

that the terrestrial creation, including our-

selves, is groaning together having a premo-
nition of future deliverance when we are unveiled (Ro-
mans 8:19). Yet some would be horrified at the suggestion
that the heavens share in this and that there is a universal
lament filling every section of creation. However, a con-
sideration of Scriptures will confirm this as truth.

Ascending upwards from the earth, the first area of dis-
tress we meet is the space immediately surrounding it,
for there is the sovereignty of the Adversary, Satan. He
is the chief of the jurisdiction of the air. He has access
into heaven as we read in Job, for he stands with the sons
of the Elohim before Yahweh and responds to questions
about the area in which he is especially interested, the
earth. We must not be surprised to know that God’s
great Adversary has entry into heaven, for it is not until
he battles with Michael during the period after we have
been taken up that he is cast forth to disturb it no more.
This occurs towards the end of this present eon. His pres-
ence in heaven must lead to groaning among those who
dwell in these realms. All of those who tabernacle in the
heavens must be affected by the virus of the Adversary’s
presence among them.

Even in the highest regions of the heavens there is cause
for distress and groaning, for wickedness is there. In
Ephesians when naming the forces ranged against the
saints, Paul writes of “the spiritual forces of wickedness
among the celestials.” This takes wickedness into the up-
permost regions of the universe. This is where Christ is
seated and we with Him. God has not excluded wicked-
ness from His very presence. This is not easy to accept
for some, but it must be true. The greatest opposition we
encounter comes from the nobility of universal society,
the sovereignties and authorities. They are among the ce-
lestials. If they are opposed to us they are also opposed
to God and His Christ. Is there not, then, distress in the
very courts of the Supreme? Is this not a cause of groan-
ing among the highest? The entire creation is groaning,
declares God through Paul in one of his early epistles. In
his latest epistle he reveals that this includes the highest
of God’s creatures. [

Unsearchable Riches, Volume 67

(edited & abridged)

Donald Hayter, of Bournemouth England, was an associ-
ate of John H. Essex.
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Daily Gleanings — 365 Selections on Scriptural Truths
Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Editor

This book contains a collection of gleanings from some 200 different authors.
These excerpts are intended to be an encouragement to those who are walk-
ing on a different path with the Lord - a journey that is “outside of the camp.”

Some quotations are from beloved and trusted authors, but more often than not,
they are from unusual sources. Sometimes, it is simply amazing how an author can
admit in print to some grand truth that their writings and ministries otherwise
generally deny. For the authors of these quotes, the truth that is conveyed by them
may oddly seem “out of place”; but in some ways, the more unlikely the source, the
more amazingly it testifies to the truth — and the fact that it cannot be hidden.

Thanks for your ministry and the time
you put into this work. - TX

Interesting, instructive and faith build-

ing. - Canada tasty morsels. - VA

I love that you have done this for

us. There is no way that we could go
through half the amount of material
you go through and pull out these

What a treasured collection! - MI

You have made me aware of authors I
didn’t even know. - GA

Truly an invaluable resource. - IL

These gleanings are so encouraging! -
Kenya
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