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M
ost versions of the Bible have Eccle-
siastes 9:11 similarly translated as 
the King James Version:

For time and chance happens to them all.

The Hebrew word translated “chance” in this 
verse is pega. The following words are associated 
with its definition:

impact – (Strong)

happening (Brown-Driver-Briggs)

occurrence (Bullinger, Wilson, Young)

incident (Barnes)

encounter … intercession … to come together in 
meeting (Ancient Hebrew Lexicon)

circumstantial event (Baker-Carpenter)

literally, the coming to meet (Dabhar, footnote)

Any insertion of “chance” into the definition of pega 
is merely human interpretation.

Green’s Literal Translation renders the phrase,

For time and occurrence happen to them all.

Albert Barnes (1798–1870) wrote regarding this 
phrase,

[Pega is] that which comes to us from without, 
one of the external events described in Ecclesias-

Presenting every man perfect in Christ Jesus. Colossians 1:28

Does “Chance” Happen to Us All?
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.



tes 3 (cf. Ecclesiastes 2:14 note). The word does 
not mean “chance,” independent of the order-
ing of Divine Providence: the Gentile notion 
of “mere chance,” or “blind fate” … (Albert 
Barnes’ Notes on the Whole Bible, 1834).

The various other ways that the KJV trans-
lates pega are:

come, cause to entreat, fall, meet, reach, intercession, 
intercessor, entreat, lay, light, prayer, reach, run.

For example, note how the KJV translates pega in 
Genesis 32:1,

And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God 

met [pega] him.

Was this meeting by “chance,” or divine appoint-
ment?

Here is what John Gill (1697-1771) said on this sub-
ject:
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The Secret Economy [of Ephesians] overrides all previous revelations. – Vladimir Gelesnoff (1877-1921)



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It was not until the end of the Acts era that the salvation of God is sent directly to the nations (Acts 28:29). – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




The Canaanitish Woman:
 The Key to Christ’s

Earthy Ministry
(Matthew 15:21-28)

The incident of the Canaanitish woman is of 
surpassing interest to us, for it shows clearly 
what was the status of the nations in our Lord’s 
ministry. Her very mistakes are instructive.  The 
nations have no part in the Son of David. He is Is-
rael’s King. No matter how much she may implore 
the Son of David, He answers her not a word. 

Let no one suppose that His heart was not touched 
or that He did not wish to be gracious. She has come 
to the wrong door. Yet He will not dismiss her. Fi-
nally, He tells why He cannot help. The Son of Da-
vid, the character she approached, has no commis-
sion outside of the nation of Israel. An oriental king 
is considered the father of his people. They are his 
children. The Canaanitish woman had no claim on 
His bounty. 

This is the key to Christ’s earthly mission. He was a 
Servant of the Circumcision, not of the Uncircum-
cision (Romans15:8). During His ministry the na-
tions did not even have the place they received in the 
Pentecostal era. After much preparation, the apostles 
were taught that proselytes, such as Cornelius, could 
share a little of Israel’s spiritual blessings (Acts 10).  
Later, at Pisidian Antioch, the door was opened by 
Paul to some who were not proselytes (Acts 13:46-
47). 

Not Until the End of the Acts Era Is 
Salvation Sent Directly to the Nations

But it was not until the end of the Acts era that 
the salvation of God is sent directly to the nations 
(Acts 28:29). The latter half of the second chapter of 
Ephesians (2:11-22) is an elaborate statement show-

ing that, in the present administration of God’s 
grace, the nations are no longer in the inferior 
position accorded to them in Paul’s earlier 
ministry. 

Christ is Lord of all (Acts 10:36). Under this 
title even the Canaanitish woman was with-

in His jurisdiction. She worships and calls 
for help. Yet even thus, she is by no means on 

an equal footing with the favored nation. Only the 
scraps are for her. If she will take the place of a cur, 
she can have a little of the leavings. 

Until Paul’s Imprisonment
the Nations Were Still Guests

at Israel’s Table

This is the place that we gentiles have in the ministry 
of Christ. Our position was improved in the succeed-
ing Pentecostal era; but it was not until Paul’s imprison-
ment that we were brought nigh and entered the family 
of God (Ephesians 2:18-19).  Until then we were still 
guests at Israel’s table, if not puppies under it.

Concordant Commentary on the New Testament, p. 33

Chance (continued from front page)

The Place of the Nations Under the 
Ministries of Christ and Paul

by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)



[Pega], or event, [is that] which is under the wise 
direction and order of the providence of God, with 
respect to Whom nothing comes by “chance”; and 
it is rendered “occurrent” (I Kings 5:4, [KJV]); and 
so it is here, by the Septuagint version, “occur-
rence” or “event”; … and Aben Ezra interprets it 
… “superior ordination”; it is something we meet, 
or meets us, by divine appointment.

