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Gobp’s COMMISSIONS

When God commissions man to perform His work,
that commission is a great commission.

In the Bible, we find God commissioning men on
various occasions to carry out a particular ministry.
When God commissioned Adam and told him to be
fruitful, multiply, replenish the earth, subdue it and
have dominion over it, that was a great commission.

When God commissioned Noah to build an ark for
the preservation of animal and human life on earth,
that was a great commission.

When Jesus chose twelve Apostles and commissioned
them to preach the gospel of the Kingdom to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel — healing the sick,
cleansing the lepers and raising the dead — that was
a great commission.

“THE GREAT COMMISSION”

There is one commission that most Christians
have singled out to call “The Great Commission,”
thus making it greater than any other commission
in the Bible. It is the one Jesus gave to the twelve
Apostles as recorded in Matthew 28:19-20:

“Go vye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you; and, lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world.”

Other forms of this commission are found in Mark
16:15-17; Luke 24:46-48; John 20:21-23 and Acts
1:8.

ANOTHER GREAT COMMISSION

Strange to say, there is another Great Commission
in the New Testament which Christ gave after He
went back to heaven. Yet the majority of Christians
do not seem to even be aware that it is in the Bible.
Since we believe all of God’s commissions are great,
we are not in favor of making one greater than
another. Therefore, we have titled this article The
Latest Commission. We believe that this is a more
logical way of considering God’s commissions.

It is evident that although some of God’s earlier
commissions were great, we today are not
expected to carry out the commission given to
Adam or Noah, or that of Jesus to go only to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel with the gospel
of the Kingdom, healing the sick, cleansing the
lepers and raising the dead. That commission was
superseded by a later commission, the one most
Christians call “The Great Commission.”

There are at least two reasons why this has
been called “The Great Commission.” First, it is
worldwide in scope. It is no longer confined to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel, as Christ’s former
commission was. Second, it is claimed that this is
the last and final commission which Jesus gave to

(see CoMMISSION, page 1515)

The Latest Commission

Reader’s Question Box, #5




Dear Saints,
My Story

In our last issue we began a new series entitled My
Story. This is a place where the saints can share their
own personal testimonies of coming to truth. Our
first installment was from Ted McDivitt. Thanks
brother! Is anyone else ready to share their “story”?

Why Jesus Died

Also in our last issue we ran a wonderful response
from one of our readers concerning the outstanding
article by C. Baxter Kruger, Why Jesus Died: The
Undoing of Adam. 1 wholeheartedly agree that
this “was one of the best articles to run in the BSV
lately.”

If you missed this article, please — I encourage you
— go back to issue #141 and read it carefully. It could
have a prorounp impact upon your life — it has for
many of us already.

Family Photo Album

We are still looking to make a photo album of some
of our family in Christ. If you haven’t already sent
us your picture, we need your help. Please don’t say
to yourself, “He doesn’t mean me.” Do not take this
request lightly. It would mean a lot to me to have
your picture!

StudyShelf.com

We are consistently receiving over 400 visits a day to
our website. We are constantly working on it. We have
recently added over 100 new articles. Pray with us
concerning this tool. Visit us often, and share our site
with friends and family members. Our main web page is
www.StudyShelf.com

My love to each of you.

Until next week,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Bible Student’s Notebook

ISSN: 1936-9360
Volume V, No. 149 — August 13, 2008

This weekly publication (52 times a year) is dedicated to:

the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant,
exceeding grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7)

the affirmation of God’s purpose to save all mankind
through the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (I
Timothy 2:3, 4; 4:10; Titus 2:11)

the “preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation
of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world
began” (Romans 16:25)

true freedom and liberty apart from the law (Galatians
5:1)

the organic nature of the church, the body of Christ (I
Corinthians 12)

the distinct ministry of Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles
(Romans 11:13)

the importance of receiving all whom Christ has received
(Romans 14-15)

the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long remained
hidden under the veils of traditionalism, prejudice,
misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7, 13).

the completeness of the believer in Christ (Colossians
2:10), with ...

- total forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:14)

- identity in His death, burial, and resurrection (Romans 6)
- adult sonship position (Galatians 4)

This publication is a joint effort of a few members of the body
of Christ. It is a product of our individual lives and ministries
together. We do not claim infallibility for its contents. Our
readers are asked to be as the Bereans and search the
Scriptures (Acts 17:10-11; I Thessalonians 5:21).

This publication is not connected with any “church,”
“denomination,” “movement,” “organization,” “mission,”
“creed,” “meeting,” “school,” “conference” or “fellowship.”

SUBSCRIPTION

Electronic Version (e-mailed to you
1 Year (52 issues) — $10; 2 Years (104 issues) — $20

Printed Version (mailed to you)
2 Year (26 issues) — $25; 1 Year (52 issues) — $50

PATRIARCHS

Remember that it is our responsibility as husbands and
fathers to take the truths we learn from God’s Word, the
truths that we hold dear, and impart them to our families.

The Bible Student’s Notebook
PO Box 265, Windber, PA 15963
Office: (800) 784-6010

bsn@studyshelf.com
www.BibleStudentsNotebook.com

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. — Editor
Andre Sneidar — Managing Editor
Rick Lemons — Associate Editor

Visit our online bookstore at: www.StudyShelf.com
Copyright © 1989-2008 Pilkington & Sons

1514 BiBLE STUDENT’S NoTEBOOK™ — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963

Issue 149



CommissIoN (continued from page 1513)
His disciples, and therefore supersedes all other
commissions.

It is true that this was the last commission Jesus
gave to the Apostles before He ascended into
heaven, but is it true that these were the last
words of Jesus to be recorded in the Bible? Is it
true that the Bible records no further appearance
of Christ and no subsequent marching orders for
His people?

There is abundant Scripture to prove that the
words spoken to His disciples on the Mount of
Olives before His ascension were not His last
words! That was the last time the twelve Apostles
saw Christ but years later Paul declared,

“And last of all He was seen of me also, as
of one born out of due time” (I Corinthians

15:8).
THe HEAVENLY REVELATION

Every Bible student should know that dJesus
Christ appeared personally to Saul on the road to
Damascus (Acts 9:5) and that he was commissioned
to bear the name of Christ to the Gentiles, as well
as to the people of Israel (:15).

He further informs us in Acts 26:16 that Jesus not
only appeared to him on the road to Damascus but,

[13

. I have appeared unto thee for this
purpose, to make thee a minister and a
witness both of these things which thou hast
seen, and of those things in the which I will
appear unto thee.”

Paul was even caught up into the third heaven
where he received an “abundance of revelations”
directly from Jesus Christ (Il Corinthians 12:1-7).

THE MYSTERY
Why all of these revelations to Paul? What was the

subject of these revelations? We do not have to
look far for the answer. Paul states very plainly:

“If ye have heard of the dispensation of the
grace of God which is given me to you-
ward; how that by revelation He made
known unto me the mystery (as I wrote
afore in a few words, whereby, when ye
read, ve may understand my knowledge in
the mystery of Christ) which in other ages
was not made known unto the sons of men,
as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit; that the Gentiles
should be fellowheirs, and of the same body,
and partakers of His promise in Christ by
the gospel, whereof I was made a minister,
according to the gift of the grace of God
given unto me by the effectual working of
His power” (Ephesians 3:2-7).

The word “mystery,” which is the subject of the
special revelation given to Paul, does not mean
something mysterious or difficult to understand.
The Greek word musterion is derived from the
verb, muo, meaning to shut the mouth or keep
silent. God committed to the Apostle Paul the new
administration concerning a joint-relationship of
Jews and Gentiles in a spiritual organism called
the “One New Man” (Ephesians 2:15), or the
“Body of Christ,” the Church (Ephesians 1:22-
23). He, God, had kept His mouth closed, had
not uttered a word about it to any man in past
generations (Colossians 1:26), had kept it “secret
since the world began” (Romans 16:25).

A GREAT BLUNDER

Now the question arises, has God given exactly
the same commission to this new secret Body
and dispensation as He gave to the Twelve: the
commission to establish a Kingdom on earth with
Israel as the ruling nation and the Gentiles in
subservience to Israel?

It is at this point that the historic Church has
made one of its greatest blunders. It has confused
Israel and the Church, which is His Body. It has
spiritualized Israel’s Kingdom blessings and applied
them to the Church. It has made the Church to be
spiritual Israel. It has put the Church (the Body of
Christ) under Israel’s covenants and laws. It has
completely lost sight of what Paul calls “The ),
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Moystery” or The Secret. It was Paul’s ambition, that
which he considered to be his divine commission,

“to make all men see what is the fellowship
of the mystery” (Ephesians 3:9).