“Chance” never comes into play in God’s creation; 
the simple fact is that divinely appointed “times and 
events” happen to us all. 
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I revealed myself to those who 
did not ask for me; I was 
found by those who did not 
seek me (Isaiah 65:1).

My relationship with God is one-
sided. Though He initiates every-
thing, he does not wait for my re-
sponse, or to assess the quality of my response. Any 
good that I can say or do is just dung. He does it all. 
That’s what frees me to love Him all the more ... or 
not. He is, has always been, and will always continue 
to be LOVE.

He is 100%, and I am 0% of this relationship. So, 
therefore, I am free … and He is All in all. Maybe, in a 
relative sense, there is some affect from my devotion. 
“For he that comes to God must believe that  He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him” (Hebrews 11:6). But if the absolute truth is that 
I came to Him and diligently sought Him because it 
was His will, and that I couldn’t have done anything 
other than that, then the absolute truth is that He still 
accomplished 100% of the feat.

It was not until Paul’s imprisonment that we were brought nigh and enter the family of God. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




The Works of E.W. Bullinger, Volume 1

See order form.
663 pp., PB
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The Christian’s Standing, 

Object and Hope 
Crucified with Christ 
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Hope and Motive
God’s Purpose in Israel 
Importance of Accuracy in the 

Study of Holy Scriptures
The Knowledge of God

The Lord’s Day – A Study of 
Revelation 1:10

The Loss and Recovery of 
Truth 

The Mystery – Secret Truth 
Revealed 

The Names and Order of the 
Books of the O.T. 

A New Creation 
The Prayers of Ephesians 
Prophetic Study – Its 

Importance and 
Interpretation 

The Resurrection of the Body 

The Rich Man and Lazarus, or, 
The Intermediate State 

Rightly Dividing the Word of 
Truth 

The Second Advent in 
Relation to the Jew 

The Spirits in Prison – An 
Exposition of I Peter 3:17-
4:6 

Stablished – Strengthened – 
Settled 

The Transfiguration 
The Vision of Isaiah – Its 

Structure and Scope

Knowing and 
Understanding 
God and His 

Plans
by — Fred Schneider

God Is a Self-
Revealing God

by — Fred Schneider

Thus says the Lord, “Let not the wise man 
boast of his wisdom, or the strong man 
boast of his strength, or the rich man 
boast of his riches. But let him who boasts 
boast about this: that he understands 
and knows me, that I am the Lord who 
exercises lovingkindness, justice and 
righteousness on the earth, for in these 
I delight,” declares the Lord (Jeremiah 
9:23-24).

So much of life is uncertain, and many concentrate 
on acquiring “intel” (wisdom), guns and ammo 
(strength), and provisions (riches) in order to meet 
approaching challenges. However, I believe the most 
important thing is that we know and understand 
God, and His plans, all the while resting in the fact 
that He is large and in charge. 
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Until [Paul’s imprisonment] we were still guests at Israel’s table, if not puppies under it. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




StudyShelf hosts a collection of online Bible study articles from the past pages of the weekly publication, 
the Bible Student’s Notebook. In addition to personal use, they can be printed out and read together as a 
family at your dinner table, or at other family times. Appropriate ones can be read with guests in your 
homes. They can be used to give to others with whom you are fellowshipping.

www.StudyShelf.com/Articles.htm

R
ecently a new debit card came in the mail 
from the bank. It had a sticker on it that stat-
ed “Activation Required.” Until this neces-

sary activation took place, for all intents and purposes, 
this card was like any other piece of plastic. However, 
once it was activated, it took on a meaning and purpose 
quite distinct from other plastics. It was activated to be-
gin its specifically designed purpose. The card was then 
ready for use in its predetermined function.

So it is with the believer; there comes a time when 
God “activates” those whom He has called. He grants 
them faith: the eyes to see and the ears to hear. This 
activation sets in motion a progression of divine utili-
zation. God cultivates in the believer a responsive re-
lationship – one of intimate, conscious participation 
in the divine will, decree and course – not limited to 
His direction and control of the ages, but in the details 
of our lives and those with whom we interact as well. 
Believers become more and more aware of His hand 
in everything, and that they are channels of His life.

For example, by realization and growth in and of 
Him, even our first conscious thoughts in the morn-
ing can progress to be,

Good morning Dad. I’m thankful that I know You 
– Who you really are – and that I know who I am. 
I am eager to see what you have written for me 
today. I am thankful that you have granted me the 
awareness of your active direction and control of 

all things, including me and this day. My heart’s 
desire is to live keenly in that awareness today, as 
your willing servant, as well as your faithful son.”