His one great prayer request for himself was

“that utterance may be given unto me, that I
may open my mouth boldly to make known
the mystery of the gospel, for which I am
an ambassador in bonds; that therein I may
speak boldly, as I ought to speak” (Ephesians
6:19-20).

What difference does it make to propagate the “Gos-
pel of the Grace of God” in Christ Jesus, revealed
to Paul, under the Kingdom commission? It has
opened the door to the whole Charismatic move-
ment of tongues, so-called divine healing, baptisms,
etc. What does the Kingdom commission say?

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel* to every creature ... And these signs
shall follow them that believe: In my name
shall they cast out demons; they shall speak
with new tongues; they shall take up serpents;
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not
hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick
and they shall recover” (Mark 16:15-18).

If this is the Church’s commission, then those who
say “Back to Pentecost” are right. The endeavor
to revive the sign gifts of Pentecost has resulted
in a great deal of fanaticism and confusion in
Christendom.

A further result of preaching the Gospel revealed
to Paul under the Kingdom commission has
been to make water baptism a requirement for
“salvation.”

“He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved” (Mark 16:16).

“Repent, and be baptized, every one of you,
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission

1. The kingdom gospel was the only gospel they had been
given.

of sins” (Acts 2:38).

“Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy
sins” (Acts 22:16).

Thus, there are literally millions in Christendom
today who are depending upon baptism for
“salvation.” Others, who have imbibed more of
Pauline truth, wrest these baptism verses out of
their context and tell us they don’t really mean
what they say. We have to rewrite them to say, “He
that believeth and is saved should be baptized.”

Still others claim that baptism has taken the place
of circumcision and that through infant baptism
we become children of Israel’s covenants. The
covenant promises are then spiritualized and
applied to the Church. At the same time, they
are taken away from the nation of Israel. Thus,
the Church becomes the Kingdom and there
will never be a future Kingdom on earth with a
restored Israel. This results in Amillennialism.

No CoMMISSION?

The question is asked by those who hold to the
so-called Great Commission, “If we don’t follow
THE Great Commission, we are left without any
commission; we have no marching orders.” Yet, if
we had only Paul’s epistles and Paul’s example,
we would have more than enough incentive for
worldwide evangelism!

We have no scriptural evidence that the Twelve
Apostles became “missionaries” in the sense that
Paul did. Where does one read in the Bible of the
missionary journeys of James, John, Matthias or
Andrew? Yet the whole latter half of Acts, after
Paul’s conversion, is taken up with his [Paul’s]
“missionary” journeys. All writers on Christian
missions present Paul as the ideal “missionary.”
Evidently something in the revelation given to
Paul contained a commission that made him the
greatest of all Christian “missionaries”!

Not only is Paul the great “missionary,” but he
makes it plain that the revelation given to him
was,

>
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. according to the commandment of the
everlasting God, made known to all nations
for the obedience of faith” (Romans 16:26).

Not only is this commission of Paul’s universal, in
one sense it is even more universal than the so-
called “Great Commission.” It is evident that in that
commission there was still a distinction between
Israel and the other nations. It was based upon
all that Jesus had taught His disciples (Matthew
28:20), and Jesus had taught His disciples that the
children of Israel must first be blessed before the
Gentiles could be blessed (Mark 7:27). After the
Twelve had been working under this commission for
several years, Peter told the Gentile, Cornelius:

“Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a
man that is a Jew to keep company, or come
unto one of another nation; but [now as a
result of the sheet-vision] God hath shown
me that I should not call any man common

or unclean” (Acts 10:28).

The sheet vision was given to Peter to prepare
him for the change God was about to make in
the raising up of a new apostle as recorded in the
preceding chapter. Under the ministry of that new
apostle, there was to be absolutely no nationalistic
distinctions.

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free, there is neither male

nor female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus”
(Galatians 3:28).

There is a principle stated in Hebrews 7:12: “For
the priesthood being changed, there is made
of necessity a change also of the law,” which is
equivalent to saying, “When there is a change
of dispensation there is of necessity a change
also of the manner of administering it.” If a new,
unforetold, secret dispensation was committed to
the Apostle Paul, then of necessity there must have
been a change of commission, just as there was a
change of commission when Jesus came into the
world and commissioned His Twelve Apostles.

SIMILARITIES BETWEEN COMMISSIONS

There are always similarities between different
commissions. We can go back to Isaiah’s
commission and use it as an appeal for “missions”
today. Doubtless many “missionary” speakers
have quoted those words, “Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I,
Send me” (Isaiah 6:8). Surely those speakers
recognized that the young people they are
challenging are not to carry out the same
commission that Isaiah did. Just so, the so-called
“Great Commission” and Paul’'s Commission
contain the worldwide preaching of the same Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, and salvation through
faith in Him. The differences lie in the spiritual
program and destination.

Blessing — Israel was blessed with spiritual
blessings in the earthly sphere. The Church is
blessed with all spiritual blessings in the heavenly
sphere.

Goal - The goal in view in the preaching of the
Kingdom Gospel is the establishment of the earthly
millennial kingdom. The goal in the preaching
of Paul’s gospel is the out-calling of a heavenly
Body.

Baptism-TheKingdom Commissioncommanded
ritual baptism to be followed by a baptism of
miraculous power. The Church’s Commission
has no mention of ritual baptism, but emphasizes
the One Baptism performed by the Holy Spirit in
identifying believers and incorporating them as
members into the One Body of Christ. Not only
did Paul assert that Christ did not commission
him to baptize (I Corinthians 1:17), but in none
of his pastoral epistles which give instructions for
pastors of churches is the subject of baptism ever
mentioned.

Our COMMISSION
Romans 16:25-26 is a clear declaration of the
commission for members of the Body of Christ

today:

“Now to Him that is of power to establish you
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according to my gospel, and the preaching of
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of
the mystery, which was kept secret since the
world began, But now is made manifest ...”

Yet, somewillsay thatthe actualword “commission”
does not appear in that text.

Neither does the word “commission” actually
appear in any of the statements of the so-called
“Great Commission.” However, there is another
text in Paul’s epistles that explains, as thoroughly
as any we can find, exactly what our message is,
what is its basis, and the motivating force to carry
it out. We will quote the entire passage and then
make our comments.

“For the love of Christ constraineth us;
because we thus judge, that if One died for
all, then were all dead: and that He died for
all, that they which live should not henceforth
live unto themselves, but unto Him which
died for them, and rose again. Wherefore
henceforth know we no man after the flesh:
vea, though we have known Christ after the
flesh, vet now henceforth know we Him no
more. Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is
a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new. And all
things are of God, who hath reconciled us
to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given
to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit,
that God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses
unto them; and hath committed unto us the
word of reconciliation. Now then we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s
stead, be ve reconciled to God. For He hath
made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;

that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him. (Il Corinthians 5:14-21).

Here we find The Latest CommissioN — OUR
CommissioN. The “ministry of reconciliation” has
been given to us. God has committed unto us the
“word of reconciliation.” When Paul deals with the
doctrine of reconciliation he bypasses the whole
Jew-Gentile question and goes all the way back

to the first man, Adam, who alienated the whole
human race by his sin. Romans 5:8-18 shows how
the whole world became alienated from God by
the one sin of the one man Adam and how God
has now provided reconciliation for the whole
world through the one righteous act, the vicarious
death of the one Man, Jesus Christ. God was in
Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. God
made Him to be a sin offering for us; the One who
knew no sin was made sin for us in order that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
These are the basic truths of Paul’s Gospel which
every believer should know and understand and
be able to communicate to others.

The Latest CommissioN — QOur CoOMMISSION
tells us that we are not simply witnesses but
“ambassadors” for Christ. An ambassador has full
power and authority to speak for his government.
The Roman Pope claims to be the Vicar of Christ
on earth; but Paul tells us that every believer is
Christ’s ambassador, or representative, to act “in
Christ’s stead.”

The first portion of this Scripture gives us the
motivation for carrying out The LATEST CoMMISSION
— Our Commission. It is nothing short of Christ’s
love for us and for the world. This love constrains
us. When one permits that love to get hold of him,
when he understands that if Christ died for him,
then his old self is dead, and now that he has
been made alive in Christ he can no longer live
for self but for Him who died and rose again. He is
swept along in and by that love as those who are
carried away by a flood. There can be no higher
motivation than this.