Concerning our divine beginning and progression, 
Paul wonderfully writes,

Being confident of this very thing, that He Who 
began a good work in you will perform it until 
the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).

Divine Activation
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.



God Will Judge in Grace
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

In the day when God shall judge the secrets 
of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel 
(Romans 2:16).

Contrary to what Christendom commonly 
teaches concerning the day when God judges, 
the judgment ultimately will be about “grace.” The 
standard of Judgment will be Paul’s “my gospel” 
of Romans 2:16, which is the “gospel of the grace 
of God” of Acts 20:24. God is going to judge by 
“grace,” and with that unmerited favor the result 
will then be that “every man shall have praise of 
God” (I Corinthians 4:5).

What grace; what good news; what a God!

http://www.StudyShelf.com/Articles.htm
http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm
http://www.studyshelf.com/dAnderson.htm
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 The nations are no longer in the inferior position accorded them in Paul’s earlier ministry. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

C
onsider the following questions related to selec-
tions from Paul’s early epistles to help assist in un-
derstanding their doctrinal nature.

•	 Are you a partakers of Israel’s “spiritual things” (Ro-
mans 15:27)?

•	 Are you a wild olive branch grafted into Israel, fearing 
being broken off (Romans 11:17-18)?

•	 Are you “Abraham’s seed” (Galatians 3:29)?

•	 Is Jerusalem your “mother” (Galatians 4:26)? 

•	 Are you a minister of Israel’s “new covenant” (II Co-
rinthian 3:6)?

•	 Do you partake of the “Lord’s supper,” being careful 
not to do so unworthily, lest you become sick or die (I 
Corinthians 11:30)?

•	 If you are married, do you behave as though you have 
no spouse (I Corinthians 7:29)?

•	 Do you speak in tongues (I Corinthians 12:10, 28, 30; 
14:5, 18)?

•	 Do you work miracles (I Corinthians 12:10, 28-29; 
Galatians 3:5)?

•	 Do you weekly set aside part of your income to send 
to Jerusalem (I Corinthians 16:2)? Do you regard “the 

The Concordant Com-
mentary on the New 
Testament
by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
407 pp., HB
See order form.

First published more than 60 years ago, this work 
is more valuable than a seminary education! A 
must-have for every student of Scripture!

The Nature 
of Paul's Early 

Epistles
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

(see Nature, next page)

J
esus came to make up what was lacking in 
our view of God. He had much to say about 
God – more than about any other subject. 

He called God a Father:

I ascend unto My Father, and your Father 
(John 20:17).

Jesus pictures God as a compassionate Father. 
Such is the teaching of the parable of the Prodigal. 
Not the son, but the father, is the central figure 
of that matchless picture. Then there is the 
parable of the Lost Sheep. Not the sheep, but the 
shepherd, is the chief character of that touching 
drama. Put these two parables into one, and we 
have a God represented not only as going out to 
meet the lost one, but going into the mountains 
of the far country and seeking him with eager 
heart and aching arms. This is Jesus’ idea of God.

The last, the least, the lost, are ever Jesus’ favorite 
words.

The last shall be first.

Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these My brethren.

The Son of man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost.

The life of Jesus from Bethlehem to Olivet is God’s 
invitation to man to think of Him as a Father. 
Everything He is and says and does beckons us 
Godward.

— The Distinctive Ideas of Jesus (1914), pp. 24-25, 
30

The
Seeking God

by — Charles Carroll Albertson (1865-1959)


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The Bible is the history of two movements: Creation, and Redemption. – Vladimir Gelesnoff (1877-1921)




A Look at Alcohol in the Scriptures 
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Wine was a blessing in Scripture (Proverbs 3:10), something to be received grate-
fully from God (Psalm 104:15). Like many things that God has graciously given 
to man, alcohol can be used or abused.
However, it is important that we do not confuse use with abuse, or drinking with 
drunkenness. To prohibit the use of alcohol, by pointing to verses about its abuse, 
would be like condemning the eating of food because of gluttony, or requiring 

sexual abstinence because of carnal sins. This is deceptive and erroneous religious reasoning.
This study briefly surveys alcohol related Hebrew and Greek words and some of their contexts, considers pas-
sages usually used to condemn the use of alcohol, and looks at a few common objections.

[God brings forth] wine which makes man’s heart 
glad (Psalm 104:15).

See order form.
54 pp, PB

“So shall we ever be with the Lord”
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

W
here will the Lord Jesus Christ be dur-
ing the last two remaining ages (eons)? 
This is an important question for those 

who had the past hope of I Thessalonians 4:17.