We know what The Latest CommissioN — Our
CommissioN, is. We know what our message
is. We know we have been commanded by
the everlasting God to proclaim Jesus Christ
“according to the revelation of the Mystery.”

Regardless of our station or calling in life we are
all Christ’s ambassadors. We have the greatest

motivating power in the universe, “the love of
Christ.
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Reader’s Question Box #5

Q: If the smoke of their torment “ascendeth up
for ever and ever” and “they have no rest day nor
night,”” doesn’t this indicate eternal suffering?

A: Revelation 14:10-11; 20:10; 22:5 contain words
that have been corrupted and changed by traditional
religious dogma. Those words are the Greek
“basanizo/basanismos” and “aion.” By simply
opening any Greek-English lexicon, you will see
sizeable differences between the definitions of
the Greek words I mentioned, and the definitions
of the English words that were used to translate
those Greek words. However, to be thorough, I
will discuss not only the differences between the
Greek and English definitions, but I will also use
Scripture to define these words.

Basanizo/Basanismos

In Revelation 14:10, the word “basanizo” 1s
translated as “tormented” (past tense verb).

In Revelation 14:11, the word “basanismos” 1s
translated as “torment” (noun).

In Revelation 20:10, the word “basanizo” 1s
translated as “tormented” (past tense verb).

Both of these words come from the root “basanos, ”
which is defined by Strong as “a touchstone.”
Webster defines the word “touchstone” as:

1. A stone by which metals are examined; a
black, smooth, glossy stone ...

2. Any test or criterion by which the qualities
of a thing are tried; as money, the touchstone of
common honesty.”

This might strike you as interesting considering
that the definition of the Greek word that was

translated as “torment,” not only has nothing to do
with eternal conscious torment, but it is actually
a process that tests purity. So we can see that to
be tormented in these verses is compared to being
rubbed upon a touchstone.

A good contextual scriptural definition of the word
“basanizo” can be found in II Peter 2:8:

“(For that righteous man dwelling among
them, in seeing and hearing, vexed [basanizo]
his righteous soul from day to day with their
unlawful deeds,)”

This passage talks about Lot dwelling in Sodom. In
this verse, we see that Lot, even though he is called
“righteous,” receives the same ‘“torment” that
those in the “lake of fire ” receive. Of course, as we
can see, Lot’s righteous soul is only being tested,
and 1s not receiving eternal conscious torment.

You might be saying, “Ok, so even if they are being
tested and not barbequed, this is still happening
‘for ever and ever’” That’s where the other word
“aion” comes in.

Aion

The concept of “eternity” is something that can be
expected to be confused by the human mind. There
are many theories about what “eternity” is. Some
theories say eternity is “never ending time” while
some say the complete opposite; “timelessness.”

Regardless of what the theories say, when you
find a concept that is so commonly misunderstood
by the human mind in a book that was translated
by humans, a giant red flag should go up in your
head. You should immediately sit down and study
this topic, knowing that the translators weren’t

(see Q&A, next page)
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Q&A (continued from previous page)
superhuman, but that they were humans just like
so many others that confuse the topic of eternity.

The word “ever” in Revelation 14:11; 20:10; 22:5
was translated from the word “aion.” “Aion” is
defined by Strong as “an age.”

Does an age last forever? Let’s check the
Scriptures:

“Who hath saved us, and called us with an
holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace,
which was given us in Christ Jesus before
the world [aion] began” (11 Timothy 1:9).

“Now all these things happened unto them
for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world
[aion] are come” (I Corinthians 10:11).

So we see that an age (aion) begins and ends. In
fact, “smoke rising up for ever and ever” begins
and ends in just one short chapter in Revelation.

In Revelation 18:10-17, the Great Whore of
Babylon is destroyed in just one hour:

“For in one hour so great riches is come to
nought ...”" (:17).

“And cried when they saw the smoke of her
burning ...” (:18).

Now, the smoke of Babylon’s burning was visible
in :18, however, by Revelation 19:3, we see that
the smoke rose in the past tense:

“And again they said, Alleluia. And her
smoke rose up for ever and ever.”

So, we see that unless there was an endless amount
of time between Revelation 18:18 and Revelation
19:3, “for ever and ever” does not mean eternity.

Aaron Locker
Hollidaysburg, PA
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