According toLuke, Paul’s beloved physician, the 
answer to His whereabouts is quite clear:

He shall be great, and Son of the Most High 
shall He be called. And the Lord God shall be 
giving Him the Throne of David, His father, 
and He shall reign over the house of Jacob 
FOR THE AGES … (Luke 1:32-33).

There are only two more ages (eons), and plainly 
Christ will be on the earth during both of them. 
The throne of David is not in the heavens, but on 
the earth.

The hope for today precedes this earthly hope. 
We have a pre-expectant confidence (Ephesians 
1:12) that pre-dates the so-called “rapture” or 
“snatching away” of the Second Coming. Instead 
of such a terrestrial expectation, we will appear 
with Christ, not in the earth’s atmosphere (i.e., 
“air”), but in the glorious celestials. This will take 

place when Our Lord will be revealed “in Glory,” 
on His Heavenly throne, at the right hand of God 
(i.e., Ephesians 2:4-7; Colossians 3:1-4).

Having been given the “revelation the secret” 
(Ephesians 3:3), it was Paul’s passion and prayer 
that Father would grant to us “a spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the realization of Him” that we 
would have the enlightened eyes to “perceive 
what is the expectation of His calling” and “the 
riches of the glory of the enjoyment of His allot-
ment among the saints” … “among the celestials” 
(Ephesians 1:17-20).

Don’t settle for the mere crumbs that fall from 
Israel’s table. These are not your calling.

Nature (continued from previous page)
Jew first” (Romans 1:16)?

•	 Do you have the gift of healing (I Corinthians 12:9, 
30)?

•	 Do you have the gift of prophesy (Romans 12:6; I 
Corinthians 12:10; 13:3, 9; 14:1, 24, 31)?

•	 If you are a woman, do you wear a head covering when 
you pray and prophesy (I Corinthians 11:5)?




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Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10 
___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20
___The Ages (Clayton) $5
___Be Likeminded  (Andersen) $11
___The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10
___The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10
___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13
___The Church which is His Body and the Bride 

the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11
___The Defense of the Christian Revelation 

(Lyttleton/West) $20
___The Deity of God (Essex) $10
___Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13
___The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3
___The Doctrine of Substitution: An Erroneous 

Teaching (a Compilation) $10
___Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20
___Examination … Eternal Punishment $19
___Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23
___God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, & 

Consummation (Saxby) $11
___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10
___God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20
___Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5
___History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine 

of Retribution (Beecher) $30
___Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior 

(Burson) $15
___I Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15
___Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20
___No Equals (C.E.S.) $5
___Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10
___Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18
___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10
___Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15
___Reply to R.A. Torrey on Hell (Knoch) $5
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11
___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10
___Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20 
___Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18
___Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5
___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10
___The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5
___Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5
___Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19
___Unveiled Glory/Uexpected Discovery (Hurnard/

Smith) $5
___What is Truth? (Bast) $15
___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

Bible Student’s Notebook Monthly 
Mailed Subscriptions:
___6-Month Subscription $26
___1-Year Subscription $52

Bound Volumes 
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes 

first! – $20 each)
___Vol 19 (451-475)	 ___Vol 18 (426-450)
___Vol 17 (401-425)	 ___Vol 16 (376-400)
___Vol 15 (351-375)	 ___Vol 14 (326-350)
___Vol 13 (301-325)	 ___Vol 12 (276-300)
___Vol 11 (251-275)	 ___Vol 10 (226-250)
___Vol 9 (201-225)	 ___Vol 8 (176-200)
___Vol 7 (151-175)	 ___Vol 6 (126-150)
___Vol 5 (101-125)	 ___Vol 4 (76-100)
___Vol 3 (51-75)	 ___Vol 2 (26-50)
___Vol 1 (1-25)

Recommended Books from
Other Publishers

A.E. Knoch
___All in All $10
___Concordant Commentary $20
___The Divine Calendar $5
___The Problem of Evil $15
___A Reply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth 

Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5
Various
___Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13
___ Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12

Bibles
Bullinger’s Companion Bible
___O & NT Hardcover $55
___O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65	
___O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83 
___O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal
___NT - Paperback $15
___NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.) $25
___OT - Hardcover $40
Ferrar Fenton
___O & NT Hardcover $40
___O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal
__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20
__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20
__NT – 2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized
___O & NT Hardcover $50
Weymouth’s
___NT Paperback $20
___NT Hardcover $35
Young’s Literal
___O & NT Paperback $ 40
___O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal	 		  _________

Sales Tax (6% PA) 	 _________

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)	 _________

TOTAL 			  _________
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